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Does  Opportunity  Skip  Generations?  Reassessing  Evidence  From  Sibling  and
Cousin Correlations 
Ian Lundberg 

P. 1193-1213

Abstract
Sibling (cousin)  correlations are  empirically  straightforward:  they  capture  the degree to  which siblings’  (cousins’)
socioeconomic  outcomes  are  similar.  At  face  value,  these  quantities  seem to  summarize  something  about  how
families  constrain  opportunity.  Their  meaning,  however,  is  complicated.  One  empirical  set  of  sibling  and  cousin
correlations can be generated from a multitude of distinct theoretical processes. I illustrate this problem in the context
of multigenerational mobility: the relationship between the incomes of an ancestor and a descendant separated by
several generations in a family. When cousins’ outcomes are similar (an empirical fact), prior authors have favored the
particular theoretical interpretation that extended kin affect life chances through pathways not involving the parents of
the  focal  individual.  I  show  that  this  evidence  is  consistent  with  alternative  theories  of  latent  transmission
(measurement error) or dynamic transmission (a parent-to-child transmission process that changes over generations).
Theoretical assumptions are required to lend meaning to a point estimate. Further, I show that point estimates alone
may be misleading because they can be highly uncertain. To facilitate uncertainty estimation for the key test statistic, I
develop a Bayesian procedure to estimate sibling and cousin correlations. I conclude by outlining how future research
might  use sibling and cousin correlations as effective descriptive quantities while remaining cognizant  that  these
quantities could arise from a variety of distinct theoretical processes. 

The Emergence of Educational Hypogamy in India 
Zhiyong Lin, Sonalde Desai, Feinian Chen 

P. 1215-1240

Abstract
With rising education among women across the world, educational hypergamy (women marrying men with higher
education) has decreased over the last few decades in both developed and developing countries. Although a decrease
in hypergamy is often accompanied by increasing homogamy (women marrying men with equal levels of education),
our analyses for India based on a nationally representative survey of India (the India Human Development Survey),
document a considerable rise in hypogamy (women marrying partners with lower education) during the past four
decades. Log-linear analyses further reveal that declining hypergamy is largely generated by the rise in education
levels, whereas hypogamous marriages continue to increase even after marginal distributions are taken into account.
Further multivariate analyses show that highly educated women tend to marry men with lower education but from
more privileged families. Moreover, consanguineous marriages, which exemplify strong cultural constraints on spousal
selection in certain parts of India, are more likely to be hypogamous than marriages not related by blood. We argue
that the rise in hypogamous marriage by education paradoxically reflects deep-rooted gender scripts in India given that
other salient social boundaries are much more difficult to cross. 
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Educational  Reproduction  in  Germany:  A  Prospective  Study  Based  on
Retrospective Data 
Jan Skopek, Thomas Leopold 

P.  1241-1270

Abstract
This study examines educational reproduction of East and West German men and women born between 1930 and
1950. In a prospective design, we study the importance of mobility and fertility pathways of reproduction, considering
not only the social reproduction of education as an attribute but also the demographic reproduction of individuals who
carry this attribute. Using data from NEPS and SOEP, we introduce a method that estimates prospective models based
on retrospective data commonly available in surveys. The analysis offers new estimates of the expected number of
high- and low-educated children born to men and women of different levels of education. Findings show that the
importance of the fertility pathway of educational reproduction was higher in West than in East Germany, higher for
women than for men, and higher for earlier than for later cohorts. For West German women of earlier cohorts, the
fertility  pathway  tempered  educational  reproduction  among  the  high-educated  and  reinforced  it  among  the  low-
educated. Population renewal models show that differential fertility slightly lowered educational attainment and slightly
increased  inequality  in  educational  attainment  in  the  offspring  generation.  Across  cohorts,  the  fertility  pathway
declined in importance, a result  of  fertility  convergence between education groups and educational  expansion in
postwar Germany. We conclude that prospective designs advance our understanding of educational reproduction. The
method that  we  introduce substantially  reduces the data  requirements  of  prospective  analysis,  facilitating  future
prospective research on social stratification. 

The Dynamics of U.S. Household Economic Circumstances Around a Birth 
Alexandra B. Stanczyk 

P. 1271-1296

Abstract
With the arrival of an infant, many households face increased demands on resources, changes in the composition of income,
and a potentially heightened risk of income inadequacy. Changing household economic circumstances around a birth have
implications for child and family well-being, women’s economic security, and public program design, yet have received little
research attention in the United States. Using data from the Survey of Income and Program Participation, this study provides
new descriptive evidence of month-to-month changes in household income adequacy and the composition of household
income in the year before and after a birth. Results show evidence of significant declines in household income adequacy in
the  months  around a  birth,  particularly  for  single  mothers  who  live  without  other  adults.  Income from public  benefit
programs buffers but does not eliminate declines in income adequacy. Results have implications for policies targeted at this
period, including public benefit and parental leave programs. 

