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Side B 

from an 

Attic 

black-

figure 

amphora, 

ca. 570–

565 BC. 

 

 

II) ARCHAIC GREECE 

In the 8th century BC, Greece began to emerge from the Dark Ages. 

It was divided into many small self-governing communities. Greek 

geography contributed to this phenomenon: every island, valley and 

plain is isolated from its neighbours by the sea or mountain 

ranges.  

Several cities became dominant in Ancient Greece: Athens, Sparta, 

Corinth, and Thebes. Each of them brought the surrounding rural 

areas and smaller towns under their control. Athens and Corinth 

also became important maritime and mercantile powers. 

The Greek population grew and the economic activities increased  

during this period. The Greek city states could begin to establish 

colonies on the Mediterranean coasts. By the sixth century the 

Greek world had become a cultural and linguistic area much larger 

than the geographical area of present day Greece. 

The oldest literature in the Greek language dates from this 

period: the Iliad and the Odyssey, two epic poems attributed to 

Homer. In the Archaic Period the most important sculptural form 

was the kouros, the standing male nude. The kore, or standing 

clothed female figure, was also common. A new technique of 

pottery, called black – figure pottery, spread from Corinth to the 

other city states. 
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1) Match each text with the correct illustration. 
 

a) Map of the city states of Ancient Greece. 
b) Map of the Greek influence in the mid 6th century BC. 
c) An archaic Greek kourus statue 
d) An archaic Greek kore statue 
e) A black figure amphora. 
f) Reconstitution of the world described by the Odyssey 

 

 1) 
 

                                                                    

2) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) 

 

 4)   5)  6) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Homer_world_map-en.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Location_greek_ancient.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c5/Homer_world_map-en.svg
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2) Read the text again and say if the following sentences are 
true or false. 

a) The geography of Greece made the development of the city 
states more difficult. 

b) In the eighth century Greek colonies emerged on the 
Mediterranean coasts. 

c) The cultural impact of Ancient Greece was limited to the 
Aegean Sea. 

d) Sparta was an important maritime power. 
e) The Illiad and the Odyssey are two plays written in the 

Archaic period. 

f) Female nude sculptures were common in Archaic Greece. 
g) Corynth was the only city state that produced black-figure 

pottery. 

  

 

Greek Colonization 

During the Archaic Age the Greek population increased greatly and 

the cities were unable to feed all their inhabitants. A part of 

the population was forced to emigrate. From about 750 BC the 

Greeks began 250 years of expansion, settling colonies in all 

directions.  

To the east, the Aegean coast of Asia Minor was colonized first, 

followed by Cyprus and the north coast of the Aegean Sea and south 

coast of the Black Sea. Eventually Greek colonization reached as 

far north-east as present day Ukraine and Russia. To the west the 

coasts of Sicily and southern Italy were settled. In southern 

Italy so many colonies were planted that the region became known 

as Magna Graecia. The Greek also founded colonies in the south 

coast of France, Corsica, and even north-eastern Spain. Greek 

colonies were also founded in Egypt and Libya.  

 

1) Read the text and answer these questions 

 

a) What was the main reason for Greek emigration? 

b) When did the Greek colonization take place? 

c) Find an expression in the text that matches the following 

definition: 

 

_______________: 

collective name for the Greek cities 

of southern Italy founded by 

colonization from the mainland of 

Greece and from the Greek cities of 

Asia Minor. They became prosperous 

through trade and the fertility of 

their land, and developed a 

flourishing culture and even their own 

schools of philosophy.  
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d) Indicate with arrows the expansion of Greek colonization from 

the Balkan Peninsula to other territories in Europe. 

 

 

e) Complete the text next to the map with the correct words 

 

 

 

Greek city 

_____________ of Magna 

Graecia. 
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Homer, the Iliad and the Odyssey 

1) Match these illustrations with the correct texts on the 

following page. 

 

 

a) Reconstruction of the Trojan 

Horse at the site of Troy. 

b) Achilles bandages the arm of 

his friend Patroclus. Detail of 

a vase (c. 500BC). Staatliche 

Museen, Berlin. 

