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Nefertiti (1370 BC – 

1330 BC) was the wife 

of the Egyptian Pharaoh 

Akhenaten. She may have 

also ruled as pharaoh 

after her husband's 

death. She was made 

famous by her bust, now 

in Berlin’s Altes 

Museum. It was 

attributed to the 

sculptor Tutmose and 

was found in his 

workshop. 

 

 

 

 

ANCIENT EGYPT 
 
I) INTRODUCTION 

Already in the old Stone Age hunters and fishermen lived on the 

banks of the Nile River. The people learned to cultivate the soil 

and grow crops. They domesticated animals and irrigated their 

land. Eventually city states emerged and trade with other cultures 

developed. 

Towards the end of the fourth millennium BC several independent 

city-states united to form a single state ruled by one king, or 

pharaoh. This state soon developed a highly distinctive culture. 

 

The civilization of Ancient Egypt lasted almost 30 centuries and 

was most powerful in the second millennium BC. In 332 BC, the 

arrival of Alexander the Great marked the beginning of the end of 

an independent civilization in the Nile valley. 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/46/Nefertiti_30-01-2006.jpg
ebcid:com.britannica.oec2.identifier.ArticleIdentifier?articleId=346183&library=EBK&query=null&title=Nile%20River#9346183.toc
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1) Find two words in the text that match the following 
definitions: 

 

a) _______________ : (v):  to bring water to land through a  
 system of  pipes, ditches etc to make     

 plants grow.  

 

b) ________________ :(adj.) : easy to recognize because of  
 being different from other people or    

 things of the same type. 

 

2) Are the following sentences true or false? Correct those that 
are false. 

  

a) Ancient Egypt was a civilization that lasted for a short 
time. 

 

b) The River Nile was the basis for the development of Ancient 
Egypt’s civilization. 

 

c) Ancient Egyptian civilization reached its most important 
stage in the first millennium before Christ. 

 

d) Ancient Egypt established trade relations with other 
cultures. 

 

3) Egyptian Culture. Match each word with the correct 
definition. 

 

Hieroglyphs; Mummy; Papyrus; Scribe; Temple; Wall painting  

 

a) _____________ : A dead body that was preserved in 

special oils and wrapped in cloth. 

b) _____________ :are symbols in the form of pictures, 

which are used in some writing systems, especially that 

of Ancient Egypt 

c) _____________ : Painting applied to a prepared wall 

surface. 

d) _____________  :A building that is used for worship in 

some religions. 

e) ______________: A public clerk or secretary, especially 

in ancient times. 

f) ______________: a type of paper made from plants that 

was used in Ancient Egypt 

 

4) Use the words above to complete the text next to the 
illustrations on the next page. 
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A section of the “Book of the 

Dead” showing __________ . 

The __________ of Horus at Edfu 

is an example of Egyptian 

architecture.  

 

 

 

Buying an animal  

_______________ was seen as  

a pious act towards the god 

represented by the animal. 

______________  are a rich 

source of everyday life in 

Egypt.  

 

 

 

 

 

_____________ enjoyed a high 

social position in  Ancient 

Egypt. 

A section of the Egyptian “Book 

of the Dead” written on 

__________. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/9d/Papyrus_Ani_curs_hiero.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:S_F-E-CAMERON_EGYPT_2006_FEB_00289.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Egypt.Papyrus.01.jpg
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5) Read the text below and find out more about Ancient Egypt 

The first written records of Egypt go back to about 2900 BC. These 

records indicate that Lower Egypt and Upper Egypt were united 

under a king named Menes at about this time. Menes built the city 

of Memphis, which remained the capital for about 1,000 years. 

Historians have grouped the pharaohs, or rulers of ancient Egypt, 

into 30 dynasties. The dynasties in turn are grouped into three 

main periods known as the Old, Middle, and New kingdoms. These 

lasted from about 2600 BC to 30 BC, when Egypt became part of the 

Roman Empire. 

The Old Kingdom lasted from about 2575 to 2130 BC. It was during 

this period that the three pyramids of Giza were built. Near the 

second pyramid, is the Great Sphinx. The pyramids were part of an 

architectural complex, or collection of buildings that included 

temples and other monuments. 

During the Middle Kingdom Egyptian rule was extended into the 

neighbouring country of Nubia (modern Sudan) and into Syria and 

Palestine. The capital was moved south to Thebes, far up the Nile 

in Upper Egypt. This was a period of great art and architecture, 

but few buildings from this period survive today. 

