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Ancient GreeceTÍTULO

A2.1NIVEL LINGÜÍSTICO
SEGÚN MCER

InglésIDIOMA

Geografía e HistoriaÁREA / MATERIA

La antigua Grecia (geografía, historia, política, sociedad, arte y cultura).NÚCLEO TEMÁTICO

1º de Educación SecundariaCORRESPONDENCIA 
CURRICULAR

Sesión 1. Classical Greece.
Sesión 2. What was ancient Greece like?
Sesión 3. The History of Greece.
Sesión 4. Politics and society.
Sesión 5. Greek Art.
Sesión 6. The seven wonders of the Ancient World.
Sesión 7 Exposición de los trabajos.
Sesión 8. Final activities.
Sesión 9. What I have learned.

TEMPORALIZACIÓN 
APROXIMADA

El tema no pretende ser un análisis exhaustivo de la antigua Grecia. Se centra 
solo en determinados aspectos; el resto, será tratado en español.GUIÓN TEMÁTICO

Competencias específicas del área:
Competencia espacial (localización geográfica de los principales lugares de la 
antigua Grecia), competencia temporal (ordenación cronológica de la Historia de 
Grecia), competencia cultural y artística (análisis de esculturas), pensamiento 
social (a través de citas de filósofos).
Competencias generales:
Comunicación lingüística, Tratamiento de la información y competencia digital, 
competencia para aprender a aprender, competencia social y ciudadana, au-
tonomía e iniciativa personal.

COMPETENCIAS
BÁSICAS

- La unidad está pensada para trabajarla en su conjunto, pero también con la 
opción de hacer cada parte de forma independiente.
- Algunas de las actividades finales están pensadas para atender a la diversidad 
(ej. Readings).

OBSERVACIONES

Material didáctico en formato PDFFORMATO

Antonio Rus MartínezAUTORÍA

Identificación del material AICLE

CONSEJERÍA DE EDUCACIÓN
Dirección General de Participación e Innovación Educativa
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- Conocer, valorar y respetar los aspectos básicos de la cultura y la historia propias y 
de los demás, así como el patrimonio artístico y cultural
- Apreciar la creación artística y comprender el lenguaje de las distintas manifesta-
ciones artísticas
- Desarrollar y consolidar hábitos de disciplina, estudio y trabajo individual y en equipo
- Valorar y respetar la diferencia de sexos y la igualdad de derechos y oportunidades 
entre ellos
- Comprender y expresarse en una o más lenguas extranjeras de manera apropiada

OBJETIVOS

1. Classical Greece
2. What was ancient Greece like?
3. The History of Greece
4. Politics and society
5. Greek Art
6. The seven wonders of the Ancient World

TEMA

- Localizar lugares o espacios en un mapa
- Diferenciar los rasgos más relevantes que caracterizan alguna de las primeras civili-
zaciones urbanas y la civilización griega, identificando los elementos originales de esta 
última y valorando aspectos significativos de su aportación a la civilización occidental
- Realizar una lectura comprensiva de fuentes de información escrita de contenido 
geográfico o histórico y comunicar la información obtenida de forma correcta por  escrito

CRITERIOS DE 
EVALUACIÓN

- Definir conceptos
- Describir imágenes
- Dar opiniones razonadas
- Situar lugares claves de la Antigua Grecia en un mapa
- Clasificar conceptos
- Explicar las causas de la marginación de mujeres, esclavos y extranjeros en la 
antigua Grecia
- Comparar estilos artísticos de la antigua Grecia (arcaico, clásico y helenístico) a 
partir de imágenes

MODELOS
DISCURSIVOS

CONTENIDOS 
LINGÜÍSTICOS

FUNCIONES:
-Diálogo en
equipo para la
realización de
actividades
- Descripción 
de edificios y 
esculturas

ESTRUCTURAS:
- Para el diálogo (Did you find
__________?, Look,
__________’s here.)
- Comparativo (Greek temples 
were usually rectangular and 
smaller than Egyptian ones).
- It is made of…
- Phrasal verb (to take part).
- Expresiones (to take advantage).

LÉXICO:
Classic, Polis, democracy,
Citizens, to take part
rights, taxes, wealthy, to 
allow, foreigners, slaves, 
aristocracy,
oligarchy, diarchy…
-Verbos irregulares (to 
grow, to built…).