A  Framework  for  Explaining  Black-White  Inequality  in  Homeownership
Sustainability 
Chunhui Ren 

P. 1297-1321

Abstract 
To  explain  racially  differential  housing  outcomes,  previous studies  have  tended to  concentrate  on discriminatory
processes within the mortgage market while ignoring homeowning families’ broad socioeconomic challenges. This
study proposes a conceptual framework for understanding Black-White inequality  in homeownership sustainability,
which emphasizes Black homeowners’ socioeconomic challenges that are external to mortgage market evaluations,
with a particular focus on the mediating role of liquid assets. Based on the Panel Study of Income Dynamics, the
framework is put to an empirical test on the differential exit rates between Black and White homeowners in the United
States during the recent housing crisis. The findings indicate that the racial gap in homeownership exit is eliminated
after liquid wealth is controlled in the model alongside other covariates and that the inclusion of liquid wealth renders
all mortgage-oriented variables nonsignificant with regard to their explanatory power for Black-White inequality in exit
rates. Policy implications of the findings are also discussed. 
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Measuring Housing Stability With Consumer Reference Data 
David C. Phillips 

P. 1323–1344

Abstract 
Housing instability for low-income renters has drawn greater attention recently, but measurement has limited research on
policies to stabilize housing. Address histories from consumer reference data can be used to increase the quantity and
quality of research on low-income renters. Consumer data track housing moves throughout the entire United States for most
of the adult population. In this article, I show that such data can measure housing stability for groups with very low income
and extreme instability. For example, the data can track housing moves during natural disasters, at demolition of public
housing, for households at high risk of homelessness, and during gentrification. Consumer data can track housing instability
outcomes  that  are  more  common  than  shelter  entry  and  less  expensive  to  collect  than  surveys.  Relative  to  existing
administrative address histories, consumer data allow researchers to track housing moves to exact addresses and across
jurisdictions. 

Living  Arrangements  and  Supplemental  Income  Programs  for  Older  Adults  in
Mexico 
Emma Aguila, Jung Ho Park, Alma Vega 

P. 1345-1368

Abstract 
Living arrangements often reflect important quality-of-life indicators for elderly adults. In particular, increased income can
prompt  changes  in  household  living  arrangements  for  elderly  adults.  Using  a  differences-in-differences  approach,  we
examine whether a supplemental income program in Mexico for adults aged 70 and older influenced household size and
composition. We compare outcomes at baseline and at six-month follow-up for elderly adults in the treatment group with
those in the control group that did not participate in the program. We find that household size increased by 3% in the
treatment group relative to the control group. We also find a statistically significant increase in the number of girls aged 6–11
in the household, likely the granddaughters or great-granddaughters of program recipients. Increases in household size were
greatest for adults aged 70–79, couples, households receiving two or more supplemental incomes, and households in the
top income tercile. Household size did not increase for households of adults aged 80 and older, singles, households with
only one supplemental income recipient, and households not in the top income tercile. These results suggest that when
older adults have more income, they use part of this income to house their grandchildren. 

The Household Structure Transition in China: 1982–2015 
Ting Li, Wenting Fan, Jian Song 

P.  1369–1391 

Abstract
Chinese society has experienced a dramatic change over the past several decades, which has had a profound impact
on its household system. Utilizing the Chinese national census and 1% population survey data from 1982 to 2015, this
study demonstrates the transition of the Chinese household structure through typology analyses. Five typical regional
household  structure  types—large  lineal,  large  nuclear,  small  nuclear,  mixed  lineal,  and  small  and  diverse—are
identified. Our findings demonstrate that since the 1980s, the household system in almost all Chinese regions has
evolved from a large unitary model to a small diversified one. However, this evolutionary path diverged after 2000 and
formed two distinct  household structure  systems. There are  also  significant  regional  differences in the transition
trajectory. Influenced by developmental, cultural, and demographic factors, the regions exhibit four distinct transition
paths: lineal tradition, nuclear retardation, smooth transition, and fast transition. On the basis of these results, we
discuss family modernization and other theories in explaining the transition of the Chinese household structure. 