 

 

 

c) Marble bust of Homer in the 

British Museum. Roman copy of a 

lost Hellenistic original of the 

2nd c. BC. 

d) Helen, detail from an Attic 

red-figure krater, ca. 450–440 

BC, Louvre. 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ab/Achilles_Patroclus_Berlin_F2278.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Detail_Menelaus_Painter_Louvre_G424.jpg
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i) The Iliad and The Odyssey were two epics written by Homer 

about 700 B. C. Little is known about Homer. Some say he was 

a blind man from the island of Chios. He probably didn't 

invent the stories. Instead he wrote down stories that had 

been passed down for hundreds of years. The Iliad tells about 

the Trojan War. The Odyssey is the adventure of how King 

Odysseus got home from the Trojan War after wandering for ten 

years. 

 

ii) Achilles was a half-god. He only had one weakness, his heel. 

His mother had dipped him in a sacred river to make him 

invincible. While doing so she held him by his heel. This 

left Achilles' heel unprotected. Achilles was the strongest 

and best fighter in The Iliad. 

 

iii) Helen was married to King Menelaus of Sparta. Paris, the son 

of King Priam of Troy, fell in love with her. Paris kidnapped 

Helen. Menelaus's brother was the King of Mycenae. His name 

was Agamemnon. Agamenon was angered by the kidnapping. He 

raised a great army of Greek warriors. The army sailed to 

Troy. The Greeks fought the Trojans for ten years. 

 

iv) Odysseus was the King of Ithaca. He grew tired of the 

fighting and thought up a brilliant plan to overthrow the 

Trojans. Odysseus had his men build a huge wooden horse. They 

took it to the gates of Troy. The Trojans didn’t know that 

the Greek army was hidden inside the hollow horse. During the 

night, they slipped out of the horse and opened the gates to 

the city. The rest of the Greek warriors entered the city and 

were able to beat the Trojans. King Priam was killed. The 

Greeks also took many slaves. They burned Troy. The Greeks 

were able to return Helen to Menelaus. 

 

2) Make a list of the places mentioned in the texts: 

a)      b) 

c)      d) 

3) Find the places on the map on the following page: 
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4) Match the names on the left and the sentences on the right: 

 

a) Homer 

b) Odysseus 

c) Achilles 

d) Helen 

e) Menelaus 

f) Agamemnon  

g) Priam 

h) Paris 

i) the king of Sparta 

ii) the king of Mycenae 

iii) the greatest warrior of the Greek 

iv) a blind author from the island of 

Chios 

v) the king of Troy 

vi) the king of Ithaca 

vii) the king of Troy’s son 

viii) the king of Sparta’s wife 
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5) Read the texts on the right and to complete the sentences under 

the illustrations. 

 

Portion of the legendary walls of 

__________ first excavated by _________ 

__________. 

Background to the 

‘Iliad'  

For many centuries it 

was believed that the 

‘Iliad' was a piece of 

imaginative and 

inventive fiction. In 

1870, however, the 

German scholar Heinrich 

Schliemann began 

excavations at the 

place where he believed 

Troy once stood. The 

excavations revealed 

the ruins of nine 

cities built atop one 

another over a period 

of 3,500 years. Homer's 

Troy was the seventh 

city. Ruins of its 

great walls, 16 feet (5 

meters) thick, and 

flanking towers still 

remained. 

 

 

_______________  kills the 

suitors with the help of his son 

_____________. 

The Odyssey 

The Odyssey is the story of 

King Odysseus's return trip 

home from the Trojan War to his 

kingdom of Ithaca. He sailed 

from Troy with many ships 

filled with gold, slaves, and 

other treasures he had taken 

from Troy. The gods were angry 

and Odyssey had a lot of 

trouble getting home Even after 

he reached his home he found 

that his house had been taken 

over by suitors who wanted to 

marry his wife Penelope. With 

the help of his son Telemachus, 

Odysseus killed all the 

suitors.  

 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/69/Mnesterophonia_Louvre_CA7124.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/69/Mnesterophonia_Louvre_CA7124.jpg

