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Sequential  Neighborhood  Effects:  The  Effect  of  Long-Term  Exposure  to
Concentrated Disadvantage on Children’s Reading and Math Test Scores 
Andrew L. Hicks, Mark S. Handcock, Narayan Sastry, Anne R. Pebley

P. 1-31

Abstract
Prior research has suggested that children living in a disadvantaged neighborhood have lower achievement test scores,
but these studies typically have not estimated causal effects that account for neighborhood choice. Recent studies
used propensity score methods to account for the endogeneity of neighborhood exposures, comparing disadvantaged
and nondisadvantaged neighborhoods. We develop an alternative propensity function approach in which cumulative
neighborhood effects are modeled as a continuous treatment variable. This approach offers several advantages. We
use our approach to examine the cumulative effects of neighborhood disadvantage on reading and math test scores in
Los Angeles. Our substantive results indicate that recency of exposure to disadvantaged neighborhoods may be more
important than average exposure for children’s test scores. We conclude that studies of child development should
consider both average cumulative neighborhood exposure and the timing of this exposure. 

Three  Dimensions  of  Change  in  School  Segregation:  A  Grade-Period-Cohort
Analysis 
Jeremy E. Fiel, Yongjun Zhang 

P. 33-58

Abstract
This study uses the first age-period-cohort (APC) analysis of segregation to examine changes in U.S. public school
segregation from 1999–2000 to 2013–2014. APC analyses disentangle distinct sources of change in segregation, and
they account for grade effects that could distort temporal trends if  grade distributions change over time. Findings
indicate that grade effects are substantial,  drastically  reducing segregation at the transition to middle school and
further at the transition to high school. These grade effects do not substantially distort the analysis of recent trends,
however,  because grade distributions were sufficiently  stable.  Black-white  segregation  was stagnant  overall,  while
Hispanic-white segregation declined modestly. In both cases, declines across periods were offset by increases across
cohorts. Further analyses reveal variation in these trends across metropolitan and nonmetropolitan areas, regions, and
areas with different histories of desegregation policy. 

Can Increased Educational Attainment Among Lower-Educated Mothers Reduce
Inequalities in Children’s Skill Development? 
Jennifer March Augustine, Daniela V. Negraia 

P. 59-82

Abstract
A rich tradition of stratification research has established a robust link between mothers’ education and the skills in children
that forecast children’s own mobility. Yet, this research has failed to consider that many U.S. women are now completing their
education after having children. Such a trend raises questions about whether increases in mothers’ educational attainment
can improve their children’s skill development and whether these gains are enough to reduce inequalities in skills compared
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with children whose mothers completed the same degree before they were born. To answer these questions, we draw on a
nationally representative sample of mothers and children participating in the National Longitudinal Surveys (NLSY79 and
CNLY), random- and fixed-effects techniques, and repeated measures of children’s cognitive and noncognitive skills. Contrary
to  existing  research  and  theory,  our  results  reveal  that  educational  attainment  obtained  after  children’s  births  is  not
associated with an improvement in children’s skills. Such findings offer substantial refinement to a long-standing model of
intergenerational mobility by suggesting that the intergenerational returns to mother’s education are weaker when education
is acquired after children are born. Results also highlight the limits of two-generation policy approaches to reducing inequality
in future generations. 

Divorce,  Separation,  and  Housing  Changes:  A  Multiprocess  Analysis  of
Longitudinal Data from England and Wales 
Júlia Mikolai, Hill Kulu 

P.  83-106

Abstract 
This study investigates the effect of marital and nonmarital separation on individuals’ residential and housing trajectories.
Using rich data from the British Household  Panel  Survey (BHPS) and applying multilevel  competing-risks  event  history
models, we analyze the risk of a move of single, married, cohabiting, and separated men and women to different housing
types. We distinguish moves due to separation from moves of separated people and account for unobserved codeterminants
of moving and separation risks. Our analysis shows that many individuals move due to separation, as expected, but that the
likelihood of moving is also relatively high among separated individuals. We find that separation has a long-term effect on
individuals’ residential careers. Separated women exhibit high moving risks regardless of whether they moved out of the joint
home upon separation, whereas separated men who did not move out upon separation are less likely to move. Interestingly,
separated women are most likely to move to terraced houses, whereas separated men are equally likely to move to flats
(apartments) and terraced (row) houses, suggesting that family structure shapes moving patterns of separated individuals.  

