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Dear Colleagues, Parents and Friends 

from Spain, Italy, Rumania and Greece

Welcome to V European Meeting on Values Education in Greece.

Will it be entertaining? I hope so.  Will it be enlightening? It should be.

With Values Education Program of Comenius, we have the chance to travel around, meet each other, exchange ideas and feelings, values and experiences and why not, to build a new society with a better Value System.   I think this is the reason that we all gathered today and I believe that this will give the opportunity to our feelings and thoughts to distinguish the more reliable ones from the less reliable, and the better from the worse in order to continue our journey in the field of Education.

I would like to congratulate Mr. Eduardo Marin, the coordinator of this Program, and all the schools that continue to participate in the Program for their terrific job they have done so far with their students.  

As a School Adviser of the Elementary Schools in P. Faliron, I would like to thank you again for giving me the opportunity to be with you.  

Last year, I had the chance to talk about ‘What kind of Values Education we need?’ and “Building a Value System through Philosophy’, and present the method of Socratic Dialogue and Community Inquiry.  I will not spend your time about it.  In case you are new in the Program, you can visit the web side (http://averroes.cec.junta-andalucia.es/vertie) for further reading.

This year, after so many events in the world, instead of talking about the different theories of Values Education and its importance in our world, I will try to entertain you with a little children story, “The Moon Man”, for inquiry and debating, an excuse for discussion. Then, I will invite, you, the children and the heroes of the story to travel to different subjects we teach in our classrooms in order to cover the National Curriculum.  Finally, I will take all of you for a walk through the different stories of the literature for deep interconnection, creative communication and reflective thinking.  

I know that all this traveling sounds crazy.  After all, you are very tired because of your long journey to Greece. Be patient, relax and smile!!!


When we speak of  ‘Storytelling”, what comes to our mind immediately is grandparents, parents or teachers telling stories to children.  No doubt this can be very satisfying and joyful experience.  Children become good and thoughtful listeners and storytellers. When we speak about “Story showing”, what comes to our mind is picture books or printed storybooks, TV cartoons, films and plays.  No doubt this is fun too.  Children enjoy reading, watching and listening and become good listeners and readers.


However, telling or showing a story doesn’t mean entertainment and pleasure only. It means debate and discussion, and engagement in searching knowledge, hidden meanings, messages, attitudes and values.  It means Philosophy.  Also, it means interconnection with literature and other disciplines (subjects of our curriculum).  It means communication, imagination, un-limited transfer and expression, creative and reflective thinking and action.  


Four years ago, having all these things in my mind, I had to plan my work as a teacher and take my first steps.



My first step: Socratic Dialogue and Community Inquiry:


In an attempt to apply all of these to my 9 years old students, I started from the methods that were recommended by the Philosophy Program; the Socratic Dialogue method and the Community Inquiry, where the children had to learn to strengthen their reasoning and moral judgment through questioning, analysis, explanation, looking for alternatives, self correction, sensitivity to context and reliability upon criteria.   


In the beginning, I used different children literature books, stories from our readers, articles from the newspapers etc.  Later, I dared to use the video and show different stories (films-motion pictures).  In both cases, I was prepared about the leading ideas (main themes) of the stories, such as peace, love, tolerance, fairness, kindness, trust, democracy, freedom etc. 


For a period of two months, I was satisfied with the inquiry and communicative approach I applied in my classroom.  Everything was fine.  Children started calling themselves little philosophers.  However, the National Curriculum was after me.  I had the feeling that subjects as Writing, Math, Science etc., and of course ‘parents’ pretty soon would be ready to execute me. I had to do something!!


My second step: Interdisciplinary Approach:


After a second thinking, I found out that philosophy is the discipline that prepares students to think in the disciplines.  Once the basic skills of Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening are informed with critical skills and dispositions fostered by philosophy, they will be carried by the students themselves into the diverse academic disciplines of the school curriculum.   Students who will become critical thinkers they will be able to find always connections between subjects.  Socratic questioning was the technique that could make subject connections clear.  Students during the discussion of an issue, concept and topic will be able to bring relevant concepts, knowledge and insights from many other subjects to the analysis.  