- Bloque 3. Sociedades prehistóricas, primeras civilizaciones  y edad antigua
- El mundo clásico: Grecia y Roma. La democracia ateniense 
- Aportación de la cultura y el arte clásico

CONTENIDOS
DE
CURSO / CICLO

Tabla de programación AICLE

- Eje cronológico sobre los diferentes períodos de la Historia de Grecia
- Texto sobre la democracia griega que se completará tras un listening
- Fichas- resumen de las 7 maravillas del mundo antiguo para completar y 
posteriormente hacer exposiciones orales
- Citas de filósofos de la antigüedad para interpretar y dar luego su opinión

TAREAS
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The Discobolus (Myron, 450 BC) and The Tenistóbolus (Gloria Lomas, 2009) 

 

Observe and think 

 
1. What does the first image represent? How about the second? 
2. Why do you think we have chosen those two pictures to introduce the unit? 

When the artist Gloria Lamos was going to create the portrait of the 
world champion Rafa Nadal, it didn’t occur to her a better inspiration 
that the greatest model of classical sculpture. In fact, the English historian 
Maine already had said that we all stem from the Greeks because 
everything from the human evolution of life is from ancient Greek. Let’s 
discover why. 
 

CONTENTS 
1. Classical Greece 

2. What was Ancient Greece like? 
3. The History of Greece 
4. Politics and society 

5. Greek Art 
6. Project: the seven wonders of the Ancient World 

7. Final activities 
8. What I have learned 

9. Links, bibliographies and acknowledgements. 
10. Teacher version worksheet 
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1. Classical Greece 
 

What does “classic” means? The word “classics” derives from the Latin 
adjective classicus: “belonging to the highest class”, connoting 
superiority, authority, and perfection”. It isn’t something that goes out of 
“fashion” and it continues being a model for the present day.   
 
 

   
 

  
 

THINK!  
What do the images above have in common? Make other examples of 
classics that you like from movies, music, literature, paintings, comedy… 
 

Films: 
Literature: 
Painting: 
Comic: 
Music: 
Others: 
 
 

Ancient Greece is called 'the birthplace of Western civilisation'. About 
2500 years ago, the Greeks created a way of life that other people 
admired and copied. The Ancient Greeks tried out democracy, started 
the Olympic Games, the drama (including both tragedy and comedy) 
and left new ideas in science, art and philosophy (thinking about life). 
 
 

Activities 
1. What is a classic?  
2. Why do you think Ancient Greece is called a classical civilization? 
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Did you know?   
 

 

 
In Ancient Greece, many writers, philosophers, 
heroes, gods and kings were bisexual. A sort of 
sexual relationship between two men was 
viewed as normal.

 
In Some Greek writings, 

the relationship 
between Patroclus and 
Achilles is considered as 

a model of romantic 
love. 

 

Alexander The Great 
might have had 

something else than a 
friendship with 
Hephaestion. 

 
Heracles, the son of 

Zeus, had many male 
lovers. 

 

 

Sappho was an Ancient Greek poetess, born on the island of Lesbos. The 
adjective deriving from her place of birth (lesbian) came to be 
associated with the love of one woman for another. 
 

  
Sappho reading to her companions on an Attic vase of c. 435 BC. On the right, the isle of Lesbos. 

 

Activities 
1. Where does lesbian come from? 
 
2. What do you think of sexual freedom in Ancient Greece?  
 
3. Do you think that sexual relationship between two men or two women 
are viewed as normal today? 
 

In Ancient Greece, many writers, philosophers, 
heroes, gods and kings were bisexual. A sort 
of sexual relationship between two men was 
viewed as normal.
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2. What was Ancient Greece like? 

1. Look at the map and answer the question. Where is Greece located? 

  

Greece is located in the __________ of _______________. 

2. Read the following text and write the words in black on the map. 

Ancient Greece consisted of 4 parts: 

- A large mainland located at the southern end of the Balkan peninsula 
(1). 

- The Peloponnesus peninsula (2). 
-  Numerous islands including Crete (3), Lesbos (4) and the Cycladic (5), 

Samotracia (6) and Rodas (7). 
- The coast of Asia Menor (8), which is now Turkey. 

Eighty percent of Greece consists of mountains or hills, making the country one 
of the most mountainous in Europe. Mount Olympus (9), once considered the 
throne of the Gods, is the highest point of Greece, rising to 2919 m above sea 
level. 

Ancient Greece was never a unified country because of its physical 
characteristics. Mountains divided the peninsula into small valleys. Each valley 
and each island was an independent state with its own government, laws… 
These independent states were called city-state or polis. For example, Athens 
(10), Sparta (11), Corinth and Thebes. However, these small states had a 
common culture, religion and language that united all the Greeks. 