Counting  on  Potential  Grandparents?  Adult  Children’s  Entry  Into  Parenthood
Across European Countries 
Roberta Rutigliano 

P.  1393–1414

Abstract 
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As populations age and longevity rises, the structure of the extended family is changing. Parents of young children are
increasingly turning to the children’s grandparents to provide childcare and help them reconcile work and family. This study
is the first  to investigate whether would-be grandparents’ propensity to care for their grandchildren influences the adult
children’s transition to parenthood. Because grandparental childcare provision is not observable at the time of the transition
to the first birth, I built a measure based on the characteristics of both actual grandparents and adult children to act as a
proxy for the childcare that prospective grandparents are expected to provide in the future. Using data from the first two
waves of the Survey of Health, Aging, and Retirement in Europe, I examine changes in the likelihood of having a first birth by
different levels of expected future childcare provision. Given that the role grandparents play varies depending on the national
context,  I  estimate  distinct  models  for  different  groups  of  countries.  Furthermore,  I  analyze  different  intensities  of
grandparental childcare: regular, occasional, and any other type of positive childcare. The comparison across 11 countries
reveals that grandparental propensity to provide occasional childcare has a positive effect on the transition to parenthood in
all country clusters and that grandparental propensity to provide regular childcare has a positive and significant association
with having a first child in both pro-natalist (Belgium and France) and pro-traditional countries (Austria, Germany, Greece,
Italy, Spain, and Switzerland). 

Household Composition and Gender Differences in Parental Time Investments 
Andrew J. Bibler 

P.  1415–1435

Abstract
Recent  research  has  documented  the  relatively  poor  performance  of  boys,  especially  those  from single-mother
households, on a number of outcomes. Differences in noncognitive skills are often cited as a main contributing factor.
However, we still  know little about the underlying mechanisms driving differences in noncognitive skills and other
outcomes. This article provides empirical evidence that parental time investments, defined as the amount of time that
parents spend participating in activities with their child, change differentially by child gender following a transition from
a  two-parent  to  single-mother  household.  Boys  experience  larger  investment  reductions  following  the  change  in
household structure, which may help facilitate previously documented gender gaps in noncognitive skills for those in
single-mother households. Boys lose an estimated additional 3.8 hours per week in fathers’ time investments, nearly
30% of average weekly paternal investments across the sample. The difference is increasing with age, concentrated in
leisure and entertainment activities, with little to no evidence that mothers increase investments in boys relative to girls
after such transitions. 

Evacuees and Migrants Exhibit Different Migration Systems After the Great East
Japan Earthquake and Tsunami 
Mathew E. Hauer, Steven R. Holloway, Takashi Oda 

P. 1437–1457

Abstract 
Research on the destinations of environmentally induced migrants has found simultaneous migration to both nearby and
long-distance destinations, most likely caused by the comingling of evacuee and permanent migrant data. Using a unique
data  set  of  separate  evacuee  and  migration  destinations,  we  compare  and  contrast  the  pre-,  peri-,  and  post-disaster
migration systems of permanent migrants and temporary evacuees of the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami. We
construct and compare prefecture-to-prefecture migration matrices for Japanese prefectures to investigate the similarity of
migration systems. We find evidence supporting the presence of two separate migration systems—one for evacuees, who
seem  to  emphasize  short  distance  migration,  and  one  for  more  permanent  migrants,  who  emphasize  migration  to
destinations with preexisting ties. Additionally, our results show that permanent migration in the peri- and post-periods is
largely identical  to the preexisting migration system. Our results demonstrate stability  in  migration systems concerning
migration after a major environmental event. 
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The Intergenerational Impact of Terror: Did the 9/11 Tragedy Impact the Initial
Human Capital of the Next Generation? 
Ryan Brown 

P. 1459–1481

Abstract 
Given the unexpected nature of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, a specific cohort of children were exogenously
exposed to increased maternal psychological stress  in utero. Rich administrative data and the precise timing of the event
allow this study to uniquely provide insights into the health effects of  exposure to maternal  psychological stress across
gestation. Results suggest that children exposed in utero were born significantly smaller and earlier than previous cohorts.
The timing of the effect provides evidence that intrauterine growth is specifically restricted by first trimester exposure to
stress; reductions in gestational age and increases in the likelihood of being born at low (<2,500 grams) or very low (<1,500
grams) birth weight are induced by increased maternal psychological stress mid-pregnancy. This study also documents a
positively  selected  post-attack  fertility  response,  which  would  bias  an  evaluation  that  includes  cohorts conceived  after
September 11, 2001, in the control group. 

Interdependencies  in  Mothers’  and  Daughters’  Work-Family  Life  Course
Trajectories: Similar but Different? 
Sergi Vidal, Philipp M. Lersch, Karsten Hank 