 In addition, philosophy has its own subdivisions, such as logic, ethics, epistemology and metaphysics (with many more specialized areas).  Each subdivision brings into focus some particular aspect of the content under consideration.  For example, every discipline (lang. arts, math’s, science etc.) and every concept in each discipline could be viewed from logical, ethical, social, psychological, epistemological, aesthetic and metaphysical dimension.  (see: Diagram 1).  
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  Critical Thinking Skills

Reading
Writing
Speaking
Listening


   Language Arts
Math’s    Science    Physical Ed.       Social Studies.. 


  Logic
Ethics                Epistemology         Aesthetics         Metaphysics


Philosophy

Lipman, M & A. Gazzard (Elfie, 1988 mnl. p.v)


Thus, I adopted the interdisciplinary approach and continued working with my 28 blooming flowers of my classroom without fears and without leaving out the inquiry approach. I was able to pick up a topic/concept/leading idea from our stories and examine from the perspectives of several subjects –language arts, social studies, science, cosmography, etc. by giving emphasis on logical, ethical, social, psychological, epistemological, aesthetic and metaphysical dimension of the concept under consideration.


My third step:  Communicative Approach (enriched):


That time, I had the chance to read again Rodari’s  famous book ‘The Grammar of Fantasy”and his creative techniques, as well as the “The Jolly Postman”, a story written by Janet and Allan Ahlberg. This story tells the tale of a postman who delivers different letters, postcards, checks, invitations and other written materials to the protagonists of six different stories-The Giant, The Three Bears, The Witch, The Wolf, Cinderella and Goldilocks. 


The idea of a journey through the world of children’s literature, the changing roles of the characters, the creation of a distance between characters in the story and the child (The bad Wolf and the unfair, and in-polite Goldilocks are converted into postman’s customers), the development of different attitudes and feelings toward the characters of the stories and the excellent communicative structure of the book gave me the idea to apply something similar to my work with my students.


Are you still patient, relax and smiling? If yes, get ready to share an example of our work, as I promised it. We are going to watch a children story called “The Moon Man”(1).You can write down your own questions, search for difficult concepts, hidden meanings and values, as my students did it during the inquiry approach(1st step).  Really, are they going to be similar with those of my little students?  We’ll see!!!  In the meantime, keep in your mind, some basic points of this approach:

Some Prerequisites: 

Classroom regulations:Thinking and Searching Together 

Teacher and students must decide to answer (later write down on the bulletin board)

“What we have to do when we are searching or thinking together?” and explain ‘Why”. I’ll give an example which was hanging on the wall of my classroom:

1- We raise questions

2- We listen carefully.

3- We do not interrupt.

4- We give explanations.

5- We share our thoughts, feelings and attitudes.

6- We think about the opinions, thoughts and attitudes of others.

7- We help, respect and understand each other.

8- We keep our discussion focused.

9- We think before we talk.

10- We can change our opinion (s) and attitude(s) by reasoning.

Classroom arrangement: Students have to be sit in a circle or in groups of four or five 


in a relaxed and excited classroom atmosphere.

Group activities: Students must have practiced on listening skills, questioning and


answering skills, sharing time, turn taking, working together, being leaders, 


and thinking before speaking skills.

Methodology: 

Students’ role:a) Students must write down (individually or in group) about anything 

                
     in the story they find puzzling or interesting or 

                              they make them think about, wonder or react, and

        b) They must be able for further group discussion on the selected leading idea(s).

Teacher’s role: Teacher has to apply the Dialectical method –Socratic questioning-



  The basic points of this method are:

· to select one or more students’ questions (leading ideas) for discussion.

· to clarify students’ thoughts by rephrasing or asking questions,

· to accept relevant comments, questions and examples

· to avoid lecturing and answering students’ questions,

· students must not be allowed to monopolize the discussion, 

· to avoid contradiction or inconsistency,

· to encourage students to explain things to each other,

· to avoid the ‘what’ questions and use the ‘why’ questions, 

· to help students to search beneath the surface of things,

· to encourage them to give each other opinions and reasons for their positions/assumptions and learn to take up the discussion for themselves,

· to encourage them to express their alternative views and compare their consequences,

· to help them to distinguish fact, opinion, beliefs  and reasoned judgment,

· to point out that there is no bad or good answer but only good reasoning.

