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Cavalry from the  west frieze of the Parthenon ca. 447–433 BC., British Museum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III CLASSICAL GREECE  

 

The Classical period of ancient Greek history began around 500 

B.C., when the Greeks started to come into conflict with the 

kingdom of Persia to the east. The conquest of the whole of Greece 

by Philip II of Macedonia in 338 marked the end of this period. 

 

As a result of the Greco-Persian Wars Athens became more powerful 

than the other Greek city states. It was at the height of its 

cultural achievements and imperial power in the fifth century B.C. 

during the time of Pericles. But the rivalry between Athens and 

Sparta led to the Peloponnesian War. Nearly all the city states 

were involved in this war. The war ended when Athens surrendered.  

  

Greece entered the 4th century under Spartan hegemony. But then 

Sparta was defeated by another city state, Thebes. Finally, the 

rising power of Macedon eclipsed Thebes, too.  

  

 

 

 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cf/Cavalcade_west_frieze_Parthenon_BM.jpg


 2 

1) Read the text on the preceding page and write the names of 
two Greek statesmen next to these dates: 

 

a)____________________ (ca. 495 – 429) 

 

 

b)____________________ (382 - 336 B.C.) 

 

 

2) Complete the following sentences with the correct cities. 
 

a) _______________ was at the height of its commercial 

prosperity and cultural and political dominance under 

Pericles. 

b) _______________ gained dominance over all of Greece after the 

Peloponnesian War. 

c) _______________ was the chief military power before Greece 

was conquered by Macedonia. 

  

3) Read about Sparta and Thebes. What is each city famous for?  
 

Sparta, a city-state of 

ancient Greece in the 

southeast Peloponnesus. 

Settled by Dorian Greeks, it 

was noted for its militarism 

and reached the height of its 

power in the sixth century 

B.C. 

 

Thebes, chief city of 

Boeotia, in ancient Greece. 

It was originally a Mycenaean 

city. Thebes is rich in 

associations with Greek 

legend and religion (Oedipus; 

the Seven against Thebes; 

Epigoni).  

 

 

Marble statue 

of 

a helmed 

hoplite 

(5th century 

BC), possibly 

Leonidas, 

Sparta, 

Archæological 

Museum of 

Sparta, 

Greece 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oedipus 

with the 

Sphinx, 

from an 

Attic 

red-

figure 

cylix 

from the 

Vatican 

Museum, 

ca. 470 

BC 
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4) Use the words in the box to complete the biographies of 
Pericles and Philip II. 

 

a) Alexander; b)Athens; c)democracy; d)Golden Age; 

e)Macedon; f)Parthenon; g)Peloponnesian; h)polis 

  

 
Roman copy of a Greek work 

sculpted after 429 BC. 

(Berlin, Altes Museum). 

 

Pericles was a statesman of ancient 

Greece who tried to unite the country 

under the leadership of his own 

city,1)_______________. Pericles also 

promoted 2)_______________ within 

Athens. His rule is sometimes known as 

the 3)______________ of Greece. Many 

magnificent buildings, including the 

4)______________, were built under his 

administration. He led the Athenians at 

the beginning of the 5)_______________ 

War but died soon afterward.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Victory medal (niketerion) struck in 

Tarsus, 2nd c. BC (Cabinet des 

Médailles, Paris). 

 

Philip II (382 - 336 B.C.) of 

6)_______________ became king in 

359 B.C. He proceeded to conquer 

neighbouring lands. Eventually, 

Philip defeated the combined 

armies of Thebes and Athens at 

the Battle of Chaeronea, in 338. 

Philip’s conquest of Greece put 

an end to the independent Greek 

7)_______________. Philip was 

about to try to conquer Persia 

when he was assassinated. His 

son 8)_______________ succeeded 

him as ruler of Macedonia. 
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The Persian Wars (492 – 449). 

 

 

When Darius I came to power 

in Persia in 522, the 

Ionian Greek city-states 

were under Persian control. 

When the Greek supported a 

revolt by the Ionians, 

Darius invaded Greece 

(492). He assembled a huge 

army on a plain near 

Athens; his devastating 

defeat at the Battle of 

Marathon sent him back to 

Persia. In 480 the Persians 

under Xerxes I again 

invaded Greece. This time 

all Greece fought together 

in a confederacy of states 

called the Delian League. 

Sparta was in charge of the 

army and Athens of the 

navy. A band of Spartans 

under Leonidas was overcome 

at the Battle of 

Thermopylae, allowing the 

Persian army to reach 

Athens, which they sacked 

(480). The Persian navy was 

soundly defeated at the 

Battle of Salamis and the 

army was defeated at the 

Battle of Plataea in 479. 

