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IV)TEMPLES AND PYRAMIDS 

Impressive monuments were erected in the name of the kings, from 

monumental temples for the gods to the pyramids marking the 

burials of rulers. 

Temples had colossal dimensions and they were decorated with 

enormous columns. The most famous temples are those of Karnak and 

Luxor and that of Abu Simbel, in the south of the country.  

About eighty royal pyramids have been found in Egypt. The greatest 

of the Egyptian pyramids are those of the pharaohs Khufu, Khafre, 

and Menkaure at Giza. Khufu built the largest of the three, known 

as the Great Pyramid, in about 2500 BC. 
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Pyramids 

The first Egyptian tombs were known as mastabas. These were 

rectangular structures of brick or stone built over a grave. The 

mastaba was the most popular tomb in the Old Kingdom. In about 

2650 BC King Djoser built a step pyramid. The step pyramid is a 

series of stone rectangulars, one built on top of the other. In 

the early 26th century BC King Snefru built the first smooth-sided 

pyramid, at Meidum, 30 miles south of Memphis.  

Pharaohs built pyramids in the Old Kingdom and in the Middle 

Kingdom, but later rulers abandoned them in favour of less 

noticeable rock-cut tombs. New Kingdom pharaohs built these tombs 

in the Valley of the Kings. To date 62 tombs have been identified 

including that of Tutankamon. 

Giza is the site of some of the most impressive ancient monuments 

in the world. The greatest Egyptian pyramid at Gizah was built 

over a period of 20 years. Perhaps as many as 100,000 men built 

the pyramid. The structure contains more than 2 million stone 

blocks, each of which weighs, on average, 2.5 tons.  

1) Read the text. Describe the illustrations below.  

 
a) 

 
b) 

 
c) 

2) Which illustration 

corresponds to: 

1) Snefru’s Pyramid. 

2) Mastaba Tomb. 

3) Djoser’s Step Pyramid. 
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3)Complete the sentences below with the correct word: 

 

a) Map of the _______________ Necropolis. 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Rock –cut 

__________  in 

the Valley of 

the Kings 

(Partial view)   
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Temples 

 

Luxor Temple  

Luxor Temple is a large temple complex located on the east bank of 

the River Nile. It was built by two of the most famous Egyptian 

pharaohs – Amenhotep III and Ramesses II, sometimes called the 

“great builder”. The temple was dedicated to Amun, the king of the 

gods. It survived as a temple under the Greeks and the Romans, and 

later became a Christian church - and now a Muslim mosque still 

nestles among its colonnades. 

On the front of the entrance pylon of the temple, Ramesses II had 

carved the story of his great battle at Kadesh in Syria, He also 

had six huge statues of himself constructed in front of the pylon, 

but only two survive. There were also two great obelisks – but one 

of them was removed in 1835. It can now be seen in Paris where it 

stands in the centre of the Place de la Concorde. 

 

 

Karnak 

Karnak is like a theme park of ancient Egyptian religion - in 

which every god and goddess of that civilisation was represented 

over a period of about 2,000 years, with Amun at their head. 

Construction of temples started in the Middle Kingdom and 

continued through to Ptolemaic times. Approximately thirty 

pharaohs contributed to the buildings, enabling it to reach a 

size, complexity, and diversity not seen elsewhere. The huge 

colummed hall at the heart of Karnak temple is one of the most 

visited monuments of Ancient Egypt. A great avenue of ram-headed 

sphinxes linked Karnak with Luxor.   

 

 

Abu Simbel 

Abu Simbel is an archaeological site comprising two massive rock 

temples in southern Egypt. The twin temples were originally carved 

out of the mountainside during the reign of Pharaoh Ramesses II in 

the 13th century BC, as a lasting monument to himself and his 

queen Nefertari, to commemorate his alleged victory at the Battle 

of Kadesh, and to intimidate his Nubian neighbours. However, the 

complex was relocated entirely in the 1960s, on an artificial hill 

made from a domed structure, high above the Aswan dam reservoir. 
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1) Read the texts on the preceding page. Which text do the 

illustrations below belong to? 

a) 

 

b) 

 

c)  

 

d) 

 

e) 

 

f) 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3f/SFEC_EGYPT_KARNAK_2006-001.JPG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3f/SFEC_EGYPT_KARNAK_2006-001.JPG
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