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INTRODUCTION

Agriculture and the agri-food sector are important in the eyes of Europeans. One of the key policies
in this area of the economy is the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) — a common policy for all Member
States of the European Union, funded from the resources of the EU annual budget, of which the CAP
accounts for around 35% of the total.

The main aims of the policy are to:
Ensure a decent standard of living for farmers through income support and market measures;
Ensure sustainable rural development according to the needs of each Member State.

Significant reforms have been made in recent years to adjust the CAP to the challenges ahead. Thus,
the CAP reform proposed by the European Commission in June 2018 introduces a more flexible,
performance and results-based approach that takes into account local conditions and needs, while
increasing EU-level ambitions in terms of sustainability. Moreover, this CAP reform proposal is
compatible with the Green Deal ambitions.

The current survey was commissioned by the Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development
to explore public opinion about agriculture, rural areas and the CAP. It follows on from previous surveys
on this topic in December 2017, October 2015?, November-December 20133, May 20114 November
2009° and November-December 2007°¢. It covers the following topics:

Opinions about the importance of agriculture and rural areas;

The role of agriculture and farmers in fighting climate change;

The situation of rural areas, and how things have changed over the past ten years;
The responsibilities of farmers in our society;

What should be the main objectives of agriculture and rural development policies;

Awareness of the CAP, opinions about how it is performing, and views on its priorities and
contribution to EU society;

Who benefits most from the CAP;

Financial support for farmers now and in the future, including justifications for the CAP budget,
and views on payments for implementing environmentally-friendly practices;

Factors that influence the purchase of food products, including the role of quality labels;

Opinions about international trade in agricultural products including trade barriers and trade
agreements;

Change in the area covered by forests over the past ten years, and opinions about the main
benefits provided by forests.

Where possible, results from the current survey are compared with those of previous surveys on this topic.

This survey was carried out by the Kantar network in the 27 Member States of the European Union
between 3 August and 15 September 2020. 27,237 EU citizens from different social and demographic
categories were interviewed face-to-face at their home in their mother tongue. This survey was
commissioned by the European Commission, Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural
Development.

! https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/2161
2 http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/2087

3 http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/1081/p/2

4 http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/996/p/3
5 http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/777/p/3
6 http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/629/p/4
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The methodology used is that of Eurobarometer surveys as carried out by the Directorate-General
for Communication (“Media monitoring and Eurobarometer” Unit). Given the impact of COVID-19 and
subsequent health safety measures, the face-to-face methodology was either not possible or only to
a certain extent in some countries. In Belgium, Denmark, the Netherlands and Spain, a share of
interviews were conducted online, while the rest were conducted as normal, via face-to-face
interviews. In Estonia, Finland, Luxembourg and Sweden, all interviews were conducted online?. A
technical note on the manner in which the interviews were conducted by the institutes within the
Kantar network is appended as an annex to this report. Also included are the interview methods and
the confidence intervals.

Note: In this report, countries are referred to by their official abbreviation. The abbreviations used in
this report correspond to:

Belgium BE Lithuania LT
Bulgaria BG Luxembourg LU

Czech Republic Cz Hungary HU
Denmark DK Malta MT
Germany DE The Netherlands NL
Estonia EE Austria AT
Ireland IE Poland PL
Greece EL Portugal PT

Spain ES Romania RO
France FR Slovenia Sl
Croatia HR Slovakia SK

Italy IT Finland Fl
Republic of Cyprus Cy* Sweden SE

Latvia LV

European Union - weighted average for the 27 Member States EU27

BE, FR, IT, LU, DE, AT, ES, PT, IE, NL, FI, EL, EE, SI, CY, MT, SK, LV, LT Euro area
BG, CZ, DK, HR, HU, PL, RO, SE Non euro area

* Cyprus as a whole is one of the 27 European Union Member States. However, the “acquis communautaire” has been suspended in the
part of the country which is not controlled by the government of the Republic of Cyprus. For practical reasons, only the interviews carried
out in the part of the country controlled by the government of the Republic of Cyprus are included in the “CY” category and in the EU27
average.

We wish to thank the people throughout the European Union who have given their time to take part

in this survey. Without their active participation, this study would not have been possible.

7 Online interviewing took the form of probabilistic panels and access panels, depending on what is available in the country.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Nearly all respondents say agriculture and rural areas are important for the future in
the EU

More than nine in ten respondents (95%) think that agriculture and rural areas are important
for the future in the EU, including 56% who consider they are very important;

In every Member State, over eight in ten respondents say that agriculture and rural areas are
important for the future; over half say they are very important in 22 countries;

Majorities of Europeans consider that the infrastructure and services are good in rural areas in
their country, with proportions varying between 82% for the environment and landscape and
51% for access to high-speed internet connections; however, only a minority hold this view
about job opportunities (37%);

Compared with ten years ago, a majority say that things have improved in terms of access to
high-speed internet connections (55%) and transport infrastructure connecting to cities (37%);
conversely, a majority think that things have got worse for job opportunities (42%) and health
services (36%);

Opinions on the state of services and infrastructure in rural areas now and ten years ago vary
widely across the EU: for instance, 83% of respondents in Luxembourg say health services
are good, compared with 18% in Bulgaria.

Respondents believe that forests provide multiple benefits, such as preserving animals
and plants and fighting climate change, but the vast majority believe that their area has
decreased compared with ten years ago in both their country and the EU

More than half of respondents consider that the area covered by forests has decreased
compared with ten years ago both in their country (56%) and across the EU as a whole (53%);

Respondents think that the most important benefits provided by forests are providing animals
with their natural habitats, preserving the different types of animals and plants and
conserving nature (69%) and absorbing carbon dioxide, contributing to fight climate change
and its detrimental effects (65%), a long way ahead of protecting people from natural
disasters such as floods and avalanches (469%).

