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Alexander fighting Persian king Darius III. Alexander Mosaic, from Pompeii, Naples, Museo 

Archeologico Nazionale. 

 

IV) HELLENISTIC GREECE 

 

The Hellenistic period of Greek history was the period between the 

conquest of Greece by Philip II of Macedon in 338 BC and the 

annexation of the Greek peninsula and islands by Rome in 146 BC.  

 

Under King Philip II Macedon had become strong and united. The 

Greek city states were exhausted by war and refused to unite. 

Philip attacked the Greek city states and conquered the whole of 

Greece.  

When Philip was assassinated in 336 BC, his son Alexander became 

king. He attacked Persia and conquered most of the ancient world. 

The Greek city states became part of a great empire, governed by 

one king.  

After the death of Alexander, his generals divided his empire into 

several kingdoms that controlled the area from Greece to 

Afghanistan.  

The Hellenistic age came to an end with another conquest – that of 

Rome. Macedon fell first, then the Romans defeated Greek at the 

battle of Corinth in 156 and the Greek peninsula became a Roman 

protectorate. 
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1) Comment on the maps below. Write a short comment for each 
illustration. 

 

  
 

a)  

 

 

b)  

 

 

 

 

 

c) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

d) 
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2) Read the text and find out more about Alexander the Great 

Alexander was born in the northern Greek kingdom of Macedonia in 

July 356 BC. His parents were Philip II, King of Macedon, and his 

wife Olympias. Alexander was educated by the philosopher 

Aristotle. Philip was assassinated in 336 BC and Alexander 

inherited a powerful kingdom. He quickly dealt with his enemies at 

home and then he began to conquer the massive Persian Empire. 

He led his army to victories across the Persian territories of 

Asia Minor, Syria and Egypt without suffering a single defeat. His 

greatest victory was at the Battle of Gaugamela, in what is now 

northern Iraq, in 331 BC.  

Over the next eight years in his capacity as king, commander, 

politician, scholar and explorer, Alexander led his army a further 

11,000 miles, founding over 70 cities (among them Alexandria in  

331 BC) and creating an empire that extended across three 

continents and covered around two million square miles.  

He died of a fever in Babylon in June 323 BC. 

 

Comment on the map below 
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3) Use the text and the map on the preceding page to complete the 

timeline below with the correct dates:  

 

Alexander the Great Timeline 

 

 Date Event 

a  Born at Pella, Macedonia 

b  Acceded to throne of Macedon 

c  Wins Battle of Issus 

d  Accomplishes Siege of Tyre 

e  Wins Battle of Gaugamela 

f  Founds Alexandria 

g  Dies in Babylon 

 

 
Battle of Gaugamela  

 

Clash between the forces of Alexander the Great and Darius III of 

Persia that brought the fall of the Persian Empire. Attempting to 

stop Alexander's incursions, Darius prepared a battleground on the 

Plain of Gaugamela in present-day Iraq and, with his much larger 

army, waited for Alexander. His plans were undone by Alexander's 

brilliant tactics; when Darius saw defeat was imminent, he fled 

and his army was cut down. Alexander's victory gave him control of 

South Asia. 

 
 

4) Read about the battle of Gaugamela and complete the following 

sentence: 

 

The battle of Gaugamela marks the end of the _______________ 

Empire and the beginning of the Hellenistic period in 

______________ _______________. 

 

 

Bust of Alexander 

(Roman copy of a 

330 BCE statue by 

Lysippus, Louvre 

Museum). 

 

 Alexander and Darius at the battle of 

Issus 
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The division of the Macedonian Empire 

 

The sudden death of Alexander left his generals without a plan to 

administer the vast territories he had conquered. In the end, they 

decided to break up the empire and create kingdoms for themselves. 

It took more than forty years of struggles and warfare (323 – 280 

BC) before the separate kingdoms were carved out. Finally, three 

major dynasties emerged: The Ptolemies in Egypt, the Seleucids in 

Asia, Asia Minor, and Palestine, and the Antigonids in Macedonia 

and Greece. These kingdoms got their names from three generals of 

Alexander – Ptolemy, Seleucus, and Antigonus. 