Sporadic fighting went on 

for more than thirty years. 

 
Read the text and 

 
a) Find the names of two Persian 

Rulers:  

i) ______________ 

 ii) _______________ 

b) Find the names of three 

battles that the Greek won: 

i) ______________ 

 ii) _______________ 

 iii) ______________ 

c) Find the name of a battle 

that the Greek lost 

i) ______________ 

d) Find the name of a Ionian 
city on the map: 

i) ______________  

 

e) Complete the following 
sentence:  

i) The Delian League 

was a 

__________________

__________________

_________ 
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Peloponnesian War (431 – 404 BC) 

 

 

The Peloponnesian War was 

fought between Athens and 

Sparta, the leading city-

states of ancient Greece, 

together with their allies, 

which included nearly every 

other Greek city-state. Its 

principal cause was a fear of 

Athenian imperialism. The 

Athenian alliance relied on 

its strong navy, the Spartan 

alliance on its strong army. 

Fighting broke out in 431, 

with Pericles commanding the 

Athenians. In 421 there was a 

period of peace. Then Athens 

started a disastrous 

expedition against Syracuse in 

Sicily. Its forces were 

destroyed in 413. The war 

continued until the Athenian 

navy was destroyed at the 

Battle of Aegospotami with 

Persian help. Sparta became 

the leading power in Greece. 

The Peloponesian War marked 

the end of the 5
th
 century 

golden age of Greece. 

 

 

 
Read the text and  

 

a) complete the following sentence. 

i) The Peloponnesian War was fought between Sparta and 

Athens and their _______________. 

 

b) find a word in the text for the following definition: 

i) _______________ :the actions of a powerful country that    

  tries to gain control of other    

  countries. 

c) find out who helped the Spartans defeat Athens. 

 

d) write two sentences about the consequences of the 

Peloponnesian War. 
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Athens I: Acropolis and Agora 

Athens was the principal Greek polis in the 5th century BC. It 

reached its height under the government of Pericles. Life in the 

city was organised around two main centres: the agora and the 

acropolis. 

 
1) Look at the illustrations below: 

 

 

 

b)19th 

century 

drawing 

of what 

the 

Propylaea 

might 

have 

looked 

like when 

intact. 

a) The Parthenon's position on the 

Acropolis allows it to dominate the city 

skyline of Athens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c) Greece, Athens, Agora, site 

map. Reconstruction in drawing. 

Stephen Conlin (c) Dorling 

Kindersley. 

 

 
  

d) Temple of Athena 

Nike.Nike means "Victory" 

in Greek, and Athena was 

worshiped in this form, 

as goddess of victory, on 

the Acropolis, Athens 

e) The inside of the 

restored stoa of Attalos, 

one of the most 

impressive stoa in the 

Athenian Agora 

f) The Erechtheum 

contained sanctuaries to 

Athena Polias, Poseidon, 

and Erechtheus.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Parthenon_from_SW_%28finished_438_BC%29.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:AthinaiPropylaen.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/51/Stoa_in_Athens.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Erechtheum-athens11.jpg
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2) Read the two texts below. Which illustrations correspond to 

which text. 

 
    

I 

Acropolis (“upper town”): the citadel or elevated fortified 

part of a Greek city. The most famous is the Acropolis of 

Athens. It was the fortress and sanctuary of the city, and 

had been enclosed by a massive wall as early as the 

thirteenth century BC. All previous fortifications, 

buildings, and statues were destroyed in the Persian 

occupation of 480–479 BC. The acropolis was rebuilt under 

Pericles. First came the Parthenon, then the Propylaea, 

Temple of Athena Nikē, and Erectheum, as well as many lesser 

sanctuaries. 

 
   

II 

 

Agora: (“market”): Central to every Greek city and town was 

the agora, a marketplace and meeting place. It was a large, 

usually rectangular space surrounded by public buildings. 

Platforms, altars and statues of gods, sportsmen and 

political figures could also be found there. The stoa, a 

long building with columns, offered a sheltered promenade or 

meeting place. Shops were located in the stoa. Farmers came 

with their produce. Slaves were placed on display and bought 

and sold. Craftsmen had stalls, shops or workshops in or 

near the agora. Busy and bustling, the agora was a vital 

area for a community. 

 
2) Read the texts again and complete the sentences below: 

 

a) The term “acropolis” means “_______________ town”. 

b) An acropolis was a fortress (or citadel) and a 

_______________ . 

c) The most _______________acropolis is in Athens. 

d) The acropolis in Athens was destroyed by the _____________ 

and rebuilt under _______________. 

e) The term “agora” means “_______________”  

f) There were _______________  of important people in the agora. 

g) A stoa is a covered walk with ______________.  