Providing safe, healthy food of high quality is seen as the main responsibility of farmers
in EU society, and it should be the main objective of EU agricultural and rural policy;
however, environmental protection is also an issue of interest

Close to seven in ten Europeans (69%) agree that EU farmers need to change the way they
work in order to fight climate change, although only a minority (42%) consider that agriculture
is one of the major causes of climate change, and 53% that agriculture has already made a
major contribution in fighting climate change. Two-thirds (66%) are ready to pay 10% more
for agricultural products with a lower carbon footprint;

Over a quarter of respondents mention three main responsibilities for farmers in our society:
providing safe, healthy food of high quality (549%), ensuring the welfare of farmed animals
(30%) and protecting the environment and tackling climate change (279%));

Similarly, for over half of respondents, the EU’s main objectives for agricultural and rural
development policy should be providing safe, healthy food of high quality (62%), ensuring a
fair standard of living for farmers (51%) and protecting the environment and tackling climate
change (51%).
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Awareness of the CAP is at its highest level since 2013, and large majorities of
respondents consider that the CAP is fulfilling its role in most areas and that its
priorities are important

Nearly three-quarters of respondents (73%) have heard of the support that the EU gives
farmers through its CAP. However, only 9% of these respondents know the details while 64%
say they ‘don’t really’ know the details. This is the highest awareness level since 2013;

In every EU Member State, over half of respondents have heard of the support that the EU
gives farmers through the CAP, with proportions ranging from 94% in Lithuania to 51% in
Italy;

Majorities of respondents think that the European Union, through the CAP, is fulfilling its role
in seven areas. More than two-thirds hold this view when it comes to securing a stable supply
of food in the EU (79%), providing safe, healthy food of high quality (72%) and ensuring a
sustainable way to produce food (67%);

In every Member State, more than half of respondents think that the EU, through the CAP, is
fulfilling its role in these three areas;

At least eight in ten respondents consider that eight priorities of the CAP are important, led by
securing a stable supply of food in the EU (929%), ensuring sustainable management of natural
resources (929%), strengthening the farmer's role in the food chain (90%) and helping to tackle
climate change (90%);

More than seven in ten respondents in the 27 EU Member States consider that these four
priorities of the CAP are important;

Large majorities of respondents believe that the CAP contributes to eight areas, most notably
in securing a stable supply of food in the EU (83%), well ahead of strengthening the farmer's
role in the food chain (709%) and ensuring sustainable management of natural resources (70%);

Three-quarters of respondents agree that the CAP benefits all European citizens and not only
farmers, 14-percentage points higher than the proportion registered in 2017 (61%);

This is the majority view in every EU Member State, and has gained ground since 2017 in 26
countries, increasing by two digits in 16 countries.

Close to half of respondents say the EU’s financial support to farmers is about right, and
over half would like to see an increase of this support over the next ten years

Nearly half of Europeans (47%) consider that the EU’s financial support to farmers in order to
help them stabilise their incomes is about right, while 39% say it is too low and 8% too high;

Compared with 2017, respondents are far more likely to think that this support is too low
(+13 percentage points);

For at least three in ten respondents, the main reasons why the EU spends a significant
proportion of its budget on the CAP are that financial aid to farmers makes it possible to
guarantee the food supply of Europeans (33%) and to ensure sustainable farming (32%), that
the production of food products in the EU is more expensive than in other countries because of
stricter standards (319%), or because agriculture requires heavy human and financial
investments (309%);

Over half of respondents (56%) would like to see an increase in EU financial support to farmers
over the next ten years, while 29% would like to see no change and 12% a decrease;

The share of respondents in favour of an increase has gained 13 percentage points at EU
level since 2017; over the longer term, this proportion has risen in all EU Member States since
2007,
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More than nine in ten respondents (92%) are in favour of the EU continuing to pay subsidies to
farmers for carrying out agricultural practices beneficial to the climate and the environment;

At least eight in ten respondents hold this view in the 27 EU Member States.

A short supply chain is the most important factor when buying food products, ahead of
quality labels

Over eight in ten respondents say the facts that food products are part of a short supply chain
(87%), respect local tradition and "know-how” (829%), have a label ensuring their quality (81%)
and come from a geographical area that they know (80%) are important factors when buying
food products;

Nearly six in ten respondents (57%) are aware of the organic farming logo, ahead of the
Fairtrade logo (41%), and very substantially ahead of the three other logos: the protected
geographical indication (20%), the protected designation of origin and the traditional speciality
guaranteed logos (both 149%);

Since 2017, the share of respondents who are aware of the organic farming logo has risen
by 30 percentage points at EU level, and it has increased by two digits in all 27 EU Member
States;

At least two-thirds of respondents agree with six positive attributes of food products derived
from organic agriculture: they say that these food products comply with specific rules on
pesticides, fertilisers, and antibiotics (82%), are produced with better environmental practices
(81%), respect higher animal welfare standards (80%), are of better quality (74%), are safer
(719%) and taste better (65%) than other food products;

However, around nine in ten Europeans (91%) consider that organic food products are more
expensive than other food products, and a significant minority (439%) think that they are
difficult to find in the area where they live.