 

 

1) Complete the chart below. Use one of the maps on page 2 to help 

you: 

Founder of the 

dynasty 

Name of the 

dynasty 

Name of the 

kingdom 

Geographical 

area 

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

2) Represent the division of the Macedonian Empire on the map. 
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Achievements of the Hellenistic Age 

Although these three kingdoms often fought each other, the 

Hellenistic period was one of prosperity and learning. The 

Macedonian Antigonid kingdom, the Middle Eastern Seleucid kingdom, 

and the Egyptian Ptolemaic kingdom spread Greek culture, mixed 

Greek and non-Greek populations. This led to great achievements in 

science, in philosophy, and in art. 

The dominant culture of the East was Greek. The new city of 

Alexandria in Egypt was its focus, therefore the period is 

sometimes known as the Alexandrian age, but the cities of 

Pergamon, Antioch and Athens were cultural rivals.  

1) Read the text and complete the following sentences. 

a) The combination of the knowledge of the West Asia and India 

with that of the Greeks led to ________________________ 

__________________________________________________________. 

b) The great centres of Greek culture during the Hellenistic 

period were ______________________________________________. 

2) Locate the centres of Greek culture on the map:  
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3) Read the texts below and find out more the cultural centres of 

Hellenistic Greece 

 

a) Alexandria 

Under the Ptolemaic Dynasty, Alexandria was a busy port and a 

centre of Greek culture. The Pharos of Alexandria, a lighthouse, 

was built at the entrance to the harbour. Reaching a height of 

more than 400 feet (120 meters), it was considered one of the 

Seven Wonders of the World.  

The city was a renowned centre of learning. The library of the 

ancient university (called the Museum, home of the Muses) held 

half a million manuscripts—the greatest collection of classical 

writings in the ancient world. The library lasted for several 

centuries, but was destroyed during the reign of the Roman emperor 

Aurelian late in the 3rd century AD. A smaller library was 

destroyed by the Christians in 391 because it contained so many 

non-Christian works. 

 

 
b) Pergamon 

 

Pergamon became important c.300 B.C., when a Greek family (the 

Attalids) established a brilliant centre of Hellenistic 

civilization. The chief glory of Pergamum was its sculpture. The 

Dying Gaul and a frieze for a great altar of Zeus are examples of 

the realism of Hellenistic art. Excavations begun in 1878 by 

German archaeologists. They unearthed many artistic treasures, 

including the great altar of Zeus, which are now in Berlin's 

Pergamon Museum. 

 

The rulers of Pergamon also built an important library. One of the 

library's specialties was the use of parchment, which takes its 

name from the city. Parchment, which is more durable than papyrus 

and susceptible of being folded into book form, very gradually 

superseded papyrus. 

 

 

 
c) Antioch 

 

Antioch was founded in about 300 BC by one of Alexander the 

Great's generals and became the capital of the Seleucid kings of 

Syria. It drew great wealth from the caravan trade to India and 

grew into a centre of Greek culture. 

 

Eutychides produced a Tyche, a statue of Fortune, for the city of 

Antioch during the early years of the third century BC. Highly 

admired during the Hellenistic and Roman periods, the original 

statue was copied many times, often on a small scale, leaving to 

posterity a number of replicas of the famous original.  
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4) Match these sentences with the correct illustrations below: 

 

a) The Dying Gaul is an ancient Roman marble copy of a lost 
ancient Greek statue. 

b) Artistic Rendering of "The Great Library of Alexandria." 
c) Graphic reconstruction of the lighthouse of Alexandria 
d) The front of the Altar of Zeus, as it is reconstructed in the 

Pergamon Museum in Berlin. 

e) Reduced Roman copy of colossal Greek bronze statue of Tyche 
by Eutychides ca 300 BC 

 

 I) 
 II) 

                                                                        

 

 III) 

 

 IV)  V) 
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