Marital Status and Mothers’ Time Use: Childcare, Housework, Leisure, and Sleep 
Joanna R. Pepin, Liana C. Sayer, Lynne M. Casper 

P. 107-133

Abstract 
Assumptions that  single  mothers  are “time poor” compared with married mothers are ubiquitous.  We tested theorized
associations derived from the time poverty thesis and the gender perspective using the 2003–2012 American Time Use
Surveys (ATUS). We found marital status differentiated housework, leisure, and sleep time, but did not influence the amount
of time that mothers provided childcare. Net of the number of employment hours, married mothers did more housework and
slept less than never-married and divorced mothers, counter to expectations of the time poverty thesis. Never-married and
cohabiting mothers reported more total and more sedentary leisure time than married mothers. We assessed the influence of
demographic  differences  among  mothers  to  account  for  variation  in  their  time  use  by  marital  status.  Compositional
differences explained more than two-thirds of the variance in sedentary leisure time between married and never-married
mothers, but only one-third of the variance between married and cohabiting mothers. The larger unexplained gap in leisure
quality between cohabiting and married mothers is consistent with the gender perspective. 

Family Trajectories Across Time and Space: Increasing Complexity in Family Life
Courses in Europe? 
Zachary Van Winkle 

P. 135-164

Abstract 
Family life courses are thought to have become more complex in Europe. This study uses SHARELIFE data from 14 European
countries to analyze the family life courses of individuals born in 1924–1956 from ages 15 to 50. A new methodological
approach, combining complexity metrics developed in sequence analysis with cross-classified multilevel modeling, is used to
simultaneously quantify the proportions of variance attributable to birth cohort and country differences. This approach allows
the direct comparison of changing levels of family trajectory differentiation across birth cohorts with cross-national variation,
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which  provides  a  benchmark  against  which  temporal  change  may  be  evaluated.  The  results  demonstrate  that  family
trajectories have indeed become more differentiated but that change over time is minor compared with substantial cross-
national  variation.  Further,  cross-national  differences  in  family  trajectory  differentiation  correspond  with  differences  in
dominant family life course patterns. With regard to debates surrounding the second demographic transition thesis and the
comparative life course literature, the results indicate that the degree of change over time tends to be overstated relative to
large cross-national differences. 

Racial and Ethnic Variation in the Relationship Between Student Loan Debt and
the Transition to First Birth 
Stella Min, Miles G. Taylor 

P. 165-188

Abstract
The present study employs discrete-time hazard regression models to investigate the relationship between student loan debt
and the probability of transitioning to either marital or nonmarital first childbirth using the 1997 National Longitudinal Survey
of Youth (NLSY97). Accounting for nonrandom selection into student loans using propensity scores, our study reveals that the
effect of student loan debt on the transition to motherhood differs among white, black, and Hispanic women. Hispanic
women holding student loans experience significant declines in the probability of transitioning to both marital and nonmarital
motherhood,  whereas black  women with  student  loans are  significantly  more likely  to  transition  to  any  first  childbirth.
Indebted white women experience only a decrease in the probability of a marital  first birth. The results from this study
suggest that student loans will likely play a key role in shaping future demographic patterns and behaviors. 