Close to nine in ten respondents think that only agricultural imports complying with the
EU’s environmental and animal welfare standards should enter the EU and at least six in
ten say trade agreements have been positive for both consumers and EU agriculture

Close to nine in ten respondents (88%) want agricultural imports of any origin to enter the EU
only if their production has complied with the EU’s environmental and animal welfare
standards;

Nearly six in ten respondents (57%) consider that the EU should have trade barriers to imports
of agricultural products, with the exception of imports from developing countries;

Less than four in ten Europeans (39%) think that the EU should have no trade barriers to
imports of agricultural products, regardless of their origin;

Large majorities say trade agreements between the EU and other countries of the world have
been positive for both themselves as consumers of food products (65%) and EU agriculture
(609%);

However, since 2017, the feeling that these trade agreements have had an adverse impact
has gained ground: +7 percentage points for EU agriculture, and +5 pp for consumers.
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Report

I. AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY IN THE EU: PERCEIVED IMPORTANCE,
RESPONSIBILITIES AND MAIN OBJECTIVES

This first chapter examines how Europeans perceive the importance of agriculture and rural areas in
the EU. It assesses how the general public see connections between agriculture and climate change.
It then looks at the situation of rural areas now and compared with ten years ago. The discussion
moves on to consider the role of farmers in EU society. It concludes with an assessment of what
should be the main objectives of the EU in terms of agriculture and rural development policy.

1 The perceived importance of agriculture and rural areas in the EU

Over nine in ten Europeans consider that agriculture and rural areas are important for
the future in the European Union

Nearly all respondents (95%, +3 percentage points since 2017) think that agriculture and rural areas
are important ‘for our future’ in the European Uniong, including more than half (56%, +3 pp) who
consider they are ‘very important’. Just one in twenty respondents have a different view (5%,
unchanged).

Over the longer term, the proportion of respondents who believe that agriculture and rural areas are
important for the future in the EU has gained five percentage points since 2009.

QA1 Do you think that, in the EU, agriculture and rural areas are ... for our future?
(% - EU)

W Aug.-Sept. 2020 W Dec. 2017 W Oct. 2015 HENov.-Dec. 2013 ®Now.-Dec. 2009

VERY IMPORTANT
FAIRLY IMPORTANT
NOT VERY IMPORTANT
NOT AT ALL IMPORTANT

DON'T KNOW

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)

8 QC1 Do you think that, in the EU, agriculture and rural areas are ... for our future? Very important, Fairly important, Not very important,
Not at all important, Don’t know.
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In all 27 EU Member States, over eight in ten respondents consider that agriculture and rural areas
are important for the future in the European Union, with the highest proportions in Ireland, Portugal
and Slovakia (all 99%), and the lowest in Romania (86%) and Austria (92%).

In 22 EU Member States, over half of respondents believe that agriculture and rural areas are ‘very
important’ for the future. This is particularly the case in Ireland (769%), ahead of Slovenia (69%), and
Finland and Luxembourg (both 66%).

QA1 Do you think that, in the EU, agriculture and rural areas are ... for our future?

a 0

o
5
-
49

- |-
(5 N
2=l E g

A I - .| [
<1 - . - -

mlu-l_a -g Icn |»—- |O

1) BN em ‘Hom =& oy 2 EINE o
IE PT SK DE MT SI BE LU EE PL DK HR EL FREU27NL HU BG CY LT SE H
M Very important M Fairly important M Not very important M Not at all important M Don't know

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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In terms of evolutions since 2017, the proportion of respondents who think that agriculture and rural
areas are important for the future in the EU has increased in 23 EU Member States, most notably in
Croatia (96%, +9 percentage points), Ireland (99%, +6 pp), Malta (98%, +6 pp), and Bulgaria and
Hungary (95%, +6 pp in both countries). In no country has the share of people who think that
agriculture and rural areas are important for our future decreased by more than 3 percentage points.

The longer-term trend shows that the feeling that agriculture and rural areas are important ‘for our
future’ in the EU has gained ground in most countries since 2009, with the largest increases in Ireland
(99%, +13 percentage points) and Slovakia (99%, +11 pp).

QA1 Do you think that, in the EU, agriculture and rural areas are ... for our future?
(% - TOTAL 'IMPORTANT")

 EB72.5 Nov.-Dec. 2009 EB80.2 Nov.-Dec. 2013 mEB84.2 Oct. 2015  m EB88.4 Dec. 2017  m EB93.2 Aug.-Sep. 2020
99 99 99 98 97 97 98 97 96 96
9698 9197k 9696:): m 94991 9293 9598 F 9797:1 9296 F
=" il ‘I il _— = [ = H
SK IE MT BE LU DE si EL DK
96 96 96 95 96 95 94 94
90! 95 9194: 8793: ~IJII 9795:F. 9595 91
L
= = = - il [} H
PL EE HR NL FR cy LT SE
95 93 93 93 93 93 92
86
96 94 98 9295 9489 - 92 9693:[1 92
_— | —_—
= = + i1 = | 3 - il
BG ES Fl IT LV cz AT RO

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows that over eight in ten respondents in all socio-
demographic categories think that agriculture and rural areas are important for the future in the
European Union. However, a focus on the share of respondents who believe that agriculture and rural
areas are very important highlights that:

Respondents aged 55 and over (62%), retired (64%) and self-employed (62%) people, those
who consider themselves upper class (61%), and those who live in rural villages (60%) are the
most likely to say that agriculture and rural areas are very important for the future in the EU;

Conversely, this feeling is the least widespread among respondents aged 15-24 years (44%),
manual workers (51%), students (43%) and Europeans who have difficulties paying their bills
from time to time (509%).