Many Greeks were poor. Life was hard because farmland, water and timber for 
building were all scarce. That's why many Greeks sailed off to find new lands to 
settle. That is why many Greeks lived in colonies around the Mediterranean sea 
coast. There were Greeks in Italy, Sicily or North Africa. Sailing the sea to trade 
and find new land, Greeks took their way of life to many places. 

Adapted from 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geography_of_Greece 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/greek_world/ 
Essential Geography and History 1 (Santillana) 
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3. What influence do you believe had the mountain relief on the political 
independence of the poleis? 

 
 
4. What is a polis? Give some examples. 
 
 
5. Mark on the map with a letter for the following cities: Pella (P), Delfos 
(D), Tebas (T), Mecenas (M), Olimpia (O), Cnosos (C), Bizancio (B), Troya 
(T), Mileto (M), Halicarnaso (H). The next webpage might help you: 
 

http://www.kelpienet.net/rea/mapas/mapa500.swf 
 

6. Why did the Greeks found numerous colonies? The following map will 
help you to name the places where they had colonies. 
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3. The History of Greece 
 

TASK. Trim the titles, the text and the images on the following pages and 
copy them in the appropriate squares.  
 

1.  
 

Text 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Picture 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  

Picture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  

Text 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 
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4.  

Text 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  

Picture 

 

 

 

 

 

Text 

 

 

 

 

 

6. 

Text 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 

 

 

 

 

 

7. The Hellenistic period (323-146 BC) 

This period is when Greek culture and power expanded into the near and 
middle east. This period begins with the death of Alexander and ends with the 
Roman conquest. 
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The Minoan civilization (3.000 BC-1450 BC) 

 

The wars between Athens and Sparta 
had weakened the poleis. This very 
large Kingdom, located in the north 
of Greece, took advantage of this 
situation. His King Philip II conquered 
the Greek territories. His son, 
Alexander the Great, conquered 
the whole Persian Empire and 
reached the Indus River. 

 

 
 

This black period started when the 
Mycenean’s highly organized 

culture began to disappear. The 
great palaces and cities of the 
Myceneans were destroyed or 
abandoned, and population 

declined. During this age, the writing 
of the Greek language used by 

Mycenaean bureaucrats ceases. 
 
 
 

The Dark Age (1100 BC-800 BC)

 

The term comes from the study of Greek 
art, in which artists made sculptures in 
hieratic poses that contained the seeds 
of Classical art. There were significant 
changes in political theory (the 
republican was a form of government), 
the rise of the polis, the beginning of the 
Olympic Games (776 B.C.), as well as 
the reintroduction of the written 
language (lost during the Dark Ages), 
marking the beginning of Greek 
literature (Homer). This period is also 
characterized by the colonization of the 
Mediterranean. 

 

 

They were the soldiers from 
mainland Greece who fought Troy 
(13th century BC). They were divided 
into kingdoms, each containing a 
territory and a population 
distributed into both small towns 
and large estates owned by the 
nobility. At the end of the period, 
this civilization began to disappear 
because of Dorian and Sea people 
invasions. 

 

The Myceneans (until 1200 BC) 

 

It was the "golden age" of Greece. 
Much of modern politics, artistic 
thought, scientific thought, 
literature, and philosophy derives 
from this period. The Persian Wars 
also took place at that time. Athens 
and Sparta were dominant, but 
they ended fighting each other 
(Peloponnesian War).  

 

 
 

 
One of the earliest civilizations to 

appear around Greece was on the 
island of Crete. The name comes 
from their King Minos, that grew 

rich from trade, and built fine 
palaces. 
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 The Archaic period (c.800-c.500 BC) 

 

 

 

 

 

Macedonia (4th century BC) 

 

 Map of Alexander's empire. 

 
 

The Minotaur 

“Classical" Greece (most of the 6th, 5th and 4th centuries BC.) 

