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The theatre of Epidaurus. The theatre of ancient Greece was the origin of modern western theatre. 

 

 
The Aphrodite of Milos, better known as the Venus de Milo, 

is one of the most famous works of ancient Greek sculpture. 

It is believed to depict Aphrodite (called Venus by the 

Romans), the Greek goddess of love and beauty It is at 

present on display at the Louvre Museum in Paris. 

 

 

Odysseus blinding the Kyklops Polyphemos. Large amphora., c 

520 BC. The myth of the Trojan War was a great and 

continuing inspiration to Greek artists and poets. 

 
 

The Temple of Hephaestus in Athens is the best-preserved 

ancient Greek temple in the world. 

 

 

ANCIENT GREECE 
 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0f/Epidaurus_Theater.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/21/Venus_de_Milo_Louvre_Ma399_n4.jpg
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? 

Aeschylus Aesop Aristopanes Aristotle Euclid 

 

     
Euripides Herodotus Hesiod Hippocrates Homer 

 

 

? 

 

? ? 

Perikles Pheidias Plato Polikleitos Praxiteles 

 

 

? 

   
Pythagoras Sappho Socrates Sophocles Thucydides 

 
Ancient Greece: Hall of fame 

 

 

 

 
I) INTRODUCTION: A)ANCIENT GREEK CIVILIZATION 

Ancient Greece occupied the southern area of the Balkan Peninsula 

and a group of islands around the Aegean Sea in the east 

Mediterranean.  

The ancient Greeks lived in independent cities. Each of them had 

its own government, laws and army. This is why they were called 

city states or polis. Nevertheless, all of them belonged to the 

same civilization, because they shared a common language, religion 

and culture. 

Ancient Greece provided the foundation of Western Civilization. 

The Greeks made extraordinary contributions to human culture, 

especially in the areas of government, philosophy, drama, and the 

visual arts. 
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1) Look at the map on 
the left and locate 

the Balkan 

Peninsula and the 

Aegean Sea. 

 

2) Read the text and answer the following questions. 

a) What is a city state or polis? 

b) Why did the Greek city states belong to the same 

civilization? 

c) What did Ancient Greece contribute to our civilization? 

3) Look at the map below and find the names of the following 
places: 

 

a)_______________ : An island of 

southeast Greece in the eastern 

Mediterranean Sea. 

 

b)_______________ : An arm of the 

Mediterranean Sea between Greece 

and Turkey. 

 

c)_______________ : An ancient 

region of Greece around Athens. 

 

d)_______________ : A peninsula 

forming the southern part of  

Greece. 
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4) Read the texts below and find out more about Greek culture. 

 

a) 

 

Homer (c. 800 BC (?) - c. 750 BC (?) is the man who, according 

to legend, wrote the two great epics of Greek history: the 

Iliad (the tale of Achilles and the Trojan War) and the Odyssey 

(about the travels of Odysseus). Both books are considered 

landmarks in literature. The details of Homer's life are a 

mystery; some scholars believe that he never existed, and that 

the works attributed to him were actually told and gathered by 

many people over many centuries. 

 

b) Aeschylus (525/524 - 

456/455 BC) wrote over 80 

plays, but only 7 survived. 

He was the first of the 

three great Greek 

tragedians, preceding 

Sophocles and Euripides. 

 

b) Herodotus (484 – 430 BC) was 

among the first to approach 

the reporting of history in a 

logical way. He tried to 

separate true events from 

myth. His most famous work, 

“The Histories”, remains a 

widely-read account of the 

Persian invasion of ancient 

Greece. 

 

c) Praxiteles (c. 390 – 320 

BC) exemplified the 

tendency of the Greek 

sculptors of the fourth 

century to move away from 

the severe dignity of the 

fifth century to an art 

more concerned with human 

feeling. One surviving 

marble statue is thought to 

be his original work. His 

most famous work was the 

Aphrodite of Cnidus, now 

known through copies. His 

graceful, sinuous poses 

were much imitated. 

 

d) Aristotle (384 – 322 BC) spent 

nearly 20 years at Plato's 

Academy, first as a student 

and then as a teacher. After 

Plato's death he travelled to 

many and educated a famous 

pupil, Alexander the Great, 

the Macedonian who nearly 

conquered the world. Among his 

works are the texts “Physics”, 

“Metaphysics”, “Rhetoric” and 

“Ethics”. 
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5) Complete the sentences with the correct names. 

a) ______________ is considered the father of Greek tragic drama. 

b) ______________ is regarded as the "Father of History”. 

c) ______________ is one of the most famous Greek sculptors. 

d) ______________ is at the start of Western literary tradition. 

e) ______________ is one of the "big three" in Greek philosophy. 

6) Read the texts again and do the following exercises: 

a) Find the names of two other Greek playwrights. 

 

b) Find the name of another Greek philosopher in the text apart 
from Aristotle. Can you give the name of third philosopher of 

the “big three in Greek philosophy”? 

 

c) Complete the sentences below with the correct words: 

i) _______________ is the hero of Homer's Iliad and 

_______________ is the hero of The Odyssey. 

ii) Herodotus is the author of “The _____________ “. It is 

mainly about the wars between the Greek and the 

______________. 

 

iii) The illustration on the left 

corresponds to a Roman copy of the 

_______________  ___ ______________  

This was one of the most famous works 

of the Attic sculptor Praxiteles (4th 

century BC). 

 



 6 

 