QA1 Do you think that, in the EU, agriculture and rural areas are ... for our future?
(% - EV)
g e H g 3 g g
g 8 £ E ¥ a8 £
£ £ > = + £ =
= > S © 5 = 2
9] = = © [a] £ _
= K B 5 e £
z z 2
EU27 56 39 4 1 95
15-24 6 1 1 7
25-39 51 44 5 0 0 95 5
40-54 57 39 4 0 0 96 4
55 + 3 1 0 4
Self employed 3 1 0 4
Managers 59 38 3 0 0 97 3
Other white collars 52 43 4 1 0 95 5
Manual workers 51 43 5 1 0 94 6
House persons 54 39 5 1 1 93 6
Unemployed 56 38 5 1 0 94 6
Retired 64 32 3 1 0 96 4
Students 6 1 1 7

Difficulties paying bills

I\/Iost of the time
From time to time 50 44 5 1 0 94
Almost never/ Never

B Consider belonging to

The working class 4 1 1 5
The lower middle class 52 43 4 1 0 95 5
The middle class 56 39 4 1 0 95 5
The upper middle class 57 39 4 0 0 96 4
The upper class 61 31 8 0 0 92 8
28] Subjective urbanisation

Rural village 60 35 4 1 0 95 5
Small/ mid size town 56 40 4 0 0 95

Large town 52 42 5 1 0 94 6

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)

11
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2 Agriculture and climate change

Close to seven in ten Europeans agree that EU farmers need to change the way they
work in order to fight climate change

When asked to say whether they agree or disagree with four statements about agriculture and climate
change®, respondents provide the following answers:

Around seven in ten Europeans (69%, +2 percentage points since 2009'°) say they agree that
‘EU farmers need to change the way they work in order to fight climate change even
if that means that EU agriculture will be less competitive’, with nearly a quarter (23%,
unchanged) who ‘'totally agree'. Conversely, less than a quarter (22%, +1 pp) disagree with this
statement, including 5% (unchanged) who answer ‘totally disagree’. Finally, 9% (-3 pp) say they
'don't know';

A similar proportion (66%, +8 percentage points) say they ‘are prepared to pay 10% more
for agricultural products that are produced in a way that limits their carbon
footprint!, including close to a quarter (24%, +3 pp) who ‘totally agree’. However, nearly
three in ten (29%, -6 pp) disagree with this statement, with10% (-4 pp) who ‘totally disagree’.
Finally, 5% (-2 pp) ‘don’t know’;

More than half of respondents (55%, +9 percentage points) agree that ‘agriculture has
already made a major contribution in fighting climate change’, with more than one in
ten (13%, +2 pp) totally agreeing. Meanwhile, over a third (34%, +1) have the opposite opinion,
including 6% (-1 pp) who ‘totally disagree’. Finally, 11% (-10 pp) do not know;

However, only a minority of respondents (42%, +13 percentage points) consider that
‘agriculture is one of the major causes of climate change’, including over one in ten
(12%, +4 pp) who ‘totally agree’. Conversely, more than half of respondents (51%, -10 pp)
disagree with this statement, and 17% (-10 pp) totally disagree. Finally, 7% (-3 pp) say they
do not know.

9 QA22 Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about agriculture and climate change? 1.
Agriculture is one of the major causes of climate change; 2. EU farmers need to change the way they work in order to fight climate change
even if that means that EU agriculture will be less competitive; 3. Agriculture has already made a major contribution in fighting climate
change; 4. You are prepared to pay 10% more for agricultural products that are produced in a way that limits their carbon footprint

10 |n 2009, the United Kingdom was an EU Member State, while Croatia was not. The opposite is true in this survey, and this might have an
impact on the evolutions registered at EU level.

11 n 2009, this statement was slightly different: ‘You are ready to pay 10% more for agricultural products if they are produced in a way
that does not increase climate change’

12
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QA22 Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about
agriculture and climate change?

(% - EU27)
EU FARMERS NEED TO CHANGE THE WAY THEY - 73 _46 - 17 I 5 .9
WORK IN ORDER TO FIGHT CLIMATE CHANGE
EVEN IF THAT MEANS THAT EU AGRICULTURE
WILL BE LESS COMPETITIVE - 7 4 16 I 5 . 12

YOU ARE PREPARED TO PAY 10% MORE FOR - 24 _ 42 - 19 . 10 IS

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS THAT ARE PRODUCED

IN/AWAY THAT LIMITS THEIR CAREON FOOTPRINT RS 5, - 2 = I

acrcuuture rns aeaoy wace avacr TR NN - = B- -
CONTRIBUTION IN FIGHTING CLIMATE CHANGE
. 11 35 26 l 7 - 21

AGRICULTURE IS ONE OF THE MAJOR .12 - -34 -ﬂr l7
CAUSES OF CLIMATE CHANGE
"] « -

Aug.-Sep. 2020 O [ | O | |
Nov.-Dec. 2009 [ | [ ] [ |
Totally agree Tend to agree Tend to Totally disagree Don't know
disagree

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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Agriculture is one of the major causes of climate change

A national analysis shows that in 12 EU Member States, a majority of respondents agree that
‘agriculture is one of the major causes of climate change’. This proportion is the highest among
respondents in Cyprus (68%), Ireland (63%) and Greece (57%), while the majority is narrower in Malta
(47% vs. 41%), Denmark (48% vs. 46%) and Italy (48% vs. 42%).

Over one in five respondents ‘totally agree’ with this statement in Cyprus (30%), Romania (24%) and
Ireland (22%).

Conversely, only a minority of respondents consider that agriculture is one of the major causes of
climate change in 14 countries, with the lowest proportions in France (31% vs. 60%), Germany (32%
vs. 619%) and Slovenia (35% vs. 62%).