 

Kurós del Asclepeion de Paros 

 

Trojan Horse from the movie Troy 
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4. Politics and society 
 

   
 
1. THINK. What does the first picture represents? What does it has to do 
with the Greeks? 
 
2. Match the words to their definitions: 
 
Democracy: 
 
Citizens:  
 
To take part:  
 
Rights:  
 
Taxes:  
 
Wealthy:  
 
To allow:  
 
Foreigners:  
 
Slaves: 
 
Aristocracy: 
 
Oligarchy: 
 
Diarchy: 

A. Rich. 
B. The term is derived from the Greek 
aristokratia, meaning "rule of the best. 
C. A person who comes from a 
different country. 
D. To let someone do something 
E. Money you have to pay to the 
government so that it can pay 
for public services. 
F. A person who is legally owned 
by another person. 
G. The word is from the Greek 
words for "few" (olígos) and "rule" 
(arkh�). 
H. Moral or legal claims to have 
something or to behave in a 
particular way. 
I. A person who lives in a 
particular place. 
J. There are two hereditary 
monarchs. 
K. It means power of the people. 
L. To participate. 

 
 
Listen to your teacher/assistant. Fill in the gaps on the following text with 
some dates or the words given above. 
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Politics and society 
 
Initially, many Greek city states were kingdoms. By the Archaic period, 
most had already become __________ ____________. Inevitably, the 
domination of a few of families caused problems in many poleis. In the 
_____________, a new way of government was invented in Athens. It was 
_________________. 
 
The term is derived from the Greek �ῆ��� (dêmos) "people" and 
������ (krátos) "power". Now, many people and not just a few 
governed. The problem it is that not all the people could participate in 
politic because Greek society was divided into two groups: 
 
- _____________. They _____ _____ in politics, enjoyed many rights and paid 
taxes. Some were very _________.  
 
- Non-_________. Women, ___________ or ________ were not ____________ 
to ________ ______ in politics and had no political _________ at all. 
 

  
A woman seated (left) and a master and his slave (right) in a phlyax play. 

 
Other city-states founded democracies. Sparta was a notable exception 
to the rest of Greece because it was ruled by not one, but two 
hereditary monarchs (_________). 
 
 

        
 

Only a minority of people were citizens. For example, Athens had 350,000 
inhabitants, but only 40,000 were citizens. 
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Activities 
 
1. When and where was democracy invented? Why? 
 
 
2. Where does this word come from?  
 

- Democracy: 
-  Aristocracy: 
-  Oligarchy: 

 
3. Tick T (True) or F (false). Then correct the false sentences. 
 

- A. In Ancient Greece, all the people were allowed to take part in 
politics. 

- B. Sparta was not a democracy, but a monarchy. 
 
A. __________________________________________________________________ 
B. __________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How many inhabitants were there in Athens?  
 
5. How many citizens were there in Athens? 
 

THINKING 

 
 

6. Why do you think women, slaves and foreigners had no rights? (The 
words below might help you) 
 

They thought, they were, they were not born… 
sexism, inferior, colour of the skin… 

 
I think women had no rights because… 
 
 
I think slaves had no rights because… 
 
 
I think foreigners had no rights because… 
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7. Look at the picture and answer the questions. 
 

 
A vase 

 

- Describe the picture: 
 
 
 
- Which social class are these people 
from?  
 
 
- How did they live? 
 
 
 
 

 

8. Let’s compare Ancient Greece’s democracy with today’s democracy. 
Complete the chart with a tick for “yes” (√) or a cross for “no” (×) 
answering the questions: had/have they rights and were/are they 
allowed to participate in politics? 
 
 Women Slaves Foreigners Children 
Ancient 
Greece’s 
democracy 

    

Today’s 
democracy 

    

 
Was the system in Athens more democratic than ours today, or less? 

 
9. Look at the picture and answer the questions: 
 

 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/88232386@N00/2279253649 

 
- Describe the picture: 
 
 
 
 
- What do you think the image 
symbolize? 
 
 
 
 
 
- What your opinion about that? 
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10. Read the text using a dictionary to help you translate the words that 
you don’t understand. 
 
 

“Our polity does not copy the laws of other states; we are rather a 
pattern to others than imitators ourselves. It is called a democracy, 

because not the few but the many govern. If we look to the laws, they 
afford equal justice to all in their private differences; if to social standing, 

advancement in public life falls to reputation for capacity, class 
considerations not being allowed to interfere with merit (…) If a man is 

able to serve the state, he is not interrupted by the obscurity of his 
condition." 

 
Adapted from Pericles' Funeral Oration as recorded by Thucydide. 

 
 
Fill out the following table 
 

A. Principal idea: 
 
 
 

B. Another idea that has caught your attention: 
 
 
 
C. What is your opinion about that? 
 
 
 
D. Who was Pericles? Find out about him. Useful website include: 

http://www.crystalinks.com/pericles.html 
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5. Greek Art 
 
Greek is mainly five forms: architecture, sculpture, painting, pottery and 
jewellery making. We are going to focus on architecture and sculpture. 
 

