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The Sierras Subbéticas UNESCO Global Geopark, in the south of
Córdoba, offers to visitors the opportunity to walk on the beds of
an ancient sea of warm and transparent waters, a sea full of life
whose fauna, extraordinarily abundant and diverse, is nowadays an
essential part of the stratigraphic record and a worldwide reputed
reference. The subsequent karstification of these rocks resulted in a
landscape of singular beauty, with dolines, lapiaz, poljes, canyons,
waterfalls, fountains, springs and an endless number of

underground caves and galleries. Sierras Subbéticas is the kingdom
of ammonites, the kingdom of Karst.
But not only that, Sierras Subbéticas is also Mediterranean forest,
emblematic birds, ancient culture, monumental wealth, with its
own gastronomy, festivals and traditions. Immerse yourself in our
history more than 200 million years old.

WHAT IS A GEOPARK?
UNESCO Global Geoparks are single geographical areas where
sites and landscapes of international geological significance are
managed with a holistic concept of protection, education and
sustainable development. A UNESCO Global Geopark uses its
geological heritage, in relation to all other aspects of the natural
and cultural heritage of the area, to improve awareness and
understanding of those key issues faced nowadays by society,

Global Geoparks
such as the sustainable use of natural resources, the mitigation
of climate change effects and the risks reduction of natural
hazards. By raising awareness of the importance of the
geological heritage of an area to history and modern-day society,
UNESCO Global Geoparks give the local population a sense of
pride in their region and strengthen their identification with the
territory.

Geodiversity Strategy

UNESCO GEOPARKS NETWORK |
www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/earth-sciences/unesco-global-geoparks/

Since the turn of the century, Andalusia has had
public policies of conservation and protection of
its geodiversity and geological heritage. The
first work carried out to protect this heritage
was to its identification, through the
Andalusian Inventory of Geo-resources,
which includes the most representative, unique
and exclusive elements of the geological record
of Andalusia.

GLOBAL GEOPARKS NETWORK | www.globalgeopark.org
EUROPEAN GEOPARKS NETWORK | www.europeangeoparks.org
SPANISH GEOPARKS FORUM | www.geoparques.eu

Cabo de Gata-Níjar

The approval in 2010 of the Andalusian
Strategy for the Integrated Management of
Geodiversity was a great boost to these
policies of conservation and promotion of
geotourism.

Sierra Norte de Sevilla

YOU HAVE TO COME TO...
Walking along a seabed
more than 150 million
years old that today smells
of rosemary, thyme and
mastic

Climb the Picacho de
Cabra to see the
Balcony of Andalusia
and a karstic
landscape that will
leave you speechless
Taking refreshment from
one of the most majestic
fountains of the 19th
century

Photo: Domingo Jiménez Córdoba

Taking a look inside
the Cueva de los
Murciélagos Cave, an
underground Natural
Monument inhabited
by humans since
immemorial time

ECOTURISM IN THE GEOPARK
Immerse yourself in its
history and landscapes
using the trail network

Dive into a sea of olive trees
with limestone islets and
white villages

Ride a bike along the
Vía Verde del Aceite or
its MTB routes

Walk among fortresses,
castles and medieval
watchtowers

Discover endless fountains
and springs of clean and
crystalline waters

Lose yourself in its colourful
patios, corners and
balconies

Combining your visit
with a good salmorejo
soup and a flamenquín
roulades. After all...
you’re in Cordoba!

Observe the unmistakeable silhouette of the
vulture and the majestic flight of the
peregrine falcon and the imperial eagle
Taste the exceptional quality of its extra
virgin olive oils protected by three
designations of origin
Do a wide variety of watersports in
the largest “Lake” in Andalusia

And if you like
mushrooms… don’t miss
La Trufa Mycological
Garden

There are many companies in the region that can help you
get to know every part of the Geopark. They will make your
experience unforgettable.

