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Abstract
The British Cartographic Society has been in existence for 50 years. During that time it has sought to pursue its central
aim of promoting the art and science of cartography through a variety of publications and events to its members and
beyond. The Society has been on a journey of continual development in response to the way maps are created and used.
In this short history we touch on some of the factors that have influenced its evolution and what the future may hold. 

The Society of University Cartographers – Its Growth and International Status
Michael Wood
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Abstract
An attempt to capture and reflect the history, evolution, nature and status of the Society of Cartographers (SoC). Although
a small  organization numerically,  the skill,  expertise  and dedication of  its active members, though summer schools,
technical journal, newsletters and especially its rich and informative website, are providing access to knowledge and
experience both nationally and globally. This influence is also reflected through the direct involvement of leading SoC
office-holders in other national and international mapping organisations. The SoC clearly punches above its weight. It has
made a difference to the world of mapping, and continues to do so. 
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Abstract 
The year 2013 saw the celebration of 50years since the first taught programme in cartography was launched at the 
University of Glasgow by the then Department of Geography. This was in the form of a 1-year postgraduate diploma (PGD)
in cartography. It was the first specialized university programme in cartography in the UK. Many changes in programme
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titles and content have taken place during the subsequent half century, but the focus on a combination of practical skills
and theoretical understand continues to underpin the teaching of cartography. In the interim, courses and programmes in
cartography  at  other  colleges  and  universities  have  come  and  gone,  and  programmes  focussing  on  Geographic
Information  Systems  (GIS)  are  widespread,  but  Glasgow  currently  offers  the  only  programme  in  the  UK  to  retain
cartography in its title. 
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Abstract
The year 2013 saw the celebration of 50years since the first taught programme in cartography was launched at the University of 
Glasgow by the then Department of Geography. This was in the form of a 1-year postgraduate diploma (PGD) in cartography. It
was the first specialized university programme in cartography in the UK. Many changes in programme titles and content have
taken place during the subsequent half century, but the focus on a combination of practical skills and theoretical understand
continues to underpin the teaching of cartography. In the interim, courses and programmes in cartography at other colleges and
universities have come and gone, and programmes focussing on Geographic Information Systems (GIS) are widespread, but
Glasgow currently offers the only programme in the UK to retain cartography in its title. 
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