 

3) The agora and the acropolis were the main spaces in Greek 

towns. Describe them and find similar spaces in our town. 
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Athens II: Economic activities 

The polis of Athens was formed by the city and the surrounding 

territories. The inhabitants of the city lived on trade and 

industry.  

a) Hand-made products were made in small workshops: where 

craftsmen made pottery, weapons, fabrics, and so on. 

b) Merchants owned ships and navigated the Mediterranean Sea. 
They sold Athenian products and bought food, wood and copper. 

The Athenians used silver coins, called drachmas, in their 

exchanges. 

c) Thousands of peasants lived in the countryside in very poor 
conditions. They cultivated vines, wheat and olive trees, 

which also were their main foods. 

 

 

 

Read the text and fill in the gaps the different characteristics 

of the economic activities.  

Craftsmen 

 

place of work Products 

Merchants 

 

place of work products  

Peasants 

 

place of work  Products 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

http://images.google.es/imgres?imgurl=http://media-cdn.tripadvisor.com/media/photo-s/00/17/f8/59/grapes-on-the-vine-at.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.tripadvisor.es/ReviewPhotos-g32861-r6002921-Paso_Robles_California.html&h=450&w=337&sz=41&hl=es&start=18&tbnid=locvowo1VnfkZM:&tbnh=127&tbnw=95&prev=
http://holylandimports.net/olivewood%20_pictuers_Intro/OliveWoodTrees.gif
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:SNGCop_039.jpg
http://images.google.es/imgres?imgurl=http://www.300spartanwarriors.com/images/428_Corinthian_helmet.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.300spartanwarriors.com/battleofthermopylae/armorweaponry.html&h=600&w=428&sz=39&hl=es&start=5&um=1&tbnid=VXHJBQXaiRMRvM:&tbnh=135&tbnw=96&prev=
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Athens III: citizens and non-citizens 

Athenian citizens could participate in politics and had full 

rights. But only men whose mothers and fathers were Athenian could 

be citizens. 

Most of the people were non-citizens. They could not participate 

in politics, although their situations were very varied.  

a) Foreigners were free. Most of them were engaged in trade and 
craftsmanship. They paid taxes and formed part of the army.  

b) Slaves were not free, but the property of a family. They were 
usually prisoners of war or slaves’ children.  

c) Women could be free or slaves, but in any case, they always 
had to be guarded by a man, either their father or husband. 

 

1) Read the text and complete the diagram below: 

 

 
2) What is the main difference between a citizen and a non-citizen 

in Athens. 

 

3) Complete the text below with the following words: 

 

a) Girls guardian home property 

 

With the exception of ancient Sparta, Greek women had very limited 

freedom outside the __________. They could not take part in the 

assembly, or vote, or serve on juries. Every woman in Athens had a 

__________  who was either her closest male birth relative or her 

husband. __________ in Athens were normally married by the age of 

13 to men who were in their late 20s or 30s. Although they could 

own clothing, jewellery and a personal slave, they could not own 

any other __________.  

Ancient 

Athens 

6th - 5th 

c. BC 

Citizens Non 

citizens 
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Read the text below and find out more about slavery in ancient 

Greece:  

 

Slavery in Ancient Greece 

Slavery was an essential institution in the Athenian state. Two 

fifths (some historians say four fifths) of the population were 

slaves. Slave labour produced much of the wealth that gave the 

citizens of Athens time and money to pursue art and learning and 

to serve the state. 

Slavery in Greece was a peculiar institution. When a city was 

conquered, its inhabitants were often sold as slaves. Kidnapping 

boys and men in “barbarian,” or non-Greek, lands and even in other 

Greek states was another steady source of supply. If a slave was 

well educated or could be trained to a craft, he was in great 

demand. 

An Athenian slave often had a chance to obtain his freedom, for 

quite frequently he was paid for his work, and this gave him a 

chance to save money. After he had bought his freedom or had been 

set free by a grateful master, he became a “metic”— a resident 

alien. Many of the slaves, however, had a miserable lot. They were 

sent in gangs to the silver mines at Laurium, working in narrow 

underground corridors by the dim light of little lamps. 

1) Are the following sentences true or false 
a) We know the exact number of slaves in Ancient Athens. 
b) The Greek referred to the non-Greek people as 

barbarians. 

c) Slaves could buy their freedom. 
d) Free slaves became citizens. 

  

 

 

Agriculture, a common use 

for slaves, Scene of 

olive-gathering by young 

people. Attic black-

figured neck-amphora, ca. 

