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Roman Forum with Palatine Hill in the background. The Roman Forum was the 

central area around which ancient Rome developed, and served as a hub for daily 

Roman life. 

 

  
The Appian Way (Via Appia), a road 

connecting the city of Rome to the 

southern parts of Italy, remains 

usable even today. 

Pont du Gard in France is a Roman 

aqueduct built in c. 19 BC. It is one 

of France's top tourist attractions 

and a World Heritage Site. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roman mosaics 

from Italica, 

Spain. 

 

 

 

ANCIENT ROME 
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At the height of the Roman Empire, Rome's influence reached as far north as 

Hadrian's Wall in present day England, as far south as Egypt, and as far east 

as present day Turkey and Syria. 

 

 
I) INTRODUCTION 

 

Ancient Rome was a civilization that started as a small 

agricultural community on the Italian Peninsula in the 9th century 

BC. In its twelve centuries of existence, Roman civilization came 

to dominate Western Europe and the area surrounding the 

Mediterranean Sea. 

Ancient Rome can be divided into three periods. Founded in 753 BC, 

it was first ruled by kings. Then, in 509 BC, a republic was 

established. The republic became an empire in 27 BC. That empire 

lasted for almost 500 years. But in the fourth century the Roman 

Empire was divided into two parts. Soon, the western part of the 

empire went into decline and its ruler was deposed by a barbarian 

leader in 476. The eastern part became the Byzantine Empire and 

lived on for another millennium. 

Because of the Roman Empire, Roman culture spread to Western 

Europe and the area surrounding the Mediterranean Sea. Ancient 

Rome contributed greatly to the development of law, war, art, 

literature, architecture, technology and language in the Western 

world, and its history continues to have a major influence on the 

world today. 
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1) Read the text and copmplete the table below: 

 

a) The Roman Kingdom   753 BC   - _____ BC 

b) The Roman Republic _____ BC  - _____ BC 

c) The Roman Empire _____ BC  - _____ AD 

 

 
2) Match the sentences on the left with the maps on the right. 

 
a) The Roman Republic around 100 BC. 
b) The division of the Empire.  
c) The small state of the Roman Kingdom. 
d) Map of  the Roman Empire around 120 AD. 

 

 
 

i) 

 

ii) 

 
  

iii) 

 

iv) 

 

 
3) Find a word in the text that matches the following defintion 

 

 

_______________ 

 

 

 

Name applied by the Greek to all non-Greek 

speaking peoples. The Romans adopted the word 

and its sigficance. It now included anyone not 

Greek or Roman. 
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ROMANCE LANGUAGES 

French,  Italian, Portuguese, Romanian, and Spanish are called 

Romance languages. They are all derived from medieval Latin 

dialects spoken in areas of Europe governed by the Roman Empire. 

The languages are classified as Romance because of similarities in 

structure and vocabulary. The complicated grammatical structure of 

Latin gave way to greater simplicity in the Romance languages. 

 

Originally Latin was spoken by small groups of people living along 

the lower Tiber River. Then Latin spread with the growth of Roman 

political power, first throughout Italy and then through most of 

western and southern Europe. The earliest Latin inscriptions date 

from the 7th century BC. Latin literature dates from the 3rd 

century BC. Soon Vulgar Latin, or the Latin spoken by the common 

people, became different from literary or classical Latin. The 

Romance languages developed from Vulgar Latin. During the Middle 

Ages and much of the Renaissance, Latin was the language used by 

scholars in the West. Until the latter part of the 20th century, 

its use was required in the liturgy of the Roman Catholic church. 

 

 

1) Are the following sentences true or false? 

 

a) Romance languages have similar structures and vocabulary. 
b) Romance languages have more complicated structures than 

Latin. 

c) Many people spoke Latin before the rise of the Roman Empire.  
d) Romance languages developed from classical Latin. 
e) Latin remained important after the fall of the Roman Empire. 

 
2) Look at the map and write a romance language next to each 

colour: 

 

Distribution of major Romance languages: 
 

     _______________       _______________       _______________  

 

     _______________       _______________ 

 

 


