The Green Squadron

by David Iglesias Domínguez
Just like they do every year, when the good weather gets closer, the six friends get together at Paula's house to set in motion their rescue team.  They call it "The Green Squadron".  They all live in Bujarte, a little Andalusian city surrounded by beautiful woods of pine and bushes, and they all go to "Space of Peace" school, as well as being neighbours and very good friends.

The bad thing is that these precious woods surrounding Bujarte tend to burn on account of some visitors who leave their fires lit.  These fires, aside from posing many other dreadful consequences for the environment, cause the death of many small animals which become trapped in their caves and nests, unable to escape the smoke or flames.  This is where "The Green Squadron" comes into play: Paula, Jorge, Luis, Julia, Natalia, and Andrés are experts in the rescue of these little animals.

Before the first heat waves come, which is when the risk is highest; they get together and sketch out a plan of action.  They themselves never get close to the fire (that's for professionals); their work consists of highlighting the main at-risk zones on a map and showing where the main breeding places of forest animals are, and above all, the nests.  Also, they write up some simple fliers which they distribute throughout the whole city, advising their neighbours as to how to explore nature in a responsible way, to prevent fires and other environmental disasters.  When there is a fire in a nearby forest, they pick up all the nests they can from the endangered area, and carry them to some cages they have set up in Jorge's backyard.  Then, when everything's back to normal, they return them to their original places.

The six friends hope that this year there won't be any fires, and their work won't be necessary, but ...you never know.

"We're done handing out the fliers," said Paula.

"Yeah, and my backyard is all ready," affirmed Jorge.

"So, what will we do if there's a fire?" asked Julia.

"Well, the same thing we did last year," answered Andrés, in a teasing tone.

July passed without incident, but one August morning...

"Fire!  Fire!" shouted Luis, pointing to the northern woods.

"Let's get ready!" exclaimed Natalia, decisively.

Then Jorge ordered,

"Julia and Natalia, grab the cart and go to where the nests are.

"Paula and Luis, go to the "Manuel and Family" kennel and help rescue the animals, and Andrés, you come with me to look for trapped animals.  Let's go!"

"Natalia, Natalia, help me pick up this nest," asked Julia at one point.

"Delighted," answered Natalia, going to where Julia was.

In this way, they were able to get all the nests.

Paula and Luis also had no trouble; well, they had a bit of trouble, but only a little bit: there was a pig who was very lazy and they had to push him.  But the real problem was when Jorge went to catch a rabbit.  He tripped on a rock, and when he fell down he fainted.  Andrés went running to help his friend.   He tried to wake him up.  But...nothing.  Then he had an idea: Andrés was carrying a canteen and threw water on Jorge's face.  In that instant he woke up.

"Jorge, Jorge, quick, get up.  The fire's very close!" exclaimed Andrés.

"Right, but first--" Jorge stands and picks up the rabbit he had been chasing earlier "--all right.  Let's go."

The two run out with the animals in a little cart.  Ten minutes later they're outside the forest.

"Saved," the two exclaim at the same time.

"Hellooooo!" shout Paula, Luis, Julia, and Natalia, as they arrive.

"Did you finish?" Andrés asks of the new arrivals.

"Well of course we did!" the four exclaim.

"Ha, ha, ha, ha!" the members of "The Green Squadron" laugh in unison.

A little while later the good news reached them that the fire had been put out.  And that the animals had been saved.

Furthermore, they had caught those responsible for the fire.  It was ten children who had gone on a trip and had forgotten to put out the fire.  Their punishment was to replant trees in the forest.

So now you know: Don't be like those ten children and leave your fire lit.  Learn from "The Green Squadron."
Comprehension

1.  What is the rescue team called?

2. Where do the six friends live?
3. What are the children’s names?

4. What is the plan of action that they create for when the heat comes?

5. What do the members of The Green Squadron do when a forest fire starts?

6. In what summer month did a forest fire suddenly start?  Where was that forest?

7. What happened to Jorge when he was in the woods to help the animals?

8. Who was it that helped Jorge when he had his accident?

9. Who was responsible for that fire?

10. What punishment was given to those responsible?