The New Kingdom began with the 18th dynasty. The greatest king of 

this era was Thutmose III, who ruled from 1479 to 1426 BC. This 

was the time of Egypt's greatest power and wealth. During this 

period many of the tombs and temples that survive today were 

built. These include the great tombs in the Valley of the Kings, 

west of Thebes. One of the tombs found in this region was that of 

the boy king Tutankhamen. 

During the 19th dynasty a vast building program was carried out by 

Ramses II, who ruled from 1279 to 1213 BC. After the reign of 

Ramses II the empire fell apart and in 332 BC Alexander the Great 

of Macedon defeated the Persians and invaded Egypt. 

After Alexander's death, Ptolemy, one of his generals, seized the 

throne. Ptolemy founded a dynasty of Egyptian kings that ruled for 

300 years. Egypt was once more prosperous, but the Ptolemies were 

foreigners and unpopular. The last of the Ptolemies was the famous 

Cleopatra. In 30 BC Egypt lost its independence and became part of 

the Roman Empire. 
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6) Look at the map and find the two cities mentioned in the text. 

Complete the text on the right with the correct city. 

 

 

_______________: 

 

An ancient city in Lower 

Egypt. Reputedly founded 

by Menes, the first king 

of united Egypt. 

 

_______________: 

 

An ancient city of Upper 

Egypt on the Nile River 

in present-day central 

Egypt. It flourished from 

the mid-22nd to the 18th 

century B.C. as a royal 

residence and a center of 

religious worship 

 

7) Find the correct words to complete the text below. 

 
 

The Great _______________ of 

Ghiza has the facial features 

of a man but the body of a 

lion; it is approximately 240 

feet (73 meters) long and 66 

feet (20 meters) high. 

The Valley of  _______________ 

contains the tombs of numerous 

pharaohs of the XVIII, XIX, and 

XX Dynasties, including that of 

Tutankhamen. 
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8) Which of these pharaohs are mentioned in the text. 

 

 
 

 
Menes 

ca 3100 BC – 3000 BC 

Khufu 

2551 BC – 2528 BC 

Senusret III 

1878 BC – 1860 BC 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Hatshepsut 

1479 BC – 1458 BC 

Thutmose 

1479 BC – 1425 BC 

Tutankhamun 

1333BC – 1324BC 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ramesses II 

1279 BC – 1213 BC 

Ptolemy I 

323 BC – 283 BC 

Cleopatra 

51 BC – 30 BC 

 

 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/1/11/Hatshepsut.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/fc/TuthmosisIII.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Tutankhamun.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:RamsesIIEgypt.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/0/07/Ptolemy_i_bm.jpg
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9) Write the names of the pharaohs in the columns on the right. 

 

Early Dynastic rulers 

3100 BC – 2950 BC 

 

Old Kingdom rulers 

2950 BC – 2575 BC 

 

Middle Kingdom rulers 

1975 BC – 1640 BC 

 

New Kingdom rulers 

1539 BC – 1075 BC 

 

Greco – Roman rulers 

332 BC – 395 AD 

 

 

5) Complete the table below writing these events in the correct 
order:  

a) Tombs are constructed in the Valley of Kings. 
b) Ptolemy becomes king. 
c) Earliest known hieroglyphic writing. 
d) Egypt conquers Nubia. 
e) Creation of the city of Memphis. 
f) The Great Pyramids are built at Giza. 
g) Thebes becomes the capital of Egypt. 
h) Persian Conquest. 

YEARS PERIODS/DYNASTIES MAIN EVENTS 

2900 – 2575 BC Early Dynastic Period 

(1
st
 – 3

rd
 Dynasties) 

1) 

2) 

2575 – 2150 BC Old Kingdom 

(4
th
 – 8

th
 Dynasties) 

3) 

2125 – 1975 BC 1
st
 Intermediate Period 

(9
th
 – 11

th
 Dynasties) 

 

1975 – 1640 BC Middle Kingdom 

(11
th
 – 14

th
 Dynasties) 

4) 

5) 

1630 – 1520 BC 2
nd
 Intermediate Period 

(15
th
 – 17

th
 Dynasties) 

 

1539 – 1075 BC New Kingdom 

(18
th
 20

th
 Dynasties) 

6) 

1075 – 715 BC 3
rd
 Intermediate Period 

(21
st
 – 25

th
 Dynasties) 

 

715 – 332 BC Late Period 

(20
th
 – 30

th
 Dynasties) 

7) 

332 BC – 395 AD Greco – Roman Period 8) 



 8 

 