P. 1483–1511

Abstract
Women’s life courses underwent substantial changes in the family and work domains in the second half of the twentieth
century. The associated fundamental changes in opportunity structures and values challenged the importance of families of
origin for individual life courses, but two research strands suggest enduring within-family reproduction of women’s family
behavior and work outcomes. We revisit this issue by studying two complementary types of intergenerational associations in
women’s combined work-family trajectories. On the one hand, we examine similarities across mothers’ and daughters’ work-
family trajectories to address the direct within-family reproduction of female life courses (intergenerational persistence). On
the other hand, we examine systematic associations between work-family trajectories that are typical in each generation to
address intergenerational interdependencies beyond direct reproduction that account for individual and societal constrains
and  opportunities  that  each  generation  faced  (intergenerational  correspondence).  We  use  a  within-dyad  approach  to
sequence analysis and examine combined work-family trajectories between ages 18 and 35 of two generations of women,
born in 1930–1949 and in 1958–1981, within the same family drawn from the German Socio-Economic Panel. Overall, we
find evidence of small but nontrivial persistence in work-family trajectories across generations that is partly attributed to
within-family mechanisms of reproduction. In addition, we find correspondence across typical trajectory patterns of each
generation,  without  daughters  necessarily  resembling  their  mothers’  trajectories.  The  strength  of  the  intergenerational
associations varies by social background. Our research improves and broadens our understanding of the reproduction of
female life courses across generations. 

The Effects of Education on Mortality: Evidence From Linked U.S. Census and
Administrative Mortality Data 
Andrew Halpern-Manners, Jonas Helgertz, Evan Roberts 

P. 1513–1541

Abstract
Does education change people’s lives in a way that delays mortality? Or is education primarily  a proxy for unobserved
endowments that promote longevity? Most scholars conclude that the former is true, but recent evidence based on Danish
twin data calls this conclusion into question. Unfortunately, these potentially field-changing findings—that obtaining additional
schooling has no independent effect on survival net of other hard-to-observe characteristics—have not yet been subject to
replication outside Scandinavia. In this article, we produce the first  U.S.-based estimates of the effects of education on
mortality using a representative panel of male twin pairs drawn from linked complete-count census and death records. For
comparison purposes,  and to  shed additional  light on the roles that  neighborhood, family,  and genetic factors  play  in
confounding associations between education and mortality, we also produce parallel estimates of the education-mortality
relationship using data on (1) unrelated males who lived in different neighborhoods during childhood, (2) unrelated males
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who shared the same neighborhood growing up, and (3) non-twin siblings who shared the same family environment but
whose genetic endowments vary to a greater degree. We find robust associations between education and mortality across all
four samples, although estimates are modestly attenuated among twins and non-twin siblings. These findings—coupled with
several robustness checks and sensitivity analyses—support a causal interpretation of the association between education and
mortality for cohorts of boys born in the United States in the first part of the twentieth century. 

Revisiting the Fertility Transition in England and Wales: The Role of Social Class
and Migration 
Hannaliis Jaadla, Alice Reid, Joseph Day 

P.  1543–1569

Abstract
We use individual-level census data for England and Wales for the period 1851–1911 to investigate the interplay between
social class and geographical context determining patterns of childbearing during the fertility transition. We also consider the
effect  of  spatial  mobility  or  lifetime  migration  on  individual  fertility  behavior  in  the  early  phases  of  demographic
modernization. Prior research on the fertility  transition in England and Wales has demonstrated substantial variation in
fertility  levels  and  declines  by  different  social  groups;  however,  these  findings  were  generally  reported  at  a  broad
geographical level, disguising local variation and complicated by residential segregation along social class and occupational
lines. Our findings confirm a clear pattern of widening social class differences in recent net fertility, providing strong support
for  the  argument  that  belonging  to  a  certain  social  group  was  an  important  determinant  of  early  adoption  of  new
reproductive behavior in marriage in England and Wales. However, a relatively constant effect of lower net fertility among
long-distance migrants both before the transition and in the early phases of  declining fertility  indicates that life  course
migration  patterns were  most  likely  factor  in  explaining  the  differences  in  fertility  operating  through  postponement  of
marriage and childbearing. 

Twins Support the Absence of Parity-Dependent Fertility Control in Pretransition
Populations 
Gregory Clark, Neil Cummins, Matthew Curtis 

P. 1571 - 1595 

Abstract
A conclusion of the European Fertility Project in 1986 was that pretransition populations mostly displayed  natural
fertility, where parity-dependent birth control was absent. This conclusion has recently been challenged for England by
new empirical results and has also been widely rejected by theorists of long-run economic growth, where pre-industrial
fertility control is integral to most models. In this study, we use the accident of twin births to show that for three
Western  European–derived  pre-industrial  populations—namely,  England  (1730–1879),  France  (1670–1788),  and
Québec (1621–1835)—we find no evidence for parity-dependent control of marital fertility. If a twin was born in any of
these populations, family size increased by 1 compared with families with a singleton birth at the same parity and
mother age, with no reduction of subsequent fertility. Numbers of children surviving to age 14 also increased. Twin
births also show no differential effect on fertility when they occurred at high parities; this finding is in contrast to
populations where fertility is known to have been controlled by at least some families, such as in England, 1900–
1949, where a twin birth increased average births per family by significantly less than 1. 
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