PUBLIC FACILITIES AVAILABLE TO YOU
information facilities
Santa Rita Visitor Centre
Carretera A-339, Cabra-Priego, Km 11,2
tel: +34 957 734 106
email: cvsantarita@reservatuvisita.es

“La Trufa” Mycological Garden
Aldea de Zagrilla Alta (Priego de Córdoba)
tel: +34 671 599 562
email: jmicologico.latrufa.cmaot@juntadeandalucia.es

La Cueva de los Murciélagos Ecomuseum
Carretera CO-6210, Km 3.8
tel: +34 697 956 384
email: turismo@zuheros.es

and

Environment Agents Office
(Sierras Subbéticas)
tel: +34 671 562 045

Regional Delegation of the Department of
Agriculture, Livestock, Fishing and
Sustainable Development
Sierras Subbéticas Natural Park
C/ Tomas de Aquino s/n Edificio Servicios Múltiples,
planta 7, 14071, Córdoba
tel: +34 957 734 106

Travel through the geopark using our

trails

Las Buitreras trail

Los Pelaos trail

Río Bailón trail

Enrique Triano trail

La Ermita trail

Pinar de Rute trail

Enjoy the landscape and biodiversity from our

viewpoints

Zuheros viewpoint
La Cabrera viewpoint
Algar viewpoint

Photo: Grego Polo

Learn in depth about the natural and cultural history in our reception

Sierras Subbéticas
Geopark

8 municipalities: Cabra, Carcabuey, Doña Mencía, Iznájar,
Luque, Priego de Córdoba, Rute and Zuheros
320.56 km²

My friend, I want to trade
my horse for her house,
my saddle for her mirror,
my knife for her blanket.
My friend, I come bleeding
from the gates of Cabra.

250 million years of history at surface
A karstic landscape of unparalleled beauty
El Sambudio

Flora and fauna in perfect harmony with the substrate

From the Sleepwalking Ballad
(Romance Sonámbulo)
Federico García Lorca
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Later, at the beginning of the Jurassic, there was a
generalised collapse of the platform. Then, the sea
definitively flooded the region, bringing with it an
impressive marine fauna, dominated by molluscs
like ammonites and belemnites. The fossils of these
organisms found today in Sierras Subbéticas
Geopark are truly exceptional due to their
abundance, distribution and diversity. This is the
reason why this region is widely recognised
worldwide.

CO-6

CO

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

13
CO
-72

st
re
am
La
sT
ije
ra
s

26
A-32

r

Photo: Vicente Rodríguez

VALUES

Sal
a
rive do
r

ve
ri

Rute

Las Lagunillas
C

D
ÓR

A
OB

DA

NA

A
GR

12

-82

Pinar de Rute

CO

21

22
23

CO-8216

ENVIRONMENTAL

La
Hig
uera
stream

13

Geological Legend
Marl, limestone and sandstone (Oligocene-Miocene)

e
str
ras
e
rr

Limestone, clay, marl and dolomite
(Miocene, Dogger-Malm)