At least one in five respondents ‘totally disagree’ with this opinion in six countries: Slovenia (27%),
Austria (22%), France, Germany and Croatia (all 21%), and Latvia (20%).

Finally, respondents are evenly divided in Lithuania (45% vs. 45%).

QA22.1 Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about agriculture and climate

change?
Agriculture is one of the major causes of climate change (%)
5 8 0 5 1511106124010110708650415379
--iaaii T T L A [T
38 43 43 . l 47 I

35 34

III31 SIIII

33 30 28 30 26 31 30 29

Illlllllllllllia -

35 40 39

40 32 43

24
17 12 5 9
I.l IIIIII--IIIII---II--

° =I e mBaills I o mllmEB+-os T ST g™l
CY IE EL RO SE HU PL PT SK IT DK MT NL LU LT BE CZEU27 FI LV AT ES EE HR BG SI DE FR

M Totally agree M Tend to agree M Tend to disagree M Totally disagree M Don't know

izg T 29III I
S 34 35 39 33 32 36 34 32 35 36

12 216 15 100 15 16 44 5 14 4, 11 12 14 19

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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In terms of evolutions since 2009, the proportion of respondents who believe that agriculture is
one of the major causes of climate change has gained ground in all EU Member States (except
Croatia), with two-digit increases in 22 countries. The increase is most dramatic in Ireland (63%, +35
percentage points), Romania (56%, +29 pp), Poland (50%, +28 pp), Cyprus (68%, +25 pp), the
Netherlands (46%, +25 pp), Latvia (41%, +22 pp), Luxembourg (46%, +22 pp) and Denmark (48%,
+20 pp).

QA22.1 Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with each of
the following statements about agriculture and climate
change?

Agriculture is one of the major causes of climate change
(%)
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15



Europeans, Agriculture and the CAP
504

August - September 2020

Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows that:

The opinion that agriculture is one of the major causes of climate change is the minority view
among most socio-demographic categories, particularly among respondents who finished
education aged 15 or earlier (37% ‘agree’ vs. 48% ‘disagree’), retired people (38% vs. 52%),
those who consider themselves working class (38% vs. 50%) and those who live in rural villages
(379% vs. 56%);

However, a small majority share this view among respondents who consider themselves upper
class (49% ‘agree’ vs. 48% ‘disagree’) and Europeans living in large towns (47% vs. 459%).

In addition, a majority of respondents who think agriculture and rural areas are not important for the
future (47%) and of those who consider that the EU aid to farmers should decrease (59%) believe
that agriculture is one of the major causes of climate change.

QA22.1 Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with each of
the following statements about agriculture and climate
change?

Agriculture is one of the major causes of climate
change (% - EU)

ks $ z

5 g 2

o 3 8
EU27 42 51 7
15- 37 48 15
16-19 41 52 7
20+ 43 52 5
Still studying 44 46 10
Self- employed 43 55 2
Managers 45 51 4
Other white collars a7 48 5
Manual workers 41 52 7
House persons 40 50 10
Unemployed 40 54 6
Retired 38 52 10
Students 45 46 9
The working class 38 50 12
The lower middle class 42 52 6
The middle class 43 51 6
The upper middle class 47 50 3
The upper class 49 48 3
=% Subjective urbanisation
Rural village 37 56 7
Small/ mid size town 42 51 7
Large town 47 45 8
Important 42 51 7
Not important 47 45 8
Increase 37 56 7
Decrease 59 38 3
No change 47 47 6

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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EU farmers need to change the way they work in order to fight climate change even if that
means that EU agriculture will be less competitive

In all 27 EU Member States, more than half of respondents agree that ‘EU farmers need to change
the way they work in order to fight climate change even if that means that EU agriculture will be less
competitive’. At least eight in ten respondents think that way in Hungary (82%), Portugal (819%), and
Ireland, Cyprus and Malta (80% in all three). Fewer than six in ten hold this view in Estonia (54%) and
Latvia (559%).

In 20 countries, more than one in five respondents ‘totally agree’ with this statement. More than a
third do so in Cyprus (41%), Greece (36%) and Slovenia (35%).

QA22.2 Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about agriculture and climate
change?
EU farmers need to change the way they work in order to fight climate change even if that means that EU
agriculture will be less competitive (%)
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Since 2009, the feeling that EU farmers need to change the way they work in order to fight climate
change even if that means that EU agriculture will be less competitive has gained ground in 13 EU
Member States, particularly in Malta (80%, +23 percentage points), Luxembourg (74%, +15 pp),
Ireland (80%, +13 pp), Poland (68%, +11 pp) and the Netherlands (72%, +10 pp). Conversely, it has
lost ground in 12 countries, most notably in Finland (619%, -9 pp).

QA22.2 Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with
each of the following statements about agriculture
and climate change?

EU farmers need to change the way they work in
order to fight climate change even if that means
that EU agriculture will be less competitive (%)
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows that at least six in ten respondents in every socio-

demographic category agree that EU farmers need to change the way they work in order to fight
climate change even if that means that EU agriculture will be less competitive.

Agriculture has already made a major contribution in fighting climate change

A national analysis shows that a majority of respondents in 26 EU Member States agree that
‘agriculture has already made a major contribution in fighting climate change’. This proportion is the
highest among respondents in Cyprus (73%) and Hungary, Malta and Poland (68% in all three). At the
other end of the scale, a majority of less than half the respondents hold this view in Latvia (42% vs.
389%), Lithuania (44% vs. 37%), Czechia (46% vs. 35%) and Bulgaria (46% vs. 27%).