520 BC 

A slave nanny taking the 

baby. Greek red-figure 

vase from Athens about 

450 BC 

This scene from a wine 

cup shows a slave dancing 

to entertain party 

guests. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Amphora_olive-gathering_BM_B226.jpg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ancientgreece/athens/slaves.shtml##
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Athens IV: The first democracy 

The word democracy literally means “rule by the people.” It is 

derived from a Greek word coined from the words demos (“people”) 

and kratos (“rule”). At the beginning of the 5th century BC Athens 

emerged as the first democracy in the history of the world. As a 

form of government, democracy contrasts with monarchy (rule by a 

king, queen, or emperor), oligarchy (rule by a few persons), 

aristocracy (rule by a privileged class), and tyranny (absolute 

rule by a single person), the modern term for which is 

dictatorship. 

1) Read the text and complete the following summary: 

a) First the text explains the meaning of the word 

“_______________”, then it mentions _______________ as the birth 

place of democracy and finally it lists other forms of 

_____________.  

2) Complete the definitions below with the correct words from 
the text. 

a) _______________:  rule by a few members of a community or 

group, who possess greater wealth and influence than the 

rest.  

b) _______________:  A government in which a single leader 

exercises absolute control over all citizens and every aspect 

of their lives.  

c) _______________: a system of government in which the country 

is ruled by a king, queen or other royal person and the next 

ruler will be another member of the same family. 

d) _______________: a system of government in which people 

choose their rulers by voting for them in elections. 

e) _______________: government by a hereditary nobility. The 

Greek word means ‘rule of the best’. 

3) Complete the diagram below. 

   

Government  

of manyf  
 

 

Government  

of a fewf  
 

  

Government  

of one   f  
 

  



 12 

 

Government in Ancient Greece 

 

The Greeks had a lot of different kinds of governments, because 

there were many different city-states in ancient Greece, and they 

each had their own government.  

 

Between about 2000 and 1200 BC, all Greek city-states seem to have 

been monarchies, ruled by kings. Homer's Iliad, and Greek 

mythology in general, shows us a whole series of kings like 

Agamemnon and Theseus, and some of their palaces have survived.  

 

Later only a few Greek city-states still had kings. Sparta is the 

most famous of these, though actually Sparta had two kings, 

usually brothers or cousins, at the same time. One would stay home 

and the other go off to fight wars.  

 

Most city-states in the Archaic period were ruled by oligarchies. 

Then in the 600's and 500's BC a lot of city-states were taken 

over by tyrants. A tyrant was usually one of the aristocrats. He 

got power over the others by getting the support of the poor 

people.  

 

In 510 BC, the city-state of Athens created the first democratic 

government, and soon other Greek city-states imitated them. Even 

city-states that weren't Greek, like Carthage and Rome, 

experimented with giving the poor people more power at this time. 

But Athenian democracy did not really give power to everyone.  

1) Complete the text below with the correct form of government: 

a) For the most part, Greece began by having _____________, 

then _____________ , then _____________ and then 

_____________. 

2) Are the following sentences true or false: 
a) Some royal palaces from the period before the Dark Ages 

still exist. 

b) Sparta was ruled by kings. 
c) Tyrants used the help of the poor to gain power.  
d) Democratic government existed only in Athens. 

 

Lion gate 

of the 

citadel 

of 

Mycenae. 

 

 

A modern 

statue 

of King 

Leonidas 

of 

Sparta. 
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Athens V: government institutions 

There were three main institutions in Athens: 

a) The Assembly or Ekklesia. The most important institution of 
Greek government. The Athenian citizens met four times a 

month on a hill known as the Pnyx. The Assembly was open to 

all male citizens over the age of 18, regardless of class. It 

passed laws, decided on war and peace, and elected a council 

of 500 members, called the Boule. They voted by a show of 

hands. 

b) The magistrates. Elected by the Ekklesia. They were in charge 
of implementing the decisions made by the Assembly. In 

ancient Arhens there were 9 chief magistrates called archons. 

They were in charge of religious and judicial matters. Other 

relevant magistrates were the ten strategoi, who led the army 

and navy.  

c) The supreme court (Heliaia). Formed by 6,000 citizens elected 
every year. They were chosen by lot among all the male 

citizens over 30.They decided legal cases. 

Use the text and these definitions to complete the diagram below  

 The executive branch of government is concerned with putting 

decisions, laws, etc into effect 

 The legislative branch of government is concerned with making 

the countries laws 

 The judicial branch of government is concerned with the 

administration of justice. 

Institutions Functions Branch 

Assembly or Ekklesia   

  Executive 

 Decides legal cases  

Read the text again and complete the text next to the picture with 

the correct word. 

 

The __________ with the 

Acropolis at the Background. It 

was the meeting place of the 

world’s first democratic 

government. The flat stone is 

the speaker’s platform. 

 