Did you know? 
Greek art gave birth to Western classical art. For example, many architects 
copied Greek styles, and you can see many later buildings (from the 18th and 
19th centuries) which look “Greek”. 
 

THINK. Can you tell the names of those two buildings? 
 

  
       1.                                                       2.   
 
 

5.1. Architecture 
The most important buildings were the temples. Greek temples were 
usually rectangular and smaller than Egyptian ones, and were based on 
mathematical principles. There were three styles or "orders" of columns in 
Greek architecture: called Doric, Ionic and Corinthian. They can be 
distinguished from the capital. 

 

 
Activity 
 
1. Complete with 1, 2 or 3: 

Picture number ___ 
The capital is composed of abacus (a 

plain square slab without moldings) 
supported on an echinus. 

Picture number ___ 
The capital is composed of abacus 

and volutes. 
Picture number ___ 

The capital is decorated with 
acanthus leaves. 

 

2. Label the names in black. 
 

3. ¿Which order are the two 
buildings above? 
1. 
2. 

1

2

3
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The Parthenon is the most important surviving building of Classical 
Greece. It was built on the acropolis of Athens to the Greek goddess 
Athena, protector of the city. The building was promoted by Pericles and 
was built under the general supervision of the sculptor Phidias, who also 
had charge of the sculptural decoration. Inside, there was a huge statue 
of the goddess, over eleven meters high. 
 

 
The western side of the Parthenon on the Acropolis of Athens. 

 

5.2. Sculpture 
 

Greek sculptures tell us a story about Gods, Heroes, Mythical Creatures 
and Greek culture in general. They are made of different types of 
materials, including marble and bronze. The majority of the sculptures 
have been lost. However, we know what they were like, thanks to copies 
made by the Romans.  
 

Did you know that most of the sculptures were painted in bright 
colors? 

   Lady of Auxerre: the original and the reconstruction at the Classics Faculty, Cambridge(Sidgwick Site). 

OPINION 
Which one do you prefer? Why? 
 
 
Greek sculptures are mainly divided into 3 time periods: "Archaic", 
"Classical" and "Hellenistic". 
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Activities 
1. Look at the following pictures and describe them. The box bellow 
might help you. 
 

- The picture represents… 
- It was made of… 

- It was made in the … century 
- The author was… 
- Characteristics… 

 
 
The _____________ period 

 

 
Kroisos Kouros (anonymous, 

marble, 530 BC.)  

It represents  
 

Inspiration  
 
 

Face  
 

Other characteristics  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The _____________ period 

 

 

Discobolus in a marble copy 
(Myron, 455 B.C.)  

It represents  
 
 

Face  
 

Other characteristics  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The ______________ period 

 

 

Laocoön and His Sons (Agesander 
Athenodoros and Polydorus, marble 

50 A.D.)  

It represents  
 
 
 

Face  
 

Other characteristics  
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2. Work with a partner to categorize the following words or expressions 
into the right box (previous page). The same word can be used twice. 
Ask your partner what he or she thinks, for example:  “Where does this 
sentence go? Is it archaic or classical?” I put rigid in the archaic box, is that right?”  “Yes, 
I think rigid goes in the archaic box.” Etc. 
 

It shows the Trojan priest Laocoön and his sons being strangled by sea serpents. 
Archaic smile 

A kouros is a standing male nude 
The Classical period 

The Hellenistic period 
Little emotion shown in the face 

The Archaic period 
Inspired by the monumental sculpture of Egypt 

Drama shown in the face 
An athlete about to throw a discus 

 

CHARACTERISTICS 

 
 

Then, describe the three sculptures again with the new information. 
 
3. What were the "orders"? Describe the three types of orders in Greek 
architecture. 
 
 
 
 
4. Answers the following questions about the Parthenon: 
 

- What is it? From which order is it? 
 
- Where is it built? 
 
- When was it built? 

 
- Who is it dedicated to? 

 
- Who was promoted by? 

 
- What did Phidias do? 

 
Let’s investigate! 

How was the Parthenon destroyed?" 
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6. Project: the seven wonders of the Ancient World 
 
The Seven Wonders of the Ancient World is a well known list of remarkable 
constructions of classical antiquity. Instead of the word “wonder”, the Greeks 
used the word theamata, which translates to "things to be seen".  
 