At least one in five respondents ‘totally agree’ that agriculture has already made a major contribution
in fighting climate change in Romania (29%), Austria (27%), Cyprus (26%) and Hungary (20%).

In Bulgaria (27%) and Latvia (20%), the proportion of respondents who are unable to give an opinion
is high.

QA22.3 Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about agriculture and climate
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In terms of evolutions since 2009, the share of respondents who consider that agriculture has
already made a major contribution in fighting climate change has risen in 22 EU Member States, by
two-digit figures in 14 countries and most strikingly in Malta (68%, +26 percentage points), Sweden
(60%, +23 pp), Poland (68%, +20 pp) and Romania (67%, +20 pp). Meanwhile, it has fallen slightly
in Czechia (469%, -5 pp) and Slovakia (619%, -4 pp).

QA22.3 Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with
each of the following statements about agriculture
and climate change?

Agriculture has already made a major
contribution in fighting climate change (%)
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows that:

A majority of respondents in every socio-demographic category agree that agriculture has
already made a major contribution in fighting climate change, with the highest levels among
self-employed people (59%), manual workers (59%), and respondents who have difficulties
paying their bills from time to time (59%);

Conversely, majorities of less than half the respondents hold this view among managers (49%
‘agree’ vs. 44% ‘disagree’), students (51% vs. 36%) and those who consider themselves upper
middle class (49% vs. 45%).

However, only a minority of respondents who disagree that the CAP benefits all European citizens
(45%) share this opinion.

QA22.3 Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with each of
the following statements about agriculture and climate
change?

Agriculture has already made a major contribution in
fighting climate change (% - EU)

© -8
E 3 3
2

EU27 55 34 11
Self- employed 59 37 4
Managers 49 44 7
Other white collars 56 34 10
Manual workers 59 29 12
House persons 55 30 15
Unemployed 52 38 10
Retired 53 32 15
Students 51 36 13
Most of the time 51 36 13
From time to time 59 30 11
Almost never/ Never 53 36 11
The working class 55 29 16
The lower middle class 55 34 11
The middle class 56 34 10
The upper middle class 49 45 6
The upper class 53 45 2
Agree 58 32 10
Disagree 45 46 9

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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You are prepared to pay 10% more for agricultural products that are produced in a way
that limits their carbon footprint

In 26 EU Member States, a majority of respondents say they are prepared to pay 10% more for
agricultural products that are produced in a way that limits their carbon footprint. Around eight in ten
respondents hold this view in the Netherlands (82%) and Germany and Luxembourg (both 799%). This
majority is narrower in Lithuania (46% vs. 44%), Latvia (48% vs. 45%) and Bulgaria (48% vs. 43%),
Czechia (49% vs. 43%) and Slovakia (49% vs. 469%).

In 14 countries, at least one in five respondents say they ‘totally agree’ with this statement, with the
highest proportions in Germany (40%), Denmark (38%) and the Netherlands (37%).

Portugal is the only EU Member State where only a minority of respondents agree with this statement
(44% vs. 53%). However, one in five respondents in Bulgaria say that they ‘totally disagree’ with it.

QA22.4 Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about agriculture and climate
change?
You are prepared to pay 10% more for agricultural products that are produced in a way that limits their carbon

footprint (%)
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Since 20089, the proportion of respondents who are ready to pay 10% more for agricultural products
that are produced in a way that limits their carbon footprint has increased in 16 EU Member States,
most strikingly in Ireland (76%, +33 percentage points), Malta (59%, +24 pp) and the Netherlands
(82%, +21 pp). It has decreased in ten countries, most prominently in Sweden (75%, -10 pp).

QA22 4 Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with each of the
following statements about agriculture and climate change?
You are prepared to pay 10 more for agricultural products
that are produced in a way that limits their carbon
footprint (%)
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows that a majority of respondents in every socio-
demographic category are prepared to pay 10% more for agricultural products that are produced in
a way that limits their carbon footprint:

This proportion is the highest among Europeans who remained in education up to age 20 or
beyond (72%), managers (77%), self-employed people (72%), and those who consider
themselves upper middle (79%), upper (75%) and middle (71%) class;

This proportion is also fairly high among Europeans who live in small/ mid-size towns (68%),
especially compared to those living in rural villages (62%);

This majority of respondents being prepared to pay 10% more for agricultural products that
are produced in a way that limits their carbon footprint is slimmer among respondents who
finished education aged 15 or earlier (54%), house persons (54%), unemployed people (56%),
those who have difficulties paying bills most of the time (49% vs. 46% of those who are not
prepared to pay 10% for agricultural products) and respondents who consider themselves
working class (529%).
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QA22.4 Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with each of
the following statements about agriculture and climate
change?

You are prepared to pay 10% more for agricultural
products that are produced in a way that limits their
carbon footprint (M) (% - EU)

K] g
kS g 8
EU27 66 29 5
2 Education (End of)
15- 54 38 8
16-19 62 33 5
20+ 72 25 3
Still studying 69 22 9
Self- employed 72 26 2
Managers 77 21 2
Other white collars 70 27 3
Manual workers 63 32 5
House persons 54 40 6
Unemployed 56 40 4
Retired 61 33 6
9

Students 69 22

Difficulties paying bills

Most of the time 49 46 5

From time to time 60 36 4
Almost never/ Never 69 26 5
The working class 52 41 7
The lower middle class 61 35 4
The middle class 71 25 4
The upper middle class 79 19 2
The upper class 75 22 3
%2 Subjective urbanisation

Rural village 62 33 5
Small/ mid size town 68 28

Large town 65 29 5

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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3 The situation of rural areas, and how things have changed over
the past ten years