The Changing Safety Net for Low-Income Parents and Their Children: Structural
or Cyclical Changes in Income Support Policy? 
Bradley Hardy, Timothy Smeeding, James P. Ziliak 

P. 189-221

Abstract 
Refundable tax credits and food assistance are the largest transfer programs available to able-bodied working poor and near-
poor families in the United States, and simultaneous participation in these programs has more than doubled since the early
2000s. To understand this growth, we construct a series of  two-year panels from the 1981–2013 waves of the Current
Population Survey Annual Social and Economic Supplement to estimate the effect of state labor-market conditions, federal
and state transfer program policy choices, and household demographics governing joint participation in food and refundable
tax credit programs. Overall, changing policy drives much of the increase in the simultaneous, biennial use of food assistance
and refundable tax credits. This stands in stark contrast from the factors accounting for the growth in food assistance alone,
where cyclical and structural labor market factors account for at least one-half of the growth, and demographics play a more
prominent  role.  Moreover,  since  2000,  the  business  cycle  factors  as  the  leading  determinant  in  biennial  participation
decisions in  food  programs and  refundable  tax  credits,  suggesting  a  recent  strengthening  in  the  relationship  between
economic conditions and transfer programs. 

Differences in Child Health Across Rural, Urban, and Slum Areas: Evidence From
India 
Claus C. Pörtner, Yu-hsuan Su 

P. 223-247

Abstract
The developing world is rapidly urbanizing, but an understanding of how child health differs across urban and rural
areas  is  lacking.  We examine  the  association  between  area  of  residence  and  child  health  in  India,  focusing  on
composition and selection effects. Simple height-for-age averages show that rural Indian children have the poorest
health and urban children have the best, with slum children in between. With wealth or observed health environment
held constant, the urban height-for-age advantage disappears, and slum children fare significantly worse than their
rural counterparts. Hence, differences in composition across areas mask a substantial negative association between
living in slums and height-for-age. This association is more negative for girls than boys. Furthermore, a large number of
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girls are “missing” in slums; we argue that this implies that the negative association between living in slums and health
is even stronger than our estimate. The missing girls also help explain why slum girls appear to have a substantially
lower mortality than rural girls, whereas slum boys have a higher mortality risk than rural boys. We estimate that slum
conditions (such as overcrowding and open sewers), which the survey 

Health Endowment at Birth and Variation in Intergenerational Economic Mobility:
Evidence From U.S. County Birth Cohorts 
Cassandra Robertson, Rourke O’Brien 

P. 249-269

Abstract 
New estimates of intergenerational economic mobility reveal substantial variation in the spatial distribution of opportunity in
the United States. Efforts to explain this variation in economic mobility have conspicuously omitted health despite it being a
key pathway for the transmission of economic position across generations. We begin to fill  this gap in the literature by
examining the relationship between health endowment at birth and intergenerational economic mobility across county birth
cohorts in the United States, drawing on estimates from two population-level data sets. Exploiting variation across counties
and over time, we find a negative relationship between the incidence of low-weight births and the level of economic mobility
as measured in adulthood for the county birth cohorts in our sample. Our results build on a large and growing literature
detailing the role of early childhood health in the transmission of economic status across generations and suggest that the
incidence of low-weight births is negatively associated with intergenerational economic mobility. 

The Differential Mortality of Undesired Infants in Sub-Saharan Africa 
Martin Flatø 

P. 271-294 

Abstract 
With high rates of infant mortality in sub-Saharan Africa, investments in infant health are subject to tough prioritizations
within the household, in which maternal preferences may play a part. How these preferences will affect infant mortality as
African women have ever-lower  fertility  is  still  uncertain,  as  increased female  empowerment  and increased difficulty  in
achieving a desired gender composition within a smaller family pull in potentially different directions. I study how being born
at a parity or of a gender undesired by the mother relates to infant mortality in sub-Saharan Africa and how such differential
mortality varies between women at different stages of the demographic transition. Using data from 79 Demographic and
Health Surveys, I find that a child being undesired according to the mother is associated with a differential mortality that is
not due to constant maternal factors, family composition, or factors that are correlated with maternal preferences and vary
continuously across siblings. As a share of overall infant mortality, the excess mortality of undesired children amounts to 3.3
% of male and 4 % of female infant mortality. Undesiredness can explain a larger share of infant mortality among mothers
with lower fertility desires and a larger share of female than male infant mortality for children of women who desire 1–3
children. Undesired gender composition is more important for infant mortality than undesired childbearing and may also lead
couples to increase family size beyond the maternal desire, in which case infants of the surplus gender are particularly
vulnerable. 