Alexander the Great's conquest of much of the known world in the 4th century 
BC gave Hellenistic travelers access to the civilizations of the Egyptians, Persians, 
and Babylonians. These visitors began to list what they saw. 
 
The New Seven Wonders of the World was a contemporary attempt to 
create a list of new seven wonders. These were the winner. 
 

 
 

PROJECT 
The class is going to divide into groups to analyze the seven wonders of 
the Ancient World and the New Seven Wonders of the World. Students 
will have to make a poster with all the information and, after that, they 
will present their poster to the class. Useful website include: 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Wonders_of_the_Ancient_World 
 

  

-Name of the Wonder: 
Colossus of Rhodes 
-When was it built? 
280 B.C. 
-Where is located?  
The Greek of Rhodes. 
-Main characteristic: 
The Colossus of Rhodes stood over 30 meters 
high, making it one of the tallest statues of the 
ancient world. Many older illustrations (right) 
show the statue with one foot on either side of 
the harbor mouth with ships passing under. 
-Does it exist today? (If not, why?) 
No. The statue stood for only 56 years until 
Rhodes was hit by an earthquake in 226 BC.  
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-Name of the Wonder: 
 
-When was it built? 
 
-Where is it located? 
-Main characteristic: 
 
 
 
 
 
-Does it still exist today? (If not, why?) 

 

 

-Name of the Wonder: 
 
-When was it built? 
 
-Where is it located? 
-Main characteristic: 
 
 
 
 
 
-Does it still exist today? (If not, why?) 

 

 

-Name of the Wonder: 
 
-When was it built? 
 
-Where is it located? 
-Main characteristic: 
 
 
 
 
 
-Does it still exist today? (If not, why?) 
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-Name of the Wonder: 
 
-When was it built? 
 
-Where is it located? 
-Main characteristic: 
 
 
 
 
 
-Does it still exist today? (If not, why?) 

 

 

-Name of the Wonder: 
 
-When was it built? 
 
-Where is it located? 
-Main characteristic: 
 
 
 
 
 
-Does it still exist today? (If not, why?) 

 

 

-Name of the Wonder: 
 
-When was it built? 
 
-Where is it located? 
-Main characteristic: 
 
 
 
 
 
-Does it still exist today? (If not, why?) 
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7. Final activities 
 
1. Work with a partner to categorize the following words or expressions 
into the right box.  
 

 
 
 

The 
Minoan 

civilization 

The 
Myceneans 

The Dark 
Age 

The 
Archaic 
period 

“Classical" 
Greece 

Macedonia 
and the 

Hellenistic 
period 
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2. Look for the 20 words used in the exercise before. Talk with your 
classmates: 
 

Did you find __________? Where’s ___________? 
Do you see __________? I can’t find __________? 
Look, __________’s here. It’s next to __________. 

 

 
 

 
 

3. Do you like Karaoke? Let’s sing along the music of “Wooden horse”, 
composed by David Chilton and Neil Richards for the wonderful BBC’s website. 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/troy/songs/wooden_horse.shtml 
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4. Talk with your classmates and complete: 
 

    
 

 
 

 

Can you tell 
me________
__? 

Do you 
remember 
__________? 

I can’t find 
_________ . 

Did you find 
__________? 
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5. Make a timeline of Ancient Greece. 
 

→→→→→→→→→→→→→→→→→ 
3.000 BC        1450 BC         1200BC        750 BC        500 BC        323BC       146 BC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Classify the following images into the appropriate column and explain why. 
 

 
 

Doric Ionic Corinthian 
 
 

  

 
Archaic Classical Hellenistic 

 
 

  

 
1._____________________________________________________________________ 
2._____________________________________________________________________ 
3._____________________________________________________________________ 
4._____________________________________________________________________ 
5._____________________________________________________________________ 
6._____________________________________________________________________ 
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READING 

 
 

How did we come to have homosexual and heterosexual soulmates? 
 
In the beginning there were three parents: the Sun, Moon, and Earth. From sun 
was produced the man; from earth, the woman; from moon, the androgyny. 
Each of these three was a double, one head with two faces looking out in 
opposite directions, four arms and legs, and two sets of genitalia. They moved 
about on the earth with more freedom and power than humans do now (for 
example, at double speed). 
 

One day, these fast, powerful, but foolish creatures decided to scale Mt. 
Olympus to attack the gods. What should the gods do to show the foolish 
humans the error of their ways? Zeus thought and thought. Finally he had a 
brainstorm. Their arrogance would be checked if they lost their speed, strength, 
and confidence. So Zeus decided that they would be cut in half. 
 