Majorities of Europeans consider that services and infrastructures are good in rural
areas in their country, except for job opportunities

Respondents were asked to rate seven aspects of rural areas in their country%

More than eight in ten respondents (82%) think that ‘the environment and landscape’ are
good in rural areas in their country, including nearly three in ten (28%) who answer ‘very good'.
Conversely, 15% consider that the environment and landscape are bad in rural areas in their
country;

Narrower majorities of respondents believe that six other services and infrastructures are good
in rural areas in their country: over half of Europeans have this opinion about ‘access to
leisure and cultural activities’ (56% vs. 38% total ‘bad’), ‘educational facilities’ (54% vs.
40%), ‘transport infrastructure connecting to cities (quality of the roads and public
transport)’ (53% vs. 44%), ‘health services’ (51% vs. 45%) and ‘access to high-speed
internet connections’ (50% vs. 41%);

However, only a minority of Europeans (36%) think that ‘job opportunities’ are good in rural
areas in their country, with less than one in ten (7%) answering ‘very good’. Conversely, nearly
six in ten respondents (59%) say these opportunities are bad, including 16% who consider they
are ‘very bad’.

QA18 Overall, how would you rate the following in rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY)?
(% - EU27)
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Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)

12 QA18 Overall, how would you rate the following in rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY)? 1. Job opportunities; 2. Educational facilities; 3. Health
services; 4. Access to high-speed internet connections; 5. Access to leisure and cultural activities; 6. The environment and landscape; 7.
Transport infrastructure connecting to cities (quality of the roads and public transport)

26



Europeans, Agriculture and the CAP

504

August - September 2020

Job opportunities

A national analysis reveals that a minority of respondents consider that job opportunities are good
in rural areas in their country in 22 EU Member States, with the lowest proportions among
respondents in Bulgaria (16%), Portugal (18%) and Lithuania (20%).

Moreover, in nine EU Member States over one in five respondents say that these opportunities are
‘very bad’. At least a third share this view in Bulgaria (41%) and Lithuania and Greece (both 33%).

Conversely, a majority of respondents say that job opportunities are good in rural areas in their
country in five EU Member States: Luxembourg (63%), Belgium (55%), Austria (549%), the Netherlands
(49% vs. 47%) and Poland (47% vs. 44%).

QA18.1 Overall, how would you rate the following in rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY)?
Job opportunities (%)
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Educational facilities

In 18 EU Member States, majorities believe that educational facilities are good in rural areas in their
country. More than three-quarters of respondents share this opinion in Luxembourg (849%), Belgium
(819%) and Ireland (789%). The majority is narrower in Germany (56%), Denmark (50% vs. 45%) and
Italy (49% vs. 42%).

At least one in five respondents consider that educational facilities are ‘very good’ in rural areas in
Luxembourg (25%), Ireland (24%), Belgium (23%) and the Netherlands (209%).

However, minorities believe that educational facilities are good in rural areas in their country in nine
EU Member States, and less than four in ten do so in Bulgaria (23% vs. 69%), Lithuania (35% vs.
559%), Greece (35% vs. 54%) and Portugal (35% vs. 52%).

In Bulgaria, three in ten respondents (30%) answer that these facilities are ‘very bad'.

QA18.2 Overall, how would you rate the following in rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY)?
Educational facilities (%)
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Health services

A national analysis shows that a majority of respondents think that health services are good in
rural areas in their country in 16 EU Member States: over eight in ten respondents hold this view in
Luxembourg (83%), the Netherlands (82%) and Belgium (81%), but less than half do so in Slovakia
(49% vs. 48%).

At least a quarter of respondents consider that health services are ‘very good’ in Luxembourg (34%),
Belgium (319%), Malta (26%) and the Netherlands (25%).

Health services are rated as good by a minority of respondents in 11 EU Member States, with the
lowest levels in Bulgaria (18% vs. 76%) and Lithuania and Greece (25% vs. 63% in both countries).

Over one in five respondents say that these services are ‘very bad’ in Bulgaria (36%) and Lithuania
(24%).

QA18.3 Overall, how would you rate the following in rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY)?
Health services (%)
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Access to high-speed internet connections

In 22 EU Member States, more than half of respondents believe that access to high-speed internet
connections is good in rural areas in their country, with the highest scores in Luxembourg (83%),
Finland (81%) and Hungary (80%). A smaller majority hold this view in Bulgaria (50% vs. 27%),
Denmark (51%) and Greece (53%).

Over one in five respondents consider that access to high-speed internet connections is ‘very good’
in ten countries, and particularly in Hungary (34%), Slovenia (30%), and Luxembourg and Belgium
(both 29%).

In five EU Member States, only minorities of respondents think that high-speed internet access is
good: Germany (31% vs. 63%), Portugal (35% vs. 45%), Spain (38% vs. 55%), France (41% vs. 49%)
and Ireland (42% vs. 589%).

Access to high-speed internet connections is rated as ‘very bad’ by over one in five respondents in
Germany (23%) and Ireland (21%).

QA18.4 Overall, how would you rate the following in rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY)?
Access to high-speed internet connections (%)
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Access to leisure and cultural activities

A national analysis shows that a majority of respondents in 22 EU Member States believe that
access to leisure and cultural activities is good in rural areas in their country. This proportion is the
highest among respondents in Luxembourg (84%) and Belgium and Austria (both 74%).

Moreover, at least one in five respondents believe that access is ‘very good’ in Luxembourg and
Denmark (both 25%), Austria (22%) and Belgium (20%).

