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Abstract
This article investigates the relationship between migrants’ destination choices and the formal labor market access
afforded by multiple potential host countries in the context of the EU’s eastward enlargement. We use an index of labor
market access laws combined with data on migration from new EU member states into the existing states of the EU
and EFTA from 2004 through 2010 to test whether (1) migrants are attracted to destinations that give them greater
formal labor market access, (2) migration flows to any given destination are influenced by the labor market policies of
competing destinations, and (3) the influence of labor market laws on migrant flows is mediated by social networks,
language ability,  and educational  level.  Our data support  the first  two propositions and partly  support  the third:
Migration between origin/destination pairs was positively associated with the loosening of destination labor market
restrictions, while negatively associated with the loosening of competing destinations’ labor market restrictions. In
addition, the influence of destination labor market access appears to be weaker for destinations in which migrants
have larger existing co-national networks, and for migrants from countries with languages that are more similar to the
destination language, although we do not discern a clear mediating effect of education level. Our models also include
variables for a set of economic indicators, social welfare spending, geographic distance, and historical relationships,
and the estimated coefficients on these variables are largely in line with theoretical predictions. By combining rich EU
data with a unique approach to evaluating competing legal regimes, the analysis helps us better understand how law
shapes migration in a multi-destination world.   
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Abstract
After Poland’s accession to the European Union in 2004, Polish migration within Europe has increased considerably. Still,
little  is  known about  this large and growing group of  immigrants.  Using unique panel  data from the Dutch population
registers, we first apply sequence analysis to explore and describe the variety of family life courses among young adult (aged
20–30 at migration) Polish migrants in the Netherlands. Each individual family life career is followed for a 5-year period on a
monthly time base. Optimal matching analysis is applied to compute (dis)similarities between individuals, in order to cluster
into predominant life paths. Second, a series of logistic regression analyses were carried out to determine the main factors of
importance on the different family life paths. Findings showed a strong impact of the partner’s origin on the type of union
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and likelihood of return migration. Unemployment was found to be another important trigger of return migration. With regard
to gender differences, we found that men are more likely to remain single and to leave the Netherlands at some point, while
women more often cohabit and tend to stay.   
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Abstract 
This paper focuses on intra-European partnership formation in three European countries: Belgium, the Netherlands and
Switzerland. Intra European mobility has been actively promoted and stimulated by the European Commission (e.g., free‐
movement of persons, the Erasmus student exchange program). One of the reasons for this promotion is that exchanges and
relationships between Europeans of different descent are seen as a core indicator of the success of the European project. In
this paper,  we address the question  to  what  extent  intra-European mobility  fosters partnerships  between Europeans of
different descent. Intra-European mobility can create opportunities both to meet partners from other European countries and
to accumulate the necessary  capital  (economic, cultural,  linguistic,  mobility)  to engage in a relationship with a foreign
European. We use original data on European (binational) couples, collected in 2012 in the three countries (EUMARR survey),
to study the choice of native men and women to engage in a relationship with either a foreign-born European partner or a
partner  from the own native country.  We apply a broader life  course perspective  that  captures migration  and mobility
experiences prior to the relationship as causal antecedents leading to an intra-European partnership. Results based on
logistic regression models suggest that there is an individual effect of long stays abroad and short mobility experiences in
(early) adulthood on having an intra-European partner (in comparison with a native partner).    
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Abstract 
During the past decade, the growing significance of EU migrants in Britain has attracted considerable media and
policy attention. While the rhetoric and public policy debate has focused on national and regional levels, surprisingly,
little is known about the emerging settlement patterns of EU migrants at the local level. This paper sheds some light
on this important issue by exploring the socio-spatial  characteristics of the places of  destination/residence of EU
migrants  and,  in  doing  so,  reveals  the  extent  to  which  the  concentration-dispersal  framework  applies  to  their
settlement pattern. To evaluate whether and in what ways EU migrants have settled across neighbourhoods in Britain,
2001 and 2011 census estimates as well as geodemographic data are used. The findings suggest that EU migrants
have  consolidated  their  national  presence  in  Britain  because  of  their  growing  numbers  and  unprecedented
geographical dispersal. While EU migrants’ settlement does not seem to translate into strong clustering patterns,
diverging socio-spatial experiences are found among the largest groups (Polish, Italian, Portuguese and Spanish).
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