 
 
The king of the gods cut the man-man, woman-woman, and man-woman 
creatures in half and Apollo made the necessary repairs, leaving  an opening in 
the middle as a reminder to mankind of his earlier state. 
 
After the surgery, the half creatures ran around looking for their other halves, 
trying to join together again. The creatures who had been double women 
before, were now lesbians; those who had been androgynous, looked for 
members of the opposite gender (heterosexuals); those who had been double 
men, looked for the company of men (gays). 
 
Adapted from Aristophanes' Speech on Love from the Symposium, a philosophical text by Plato. 
 
 

Activities 
1. How were human beings in the beginning? 
 
2. Why did Zeus decide the humans to be cut in half? 
 
3. What are lesbians, gays and heterosexuals? 
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THINK! 
 

 
Image: 'Not to be' (ttp://www.flickr.com/photos/38035878@N07/3528644867) 

 

Activity: What do they try to say the following quotes? 
 

1. “When I look on you a moment, then I can speak no more, but my tongue falls silent” 
2. “What is beautiful is good, and who is good will soon be beautiful.” 
Sappho (around 630-570 BC) 
 
1.___________________________________________________________________________________
2.___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. "I know that I know nothing" 
2. “The unexamined life is not worth living” 
3. “Wisdom begins in wonder” 
Socrates (469 BC–399 BC) 
 

1._____________________________________________________________________
2._____________________________________________________________________
3._____________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. “I never did anything worth doing by accident, nor did any of my inventions 
come by accident; they came by work” 
2. ”Ignorance, the root and stem of all evil” 
Plato (428 BC– 347 BC) 
 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. “Happiness depends upon ourselves” 
2. “Poverty is the parent of revolution and crime” 
3. “The only stable state is the one in which all men are equal before the law” 
Aristotle (384 BC – 322 BC) 
1._______________________________________________________________
2._______________________________________________________________
3.______________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Who were Socrates, Plato and Aristotle? 
 
2. What is your favourite quote? Why? 
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8. What I have learned 
 
 
Ancient Greece is called a _____________ ________________ because it 
was 'the birthplace of Western civilisation'. The Ancient Greeks tried out 
democracy, started the _________ Games, the _______ (including both 
tragedy and comedy) and left new ideas in science, art and 
_____________ (thinking about life). 
 

Greece is located in the __________ of _______________. 

Ancient Greece consisted of 4 parts: 

- A large ___________ located at the southern end of the Balkan 
peninsula. 

- The ____________ peninsula. 
-  Numerous islands including __________, _________ or _________. 
- The coast of ______ _________, which is now Turkey. 

Ancient Greece was never a unified country because ____________ 
divided the peninsula into small _________. Each valley and each island 
was an independent state with its own government, laws… These 
independent states were called ________________ or _________. For 
example, _______ or __________. 
 
 
 
“Classical" Greece, in the ___ century BC. was the "golden age" of 
Greece. Much of modern politics, artistic thought, scientific thought, 
literature, and philosophy derives from this period. 
 
____________ ___ ______, the son of King Philip II, conquered the 
_________Persian Empire and reached the Indus River.  
 
The _____________ period begins with the death of Alexander and ends 
with the __________ conquest. 
 

 
 
By the Archaic period, most of the city states had already become 
__________ ____________. In the _____________, a new way of government 
was invented in Athens. It was _________________. The term is derived from 
the Greek �ῆ��� (dêmos) "__________" and ������ (krátos) 
"___________". Women, ___________ or ________ were not ____________ to 
________ ______ in politics and had no political _________ at all. Sparta 
was a notable exception to the rest of Greece because it was ruled by 
not one, but two hereditary monarchs (_________). 
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The most important buildings were the __________. There were three styles or 
"orders" of columns in Greek architecture: called _______, _______ and 
____________. They can be distinguished from the _________. 
 
The _____________ is the most important surviving building of Classical Greece. It 
was built on the ____________ of Athens to the Greek goddess ___________, 
protector of the city. 
 
Greek sculptures are mainly divided into 3 time periods: "Archaic" (Ex. 
_____________) , "Classical" (Ex. _____________) and "Hellenistic" (Ex. ___________ 
___ ___ ____). 
 
