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Foreword

It is obvious that ecological borders pay no attention to administrative
boundaries, that the Mediterranean landscape is the result of the historical
interaction between man and nature, and that our natural protected areas, and the
values which characterize them, would be impossible to understand without the
presence of local populations and their traditional ways of life.

Being aware of this reality, the Department of the Environment of the
Andalusian Government has included among its main objectives the integration
of the protected areas into wider systems, for the sake of the achievement of an
effective protection of the genetic, landscape, ecological, environmental and
social and cultural values of the Andalusian territory. Proof of this commitment is
the deep reform started of the conservation policy of the Andalusian protected
areas by means of the launch of the RENPA Strategy.

In this regard, this Department, striving to achieve the best environmental
integration of the Andalusian protected territory, is playing a leadership role in
devising, planning and managing networks of natural protected areas in the
Mediterranean world, without obviating other experiences and best practices and
by learning from them.

But territorial integration must go hand in hand with social cohesion. The
landscape and its inhabitants are closely linked and it is in our natural Andalusia
where we can best get a glimpse of this reality. Because of that, the Department
of the Environment incorporates into its action plans the social variable, a basic
component of progressive environmental policies.

Being conscious of the challenge that a Mediterranean approach to
conservation entails, and leading the field in novel action policies concerning the
social environmental and economic connection of protected natural areas, with
the publication of this book we intend to encourage a debate of ideas that may
lead to realities in the implementation of active conservation policies, focused on
the territorial integration of the protected areas. Besides, we wish this publication
to become a Mediterranean reference manual in the coming World Park Congress
due to be held in Durban in September 2003. 
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Because of all this, it is my great pleasure, in my capacity as Minister for the
Environment of the Andalusian Regional Government, to introduce this book
Territorial integration of natural protected areas and ecological connectivity within
Mediterranean landscapes, in the hope that in the not too distant future, the
integration of the conservation objectives into the whole of the territory - related
sectorial policies become a daily event, not only in Andalusia but also in the
whole of the Mediterranean region.

Fuensanta Coves Botella
Minister for the Environment 

Andalusian Regional Government