Comparing Observed and Unobserved Components of Childhood: Evidence From
Finnish Register Data on Midlife Mortality From Siblings and Their Parents 
Hannes Kröger, Rasmus Hoffmann, Lasse Tarkiainen, Pekka Martikainen 

P. 295-318 

Abstract
In this study, we argue that the long arm of childhood that determines adult mortality should be thought of as comprising an
observed part  and  its  unobserved counterpart,  reflecting  the observed  socioeconomic  position  of  individuals  and their
parents and unobserved factors shared within a family. Our estimates of the observed and unobserved parts of the long arm
of childhood are based on family-level variance in a survival analytic regression model, using siblings nested within families
as the units of analysis. The study uses a sample of Finnish siblings born between 1936 and 1950 obtained from Finnish
census data. Individuals are followed from ages 35 to 72. To explain familial influence on mortality, we use demographic
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background factors, the socioeconomic position of the parents, and the individuals’ own socioeconomic position at age 35 as
predictors of all-cause and cause-specific mortality. The observed part—demographic and socioeconomic factors, including
region; number of siblings; native language; parents’ education and occupation; and individuals’ income, occupation, tenancy
status, and education—accounts for between 10 % and 25 % of the total familial influence on mortality. The larger part of the
influence  of  the  family  on  mortality  is  not  explained  by  observed  individual  and  parental  socioeconomic  position  or
demographic background and thus remains an unobserved component of the arm of childhood. This component highlights
the need to investigate the influence of childhood circumstances on adult mortality in a comprehensive framework, including
demographic, social, behavioral, and genetic information from the family of origin. 

The Mexican Drug War and Early-Life Health: The Impact of Violent Crime on
Birth Outcomes 
Ryan Brown

P. 319-340

Abstract
This study examines the relationship between exposure to violent crime in utero and birth weight using longitudinal data from
a household survey conducted in Mexico.  Controlling for  selective  migration and fertility,  the results suggest  that  early
gestational exposure to the recent escalation of the Mexican Drug War is associated with a substantial decrease in birth
weight. This association is especially pronounced among children born to mothers of low socioeconomic status and among
children born to mothers who score poorly on a mental health index. 

How We Fall Apart: Similarities of Human Aging in 10 European Countries 
Ana Lucia Abeliansky, Holger Strulik 

P. 341-359

Abstract
We analyze human aging—understood as health deficit accumulation—for a panel of European individuals, using four
waves of the Survey of Health, Aging and Retirement in Europe (SHARE data set) and constructing a health deficit
index.  Results  from log-linear  regressions  suggest  that,  on  average,  elderly  European  men  and  women  develop
approximately 2.5 % more health deficits from one birthday to the next. In nonlinear regressions (akin to the Gompertz-
Makeham model), however, we find much greater rates of aging and large differences between men and women as
well as between countries. Interestingly, these differences follow a particular regularity (akin to the compensation effect
of mortality) and suggest an age at which average health deficits converge for men and women and across countries.
This age, which may be associated with human life span, is estimated as 102 ± 2.6 years. 

Health Insurance and the Aging: Evidence From the Seguro Popular Program in
Mexico 
Susan W. Parker, Joseph Saenz, Rebeca Wong 

P. 361-386 

Abstract
Aimed at covering the large fraction of workers in the informal sector without access to a social security program, the
Mexican public health insurance program  Seguro Popular began in 2002 and now reaches more than 50 million
individuals. We estimate impacts of Seguro Popular for the population aged 50 and older on a set of indicators related
to  health  care  including  utilization,  diagnostic/preventive  tests,  and treatment  conditional  on  being  ill.  Using  the
longitudinal Mexican Health and Aging Study over the period 2001–2012, we conduct before and after difference-in-
difference matching impact estimators. Our results suggest large and important effects of the Program on utilization
and diagnostic tests. We find overall smaller effects on the probability of being in treatment for individuals with chronic
diseases, but these effects are concentrated in rural areas with relatively more health services versus rural areas with
lower levels of health services. These results suggest that, to the extent that health services become more available in
rural areas lacking services, effects of health insurance may increase. 
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