· to use this type of classroom dialogue across the curriculum.

·  to give them the opportunity to make interdisciplinary connections-to research various aspects.

The little notes of the students who worked in groups were gathered and written on the board, as follows (Diag. 2):
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As you realizes, we had plenty of students’ wonderings with many leading ideas .  Thus, we had to pick up some of them and continue our discussion (Diag.3):

Diagram:3
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Our next concern was how these concepts/leading ideas could be integrated to other disciplines.  The following Diagram 4 helped us a lot.  Students decided to work in seven topics (which covered a lot of units from the N.C.), and prepare their projects: The Space and the Planet System- The Earth and Moon-How people treat animals?(experiments)-Mass Media-Tolerance- Obedience, Rules and Regulations-Human Rights. All topics were examined by the historical, scientific, geological, geographical, social, economical, environmental, political, psychological, aesthetics, emotional and moral dimensions. 

 Diagram:4
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More Communicative Approach:

After watching and discussing “The Moon Man”, and sharing my thoughts about the ‘Jolly Postman’, and other communicative ways in literature and in every day life, my students decided to go further and work in 6 groups:

a) The first group (6 students) decided to change the story, work in pairs and write three new stories about,

-“What would change in the story if the Moon Man visited Earth, last Christmas? 


       (Differences  between past and present time and situation) and

- “How would this story change if instead of the Moon Man we had a refugee coming in our country?” (different character-different place).

-“What would change in the story if the Moon Man met a  Nobel Prize Winner of Peace?” (during the discussion students used other personalities, and famous people, such as Einstein/ Armstrong/Hercules/Pericles/a leader of a religion).

b) The second group (4 students) decided to pretend-role play the different 

characters of the story (The Moon Man) who felt sorry after years and decided to send letters, cards, drawings, little stories, poems and messages, hand made presents, CDs with music and other things, as an apology for what they have done to the Moon Man long time ago.  The “Jolly Postman” was picked up to deliver all these things, not by his bike, but by Post Office’s first spaceship, the ‘JOLLY APOLOGY’.  The students role played on the News of TV (a hand made TV box) the whole trip and arrival of the Jolly Postman to the Moon, the welcome party arranged by the Moon Man with the help of stars, his three days experiences and feelings etc

c) The third, fourth and fifth group (4, 5 and 5 students) decided to read

one and two  literature books. The following books were chosen from the school library:


a) The Little Prince (Antoine Saint Expiry)




b) Alice in Wonderland (Lewis Carroll)




c) The Adventures of Gulliver (Jonathan Swift)




d) Without Family (Hector Malo), and




e) The Little Brother (L.Andritsopoulou) 


At the end of their reading, they pretended the main characters of their stories who meet the Moon Man, share their adventures and feelings, and decide to join their lives, stories and struggles by giving different plots and ends (orally and written). 


d) The last group  (4 students) decided to work in pairs.  

- The first pair interviewed  the Moon Man and all the other characters of the story.

- The second pair presented and supported their opinions on “What made these characters think or act this way, what are some other major influences on these characters, and what other alternates did they have?”


At the end of the school year, we had to evaluate our work. Students decided to prepare a questionnaire for the whole class, with closed and open questions, to find out the effect of this work on their attitudes and behaviors (changed and uchanged), to describe their experiences, to concentrate their suggestions and evaluate the effectiveness of the whole work. The results were splendid.  In addition, we covered the objectives of N.C., Students had better learning motivation and higher scores on their achievement tests.  They showed progress on individual and group participation and creativity, improvement of their self-esteem, self-correction and critical thinking, less discipline problems, changes of their feelings, attitudes, values and behavior …


I still wonder, “Do I have to be satisfied?” I am not sure. I believe, that we had more things we didn’t do in our journey.  “I and We will continue…..”  