Lorite
7

12

1

33

A-

am

11

21

10

Burbunera
Palomares

CO
-8

9

El Salado

sta
Ango
stream

Las
He

8

20

13

zur

7

-82

An

6

CO

Gárniz str
eam

M
er
ino

The rocks of Sierras Subbéticas form, therefore, a true encyclopaedia of stone that informs us of
the history of the region in the last 250 million years: the opening of the Tethys Ocean, its closure,
the formation of the Betic Cordillera and its subsequent erosion at surface. Come and learn to how
to “read” the geological history of this region.
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More recently, in the Quaternary, the carbonate rocks already emerged were subjected to intense
karstification, resulting in a set of very beautiful and spectacular landscape elements. In the whole
Geopark abundant examples of poljes, karrens, dolines, sinkholes, canyons, caves, galleries and
springs are observed.
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The Subbetic Zone remained under the waters of the Tethys Ocean for almost 200 million years,
until that, only 5 million years ago, in the Cenozoic, all the sedimentary pile deposited on the sea
bottom emerged as a result of the collision between Africa and Iberia. Then, the rocks were folded,
faulted and thrusted. The Betic Cordillera emerged. The Natural Park contains fantastic examples
of the deformation suffered by the rocks during this process.
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Highlighted Geological Sites
Subbética Thrust Front
Murciélagos Cave in Zuheros
Bailón River Canyon
Arrebola Paleodoline
Nava de Cabra Polje
Picacho de Cabra tectonic island
Picacho de Cabra
Los Lanchares karren
Birth of the Cabra River
Los Frailes Fountain
Los Pelaos Fold
Santa Rita Panoramic
Los Pelaos Paleokarst
Zagrilla Alta Spring
Adarve Balcony
La Milana Goblin
Rey Fountain
Los Jarales Radiolites
Periglacial remains
La Tiñosa
Pinar de Rute dolines
Rute Lanchar
La Hoz River Springs
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During the entire Jurassic and Cretaceous, constant rising and falling of the sea level occurred in
the region. In addition, the breakdown of the platform took place, resulting in a complex basin
with several horsts and grabens. All the diversity of carbonate rocks, marls and marly limestones
currently outcropping in the Geopark are the result of this complex paleogeography.
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During the Triassic, the oldest period of the
Mesozoic Era, the opening of this sea lead to the
development of an extensive coastal plain to the
south of the Sierra Morena (Variscan Domain), a
plain periodically flooded and dried, where sand,
lutite and limestones were accumulated, along
with evaporite deposits of gypsum and halite.
These are the oldest sediments deposited in Sierras
Subbéticas Geopark.
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The Sierras Subbéticas Geopark is an exceptional example of the External Subbetic Zone of the Betic
Cordillera. Its history is closely related to the Tethys Ocean, an ancient tropical sea with warm, clear
water that bathed the southeast half of the Iberian Peninsula just when in the other half, large reptiles
wandered freely, leaving traces of their presence. The Tethys Ocean developed as a result of the
break-up of the Pangea supercontinent. This happened at the beginning of the Mesozoic Era, more
than 250 million years ago.
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Civilisations that have left their mark since the Palaeolithic Era

El Higueral

Alluvial, travertine (Quaternary)
Marl, clay, gypsum, limestone (Miocene-Triassic)
Pink marly limestone, marl and limestone marl
(Late Cretaceous-Eocene, Early Cretaceous)
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Sierras Subbéticas is a refuge for life in the centre of Andalusia that has
been declared Natural Park, Special Protection Area for Birds, Special
Area of Conservation of the European Natura 2000 Ecological Network
and a UNESCO Global Geopark. In a context of typical Mediterranean
vegetation, there are 17 Habitats of Community Interest represented,
hosting a high number of threatened species, as well as the greatest
floristic diversity of the province of Córdoba (more than 1880 species),
including some exclusive endemisms of these mountains.

The numerous escarpments, cliffs, cracks and nooks developed on
limestone rocks and widely distributed in the Geopark have
favoured the presence of rupicolous birds such as the peregrine
falcon, Eurasian eagle-owl, griffon vulture, imperial eagle, Bonelli’s
eagle, red-billed chough and common rock thrush. Moreover, the
current dissolution of the salt and gypsum that were deposited in
the Tethys coastal plains, in the Triassic, has resulted in salty streams
that host fauna and flora typical of coastal environments.

The region is under the influence of a continental Mediterranean
climate, with typically Mediterranean vegetation dominated by holm
oak forests and a large proportion of Valencian oaks. The thorny,
cushioned scrub is distinguished in the highest peaks, in addition to
the fine broom and the blue broom, also called hedgehog plant. Of
particular relevance in the region is the high fungal diversity, with
more than 500 fungi species identified, including two endemic
species of truffle. This diversity and richness derived in the erection of
the first mycological garden in Europe.

