
European journal of population, ISSN 0168-6577 
Volume 31, number 1 (february 2015)

ORIGINAL PAPER

How Migration Affects the Timing of Childbearing: The Transition to a First Birth
Among Polish Women in Britain 
Christiane Lübke

P. 1-20 

Abstract
Views differ on how migration affects the timing of childbearing. Whereas migration has long been considered a break
in the life course, hindering family formation, this disruption hypothesis has recently been challenged. New findings
indicating that there is often an acceleration of childbearing shortly after migration have led to the formulation of the
interrelation hypothesis. Examining the childbearing behaviour of Polish women, this study extends previous research
by  combining  information  from the  countries  of  origin  and  of  destination.  Using  retrospective  data  from Poland
(derived from the European Social Survey) and Britain (derived from the Labour Force Survey), discrete-time event
history methods are applied to study the transition to a first birth in relation to the timing of migration. The results
show that there is a disruption of childbearing prior to migration, as well as an acceleration of fertility in the years
immediately following the move.  
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Abstract
The transitional decline of fertility in Italy has never been studied using micro-data, with the exception of small areas.
For the first time, we use individual retrospective fertility data collected for all the ever married women living in 20 % of
households subjected to census in 1971 in the Veneto region (North-East Italy), a ‘late-comer’ area in the context of
Western European fertility decline (TFR = 5.0 in 1871 and 1921, 2.5 in 1951 and 1971). In order to consider broad
explanations  of  fertility  decline,  we combine individual  retrospective  data  with  other  information available  at  two
territorial  levels  (58  districts  and  582  municipalities),  using  a  three-level  clustered  regression  model  (district,
municipality, woman). The main results are: (1) even if the (few) women with 8 + years of schooling born in the last
decades of the nineteenth century already had a TFR around two, this value is not seen among women with low levels
of education until those born 50 years later; (2) the link between fertility and secularization strengthens cohort after
cohort,  whereas the connections between  fertility  and industrialization  and  fertility  and urbanization  weaken;  (3)
throughout the period, the statistical inverse relationship between education and fertility is strong, both at the territorial
and individual level.  
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Abstract
The values and attitudes towards gender roles are often investigated and compared from a cross-country perspective without
the proper statistical treatment of the measurement invariance (MI) assessment. This implies that the conclusions based on
composite scales of gender norms, gender role attitudes or gender egalitarianism, to name only a few, may be questionable.
In this study, we address this lack by investigating the cross-country MI properties of the Gender Equality Scale (GES) based
on World Value Survey data. We use multi-group confirmatory factor analysis with and without alignment to determine the
configural, weak, strong and strict MI. The results show that the concept of gender equality is not comparable across all
countries involved in the survey. In particular, it seems to differ between Western Europe and Central and Eastern Europe.
We claim that only selected Central and Eastern European countries exhibit a configural MI but fail to show full weak MI and
definitely fail to show full strong and full strict MI. However, under the aligned measurement framework, we succeeded in
showing that for these countries, comparisons of the country rankings with respect to the GES are valid provided that a
correction  for  non-invariance  of  certain  factor  loadings  and/or  intercepts  is  applied.  Our  study  shows  that  the  most
egalitarian gender role attitudes measured by the GES are observed in the Czech Republic, Hungary, Lithuania and Croatia.
They are significantly higher than the gender equality attitudes recorded in the lowest scoring countries Poland, Slovakia,
Albania and Romania.  
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Abstract 
Integration models are often viewed as a necessary tool for framing integration policies,  and for measuring integration
efficiency. While “old” European immigration countries in Europe account for a systematic framework of integration policies
embedded in a given integration philosophy, new immigration countries (particularly Italy, Greece, Portugal and Spain) have
lacked  a  coherent  set  of  integration  policies  and  practices  and,  it  goes  without  saying,  a  philosophical  approach  to
integration. This vacuum has often been seen as a source of marginalization and ‘differential exclusion’, suggesting the
existence of a North–South divide in integration matters, and more importantly, outcomes. However, there is still a striking
lack of appropriate comparative empirical evidence backing or dismissing this divide. The objective of this article is to explore
national-level differences in the real performance of immigrants in selected European countries of immigration along key
indicators of integration outcomes, including school attainment and labor market participation. We here discuss the position
of Italy, Spain, Greece and Portugal as a coherent cluster of countries and compare the performance of their migrants with
that of other foreign-born workers settled in the West of Europe. Our evidence provides little support for the idea that the
Southern countries are a unique cluster and that they homogeneously lag behind in terms of integration outcomes.    
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