 
The names of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World were: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
 
 
Name (from the Ancient Greece): 

1. 1 politician: 
2. 2 kings: 
3. 1 hero: 
4. 1 god: 
5.  3 philosophers: 
6. 2 writers: 
7. 3 sculptors: 
 

 
The things that caught my attention the most in the unit were: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And don’t forget to study the vocabulary!!!! 
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Finally, read the following statements about skills and knowledge you have learned 
during the unit. Please, circle one of these options: 
   YES  NO  NOT YET. 

 

 

Self-assessment chart 
 

Complete a chart with 
some information given. 

YES NO  
 NOT YET 

Define concepts using my 
own words. 

YES NO  
 NOT YET 

Locate places on a map. YES NO  
 NOT YET 

Describe and compare 
pictures. 

YES NO  
 NOT YET 

Compare Ancient Greece’s 
democracy with today’s 
democracy. 

YES NO  
 NOT YET 

Summarize the main ideas 
from a text. 

YES NO  
 NOT YET 

Distinguish the differences 
between the three "orders” 

YES NO  
 NOT YET 

Distinguish the differences 
between the sculptures of 
"Archaic", "Classical" and 
"Hellenistic" period. 

YES NO  
 NOT YET 

Take notes from a listening. YES NO  
 NOT YET 

 
 
 
  I  
CAN  

Look for the information 
about The Seven Wonders of 
the Ancient World. 

YES NO  
 NOT YET 

 … YES NO  
 NOT YET 

  YES NO  
 NOT YET 
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9. Links, bibliographies and acknowledgements 
	  
Nubes	  de	  palabras	  creadas	  con	  
http://www.wordle.net/ 
 
Todas las imagines son de Wikimedia Commons, o están bajo la licencia de 
Creative Commons licences exceptolas que vienen señaladas 
 

Portada 
Imágenes 
Discóbolo 
http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3582/3519242039_fc0aa9e0c1.jpg 
Tenistóbolo 
Obra de la artista Gloria Lomas 
 

1. Classical Greece 
Texto 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classics 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/greek_world/ 
Imágenes 
Todas de wikipedia menos: 
Blancanieves 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/15853267@N00/1453793381 
To be or not to be (citada) 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/38035878@N07/3528644867 
Oh My Darling, Clementine  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/40206389@N00/4243178181 
Marilyn Monroe Reading James Joyce 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/96376965@N00/152290154 

 
2. What was ancient Greece like? 

Imágenes 
Todas de wikipedia menos: 
Veleta 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/14079218@N04/2660748747 
Mapa Grecia mudo 
http://bancoimagenes.isftic.mepsyd.es/ 
 

3. The History of Greece 
Texto 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/greek_world/ 
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/time/home_set.html 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greec 
Imágenes 
Son todas de wikipedia menos 
The Dark Ages 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/71088059@N00/3387750749 
The Golden ball 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/53611153@N00/397003294 
 

4. Politics and society 
Texto 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/athens/ 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greece 
Santillana 
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Imágenes 
Todas de wikipedia menos 
Graffiti “Vote” 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/10175246@N08/2422099269 
A woman seated 
http://bp1.blogger.com/_8oYxMbefvVw/RsIGG9PKyoI/AAAAAAAAAMQ/oAJBsDvIBVw/s1600-
h/LUCIL.62.GRE.MUJERPUERTA.jpg 
Thinking man 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/43698630@N00/2403249501 
Olive gathering on a vase 
http://wpcontent.answers.com/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/68/Amphora_olive-
gathering_BM_B226.jpg/220px-Amphora_olive-gathering_BM_B226.jpg 
Obama 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/88232386@N00/2279253649 
 

5. Greek Art 
Texto 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_art 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Architecture_of_ancient_Greece 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/arts_and_theatre/ 
http://www.ancientgreece.com/s/Art/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/arts_and_theatre/ 
Santillana 
Imágenes 
Todas de la wikipedia menos:  
Discóbolo 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/68/208430060_208187c6a5.jpg 
Cabeza Kuros 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/22428648@N05/2559397348 
Discobolo (detalle cabeza) 
http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3582/3519242039_fc0aa9e0c1.jpg 
Dama de Auxerre sin color 
http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/ZgI6IyR80gsSxyks6wClkQ 
 

6. The seven wonders of the Ancient World 
Texto 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Wonders_of_the_Ancient_World 
Imágenes 
Wikipedia 
 

7. Final activities 
 
Marilyn Monroe Reading James Joyce 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/96376965@N00/152290154 

 
 

Quería agradecer a Mary Kate Murphy por su colaboración 
en la elaboración de la unidad. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 