In springs, streams and flooded zones like poljes, amphibians find a
very favourable place to reproduce and complete their cycle. This
group includes the Iberian ribbed newt, southern marbled newt,
Mediterranean tree frog, Iberian parsley frog and Spanish painted
frog. The abundant cavities of the Geopark offer shelter to a wide
variety of bats, with 16 species described. Of particular interest are
the lesser horseshoe bat, greater horseshoe bat, greater mouse-eared bat, lesser mouse-eared bat, Kuhl's pipistrelle and common

bent-wing bat. The cavities also house animal species adapted to a
life in permanent darkness, such as an endemic millipede of the
Subbética and other endemic species in Andalusia. Notable
mammal species, typical of bush and south Mediterranean
scrubland habitats, are the European polecat, common genet,
European badger, wild cat, Iberian ibex, fox, European hedgehog,
rabbit or wild boar. The reptiles are represented by species such as
the European pond turtle, Bedriaga's skink (an Iberian endemism),
Mediterranean house gecko, snub-nosed viper and ocellated lizard.
Moreover, arthropods are very abundant, with a high diversity
within the coleoptera (beetles) and lepidoptera (butterflies) orders,
notable amongst them the Iberian endemism of mantis Apteromantis aptera, as well as the Sciobia lusitanica, an Iberian-Maghrebi endemism.

CULTURAL
VALUES

The oldest evidence of human occupation in the Subbética comes
from the Palaeolithic, being the remains recovered in the Cueva
de los Murciélagos (Middle Palaeolithic – Neolithic) the most
noticeable in the region. Following the passage of the Iberians
(7th to 1st centuries BC) the Subbética gained great splendour
during the Roman period (3rd century BC to 5th century AD) and
after the passage of the Visigoths (5th – 8th centuries) the
culture of Al-Andalus (711-1492) was established. After the
advancement of Castilian-Leonese kingdom, it remained a border
land between Muslims and Christians for several centuries, which

More information:

www. medioambienteand.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pnsubbeticas/
https://twitter.com/SubbeticasWeek

www.juntadeandalucia.es/medioambiente/
sierrassubbeticasgeopark

left many watchtowers, walls, bridges, castles and towers, some of
which are still standing. After the reconquest many churches were
built, sometimes taking advantage of former mosques, and using
different artistic styles, although with a predominance of baroque.
In this style, the Fuente del Rey Fountain is particularly notable,
with its sculptural collection made of oolitic limestone from the
Sierra de Cabra.
The Subbética conserves a rich display of rooted traditions and
celebrations. Of outstanding relevance are the Cabra and Priego de
Córdoba Holy Weeks, with beautiful examples of Baroque imagery,
those of Zuheros and Doña Mencía, with their processions of
masked living apostles, and that of Carcabuey, where street
theatre, criers and masks put a cherry on Easter Sunday. Among the
pilgrimages of the different towns, that of the Virgen de la Sierra
(Cabra) is of special interest. In it, the patron saint is raised to the
top of the Picacho, crossing beautiful natural landscapes of the
Geopark.

During Corpus Christi, in Carcabuey and Priego, the streets are
covered with coloured sawdust. Also in Priego, the songs of the
Hermanos de la Aurora have flooded the streets every Saturday
morning for more than 400 years. Other centuries-old traditions are
found in the Baile del Chacarrá in Iznájar and Rute; in the carols of
the Mochileros de Cabra, Rute or Iznájar; and in the rincorros or
corros. In recent decades, there have also been festivals around
emblematic local products such as the cheese festival in Zuheros, the
quince festival in Carcabuey or the oil festival in Cabra. In addition to
these products, from a gastronomic point of view, there is also wine
with the Montilla-Moriles designation of origin and turrolate, a
sweet nougat and chocolate typical of Rute and Priego de Córdoba.
Regarding the crafts, the region has traditionally been notable for
the production of esparto, forging, cabinetmaking and ceramic
products.
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When the first humans arrived at the Subbética they found a
territory with a mild climate, abundant water, underground
refuges and strategic promontories. Since then, the region has
remained inhabited, with very diverse civilizations succeeding
each other over time. Vestiges of the first settlers and remains of
more recent cultures are integrated into the natural landscape,
giving strong identity to the region.

