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III) RELIGION 

The ancient Egyptians worshipped many different gods. They were 

polytheistic. Each city had its own collection of gods. But the 

main god was the sun, called in different ways: Ra, Amun or Atum. 

Other gods were Isis, Osiris and Horus. The Egyptians also 

worshipped natural elements (earth, river Nile), animals 

(crocodile), and the pharaoh. 

 

 

1) Find a synonym in the text for the following definition: 

 

a) to show respect and love for God or a god  _____________ 

 

2) Find an opposite in the text for the following expression: 

 

a) monotheistic _____________ 

 

3) Match the words on the left with the correct columns on the 

right to find out more about the religion of Ancient Egypt 

 

a) Depiction of gods 1. * Ra – sun god and lord of the      

   universe 

   * Osiris – god of the underworld  

   * Horus - skygod 

b) Number of gods 2. Daily offerings to gods in temples,  

   consisting of food and drink – no  

   human sacrifice. 

c) Main gods 3. More than 2000 gods – some such as Ra    

   where worshipped throughout the whole  

   country, while most had only a local  

   cult centre. 

d) Dwelling 4. Every god had his dedicated temple.  

   Only pharaohs and priests were      

   allowed in temples. 

e) Sacrifice 5. Gods are male and female, sacred  

   animals, humans with heads of animals    

   and fully human. 

f) Tombs 6. There was no established book or set  

   of teachings 

g) Sacred texts 7. Egyptians devoted much time and  

   wealth preparing for survival in the  

   next world. 
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4) Read the descriptions and write the name of the correct god 

below each picture. 

1) The god Re was identified as the sun, often depicted as the 

sun's disk itself, or as a falcon-headed man wearing a sun-disk on 

his head.  

2) Horus was originally the sky-god, envisioned as a falcon who 

was the divine protector and patron of the king. 

3) Thoth was a moon god, depicted as an ibis-headed man. He was 

the inventor of writing and acted as scribe to the gods. 

4) Bastet was the cat-goddess. She was depicted as a woman with a 

cat's head. 

5) Anubis was embodied in the jackal. He carried out the first 

mummification of the body of Osiris, and therefore became patron-

god of embalmers. 

 

   

a)  b) c) 

 

 

c) d) 



 3 

 

Mummification 

The Egyptians believed in 

afterlife and wanted to 

keep the bodies for the 

new life. Dead people were 

embalmed and wrapped in 

cloth and so converted 

into mummies. Mummies were 

put into a sarcophagus and 

buried in tombs. The 

sarcophagus was surrounded 

by different things that 

the deceased could need in 

their life after death: 

food, clothing, statues of 

servants ...  

1) Find the words in the text that match the following 
definitions: 

a) __________: (n) another life that some people believe 

begins after death. 

b) __________: (v) to preserve a dead body after death by 

artificial means. 

c) __________: (v) to cover someone or something by putting 

paper, cloth etc round them. 

d) __________: (n) a large decorated stone coffin that was 

used in ancient times. 

2) Read the text below: 

Preparing a body for the afterlife in ancient Egypt was a very 

long and complicated process. The first step in the process was to 

make a cut in the abdomen, below the ribs, on the left side of the 

body. They had to cut into the body so that they could take out 

special organs.  Once the organs were removed they were placed in 

canopic jars. The organs that were placed in the jars include: 

stomach, lungs, intestines, and liver.   

Next the brain would be extracted through the nose and then thrown 

away. The heart was left in place because later in the underworld 

Anubis would weigh the heart and guide the soul through the 

underworld. Then, the body and organs were preserved with spices 

and dried out with natron salt.   

The entire preservation process took about 70 days.  After the 

process was complete, the body was wrapped in linen.  Death masks 

were placed on the head of the mummy around the bandages. 
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3) Copy a sentence from the text on the preceding page for each 
illustration. 

a) 

 

b) 

 

a) 

 

a)  

b) 

c) 

 

4) This scene depicts what occurs after a person has died, 
according to the ancient Egyptians.  

 

 

a) Describe the illustration. 

b) Try to find the following characters:  

I) 14 judges 

II) a scale 

III) Anubis 

IV) Toth 

V) A God with a Crocodile Head 

 

5) This is a description of the illustration on the preceding 
page. Put the text in the correct order. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/28/Krukkerberlin.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/28/Krukkerberlin.jpg


 5 

 

 a. Next, below, the jackal god Anubis, who represents 
the underworld and mummification, leads the deceased 

before the scale. In his hand, Anubis holds the ankh. 

  

 b. Anubis then weighs the heart of the deceased (left 
tray) against the feather of Ma'at, goddess of truth 

and justice (right tray). If the heart of the 

deceased outweighs the feather, then the deceased has 

a heart made heavy with evil deeds. In that event, 

Ammit the god with the crocodile head and 

hippopotamus legs will devour the heart, condemning 

the deceased to oblivion for eternity.  

 c. Beginning with the upper left-hand corner, the 

deceased appears before a panel of 14 judges to make 

an accounting for his deeds during life. The ankh, 

the key of life, appears in the hands of some of the 

judges.  

 b. Horus, the god with the falcon head, then leads the 
deceased to Osiris. Osiris, lord of the underworld, 

sits on his throne, represented as a mummy. Behind him 

stand his wife Isis and her sister Nephthys. Isis is 

the one in red, and Nephthys is the one in green. 

Together, Osiris, Isis, and Nephthys welcome the 

deceased to the underworld.  

 d. But if the feather outweighs the heart, and then the 
deceased has led a righteous life and may be 

presented before Osiris to join the afterlife. Thoth, 

the ibis-headed god of wisdom records the outcome. 

 

6) Comment on the illustrations below. 

  
  

 

 

 

 

http://images.google.es/imgres?imgurl=http://www.nisbett.com/symbols/images/ankh.h1.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.nisbett.com/symbols/ankh.htm&h=390&w=220&sz=3&hl=es&start=1&tbnid=onHfE5vopt9BVM:&tbnh=123&tbnw=69&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dankh%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Des%26sa%3DG
http://images.google.es/imgres?imgurl=http://www.thekeep.org/~kunoichi/kunoichi/themestream/maat_headdress.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.thekeep.org/~kunoichi/kunoichi/themestream/egypt_headdresses.html&h=114&w=87&sz=3&hl=es&start=43&tbnid=y76nV9IHw6F8TM:&tbnh=87&tbnw=66&prev=/images%3Fq%3DMa%2527at%2B%252B%2Bfeather%2Bof%2Blife%26start%3D40%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D20%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Des%26sa%3DN
http://bp0.blogger.com/_vEXaMeHFM0E/Rv5EnClceyI/AAAAAAAAA8g/MSq8X1IEhFs/s320/horus.jpg