I know that you are afraid to take a journey with your students and forget for a while the National Curriculum.  However, you dared to join the Program and you dared to travel around Europe to share your doubts, thoughts, experiences and feelings. Believe me, there is no way to forget the N. C., but to wonder about its effectiveness and dare for something different, valuable and meaningful for our children.  As Erich Fried, a German poet writes:


Don’t doubt for him 

 But be afraid of him


who tells you 


who tells you


that he is afraid. 

he has not doubts at all.’    (Doubt and Fear)

Are you doubtful for your success?  May be? 

You have plenty of time in the system of education to think about and act.

Good luck!   In the meantime, enjoy your visit to Greece!!!

Notes:

· A note of appreciation is expressed to Mrs Gill Saunders(M.Ed), an open minded and innovative Teacher Trainer from Wales-U.K. for providing us different videotapes with stories related to moral issues.

· Special thanks to the 2nd grade students and my 4th grade students of 11th P.S. of P. Faliron, and in-service training teachers of  Educational Training Center (P.E.K)  for participating, working together and sharing our experiences.

· My appreciation goes to all the teachers and students of 2nd P.S. of P.Faliron  who participate in Values Education Program  of Comenius
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The Moon Man (by Tomi Ungerer)

On clear, starry nights the Moon Man can be seen curled up in his shimmering seat in space.

Every night from his drifting sphere the Moon Man was filled with envy as he watched the Earth people dance.

“If only once I could join the fun,” he thought.  “Life up here is such a bore.”

One night a shooting star flashed by.

The Moon Man leaped just in time to catch the fiery tail of the comet.

The night creature of the woods fled in terror at the loud crash of the fallen star. 

The noise brought hundreds of people from a near-by town.

Soldiers sped to defend the Earth.  Fireman hastened to quench the flaming light.

When they reached the site of the crash, no one could decide what the pale, soft creature lying in the crater could be. 

Government officials were alerted. 

Statesmen, scientists, and generals panicked.  They called the mysterious visitor an invader.

The Moon Man was thrown in jail while a special court conducted a criminal investigation.

Poor Moon Man…his hopes of dancing among the gay crowds and bright lanterns were crushed.

One night as the Moon Man sat wondering why he was so cruelly treated he noticed that his left side had faded.

“Why, I must be in my third quarter,” he thought happily.

Every night as the moon grew thinner and thinner so did the Moon Man, until at last he was able to squeeze through the bars of his window.

When the head of the armed forces paid a visit to inspect the weird captive, he found the cell empty.  The general was furious. 

Days later, as the moon reappeared in its first quarter, a quarter of the Moon Man came back.  Two weeks later he had reached his full size again.

Delighted with his freedom, he wandered about discovering the sweet-smelling flowers, the marvelous birds, and butterflies.

He came upon a garden party where people in gorgeous costumes were dancing.

“Look!  Someone has come as the man in the moon,” a lady cried.

The Moon Man danced blissfully for hours.

Alas, a grumpy neighbor complained of the late music to the police.

Scared by the sight of the guns and uniforms, the Moon Man dashed off to the near-by woods.

But he was spotted by the policemen, and a wild chase began.   Swiftly outracing the police, the Moon Man shot across the countryside.

 In a lonely place he came upon an ancient castle.  There he was welcomed by a long-forgotten scientist, Doktor Bunsen van der Dunkel.

      For centuries he had been perfecting a spacecraft to reach the moon.

      Now finished, the intricate machine rested on its launching pad on a castle turret, Doktor van der Dunkel had grown too old and too fat to fit into the capsule.  

  He asked his quest to be his first passenger.

      The Moon Man, who had realized that he could never live peacefully on this planet, agreed to go.

      Doktor van der Dunkel decided to wait for the moon to enter its third quarter.  

      “By then the Moon Man will have grown small enough to fit into the capsule,” he thought.  

         A few nights later, the Moon Man took leave of his benefactor.

        With tears in their eyes they bade each other farewell. Then the Moon Man blasted off with a roar of rockets.

      Having succeeded in the launching of his spacecraft, Doktor van der Dunkel at last received the recognition ha had so long deserved.  He was selected chairman of an important scientist committee.  

Having satisfied his curiosity, the Moon Man never returned to Earth and remained ever after curled up in his shimmering seat space.

Copyright  1966 by Daniel Keel/Diogenes Verlag, Zurich.

Whiting and Wheaton Ltd. London
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