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A view of the troposphere from an aeroplane's window. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II) ATMOSPHERE 
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Moon in Earth’s atmosphere. 

 

 

Earth's atmosphere is the layer 

of gases surrounding the planet 

Earth. The Earth’s gravity holds 

the atmosphere in place. The 

atmosphere protects life on 

Earth because it absorbs 

ultraviolet radiation from the 

sun. The atmosphere does not end 

at a specific place. It just 

gets thinner at higher 

altitudes. There is no clear 

line between the atmosphere and 

outer space. 75% of the 

atmosphere is within 11 km of 

the Earth's surface. 

 

 

 

 

1) Read the text. Use the underlined words to complete the 

sentences. 

a) ____________________ is the height of an object or place 

above sea level. 

b) ____________________ light makes your skin darker. 

c) ____________________ are fluid. They can freely move and 

expand. 

d) ____________________ is a force. On the Earth, it makes 

things fall toward the ground. 

e) ____________________ the region beyond Earth’s atmosphere. 

f) ____________________ means region or level. 

g) ____________________ is the energy that comes from the sun. 

 

2) Are the following sentences true or false? 

1) Earth is surrounded by gases. 

2) The atmosphere protects us from ultraviolet radiation. 

3) The atmosphere stops at a precise altitude. 

4) Atmosphere and outer space are clearly separated. 

5) The atmosphere is thinnest near the surface of the earth. 

 

http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gas
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ultraviolet
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radiation
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outer_space
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Force
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth
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Scientists divide the atmosphere into five 

regions or layers.  

 

1) Look at the illustration of the 

atmosphere on the left and fill in the 

correct names of the different layers: 

 

thermosphere; mesosphere; exosphere;  

troposphere; stratosphere  

 

a) ________________________: 

   is the lowest layer of the atmosphere      

    

 

b) ________________________: 

   from 18 km to about 50 km,   

    

 

c) ________________________: 

   from about 50 km to about 80    

   km to 85 km,  

 

d) ________________________: 

   from 80–85 km to more than 650 km  

 

 

e) ________________________: 

   the highest layer of the atmosphere 

 

 
2) Look again at the illustration and fill 

in the correct layer. 

 

1) Commercial airplanes travel in the 

upper ____________. 

2) Meteors burn up in the ____________. 

3) Weather balloons sent information from 

the ____________. 

4) The space shuttle orbits in 

____________.  

3) Use the “Wikipedia” to find out where 

the ozone layer is located. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Edge_of_Space.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thermosphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesosphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exosphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Troposphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stratosphere
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Each of the layers of the atmosphere is defined by how temperature 

changes as altitude increases. 

 

1) Look at the illustration on the preceding page.  
Use “decreases”, “increases” and “is fairly constant” to 

complete the text below. 

 

 In the troposphere, temperature _______________ as 

altitude, or height, increases. It can go as low as 

-52°C.  

 The temperature in the stratosphere _______________, 

then it _______________ slightly. 

 The mesosphere begins where the temperature starts 

to _______________with altitude.  

 In the fourth layer, the thermosphere, temperature 

_______________ rapidly with altitude. It can reach 

well over 1,000°C. 

 The fifth and highest layer of the atmosphere is the 

exosphere. The temperature in the exosphere 

_______________, averaging around 1,200°C.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPOSITION OF EARTH’S 

ATMOSPHERE 

 

Look at the pie charts on the 

right and decide whether the 

following sentences are true or 

false: 

 

a) There are only two gases in 
Earth’s atmosphere. 

b) Nitrogen and oxygen are the 
most common gases. 

c) There is more nitrogen than 
oxygen. 

d) There is more than 1 per 
cent argon in the 

atmosphere. 

e) The lower pie represents 
the more common gases 

f) CO2 is the formula for 
carbon dioxide. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Atmosphere_gas_proportions.svg