Conversely, only a minority of respondents consider that access to leisure and cultural activities is
good in rural areas in their country in four EU Member States: Bulgaria (43% vs. 46%), Spain (44%
vs. 53%), Lithuania (45% vs. 47%) and Croatia (46% vs. 52%).

Finally, respondents in Finland (50% vs. 50%) are divided on this issue.

QA18.5 Overall, how would you rate the following in rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY)?
Access to leisure and cultural activities (%)
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The environment and landscape

In all 27 EU Member States, more than half of respondents consider that the environment and
landscape are good in rural areas in their country, with the highest proportions in Estonia (94%) and
Ireland and Sweden (both 93%). At the other end of the scale, less than seven in ten respondents
share this opinion in Bulgaria (59%), Malta (60%), Slovakia (67%) and Romania (68%).

In 23 EU Member States, more than one in five respondents think that the environment and landscape
are ‘very good’, and at least half do so in Finland (59%), Sweden (51%) and Latvia (50%).

QA18.6 Overall, how would you rate the following in rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY)?
The environment and landscape (%)
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Transport infrastructure connecting to cities (quality of the roads and public transport)

A national analysis shows that a majority of respondents in 17 EU Member States believe that
transport infrastructures connecting to cities are good in rural areas in their country. At least seven
in ten respondents hold this view in Cyprus (73%), Austria (71%) and the Netherlands (70%). This
majority is smaller in Germany (52% vs. 47%), Denmark (50% vs. 46%) and Belgium (53% vs. 46%).

At least one in five respondents rate transport infrastructure as ‘very good’ in the Netherlands (27%)
and Cyprus and Luxembourg (both 209%).

Conversely, only minorities believe that transport infrastructure connecting to cities is good in nine
EU Member States, with the lowest proportions among respondents in Bulgaria (33% vs. 62%),
Portugal (37% vs. 54%), Finland (42% vs. 58%) and Latvia (42% vs. 55%).

A quarter of respondents (25%) in Bulgaria consider that transport infrastructure is ‘very bad’.

Finally, respondents in France are divided on this issue (47% vs. 47%).

QA18.7 Overall, how would you rate the following in rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY)?
Transport infrastructure connecting to cities (quality of the roads and public transport) (%)
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows that:

At least three-quarters of respondents in every sociodemographic category say that the
environment and landscape are good in rural areas in their country;

A minority of respondents in all but one socio-demographic category consider that job
opportunities are good in rural areas in their country, with the lowest proportions among
Europeans who finished education aged 15 or earlier (31%), unemployed people (27%),
respondents who have difficulties paying their bills most of the time (30%), and those who
consider themselves working class (29%). Conversely, this proportion is the highest among
Europeans aged 15-24 years (43%), students (419%), managers (40%) and those who consider
themselves upper middle and middle class (both 409%) or upper class (48%).

Opinions are more balanced regarding the five other topics. The most notable difference is that
respondents living in a rural village are generally most likely to say that these services and
infrastructures are good. For instance, 60% of those living in a rural village think that way
about educational facilities and 55% about health services, compared with 48% and 47%
respectively of those living in a large town.
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QA18 Overall, how would you rate the following in rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY)?
Total 'Good"' (% - EU)
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EU27 82 56 54 53 51 50 36
15-24 81 58 56 54 53 54 43
25-39 83 58 56 52 52 55 39
40-54 84 55 52 53 50 51 36
55 + 80 56 52 52 50 46 34
['v‘] Education (End of)
15- 76 54 50 52 51 42 31
16-19 82 59 53 53 50 52 38
20+ 85 55 53 51 50 51 36
Still studying 83 59 56 55 52 55 40
Self- employed 84 58 54 51 50 53 38
Managers 86 56 55 51 54 50 40
Other white collars 84 58 53 56 54 58 39
Manual workers 82 56 53 51 48 53 37
House persons 76 55 50 53 51 46 35
Unemployed 78 51 51 50 46 47 27
Retired 80 56 53 52 51 45 34
Students 82 58 56 54 53 54 41
Most of the time 75 48 43 44 39 45 30
From time to time 78 56 50 50 47 52 34
Almost never/ Never 84 57 55 54 53 51 38
The working class 77 50 49 50 44 45 29
The lower middle class 81 56 51 51 49 49 35
The middle class 84 59 55 53 53 53 40
The upper middle class 85 59 56 57 57 53 40
The upper class 85 60 65 62 67 61 48

' Subjective urbanisation

Rural village 82 61 60 54 55 54 38
Small/ mid size town 82 55 51 50 51 49 35
Large town 81 54 48 55 47 50 35

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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More than half of Europeans say things have improved compared with ten years ago in
rural areas in their country when it comes to access to high-speed internet connections

Respondents were then asked whether things have improved, got worse or stayed about the same
compared with ten years ago in rural areas in their country when it comes to the seven issues
previously discussed**:

A majority of respondents consider that things have improved when it comes to ‘access to
high-speed internet connections’ (55% vs. 25% ‘about the same’ and 12% ‘got worse’) and
‘transport infrastructure connecting to cities (quality of the roads and public transport)’
(379% vs. 32% ‘about the same’ and 27% ‘got worse’);

‘Access to leisure and cultural activities’ has stayed about the same for a majority of
respondents (39% vs. 35% ‘improved’ and 20% ‘got worse’), and so have ‘educational
facilities’ (38% vs. 29% ‘got worse’ and 27% 'improved’) and ‘the environment and
landscape’ (38% vs. 33% ‘improved’ and 25% ‘got worse’);

Conversely, a majority of Europeans say that things have got worse for ‘job opportunities’
(42% vs. 32% ‘about the same’ and 20% ‘improved’) and ‘health services’ (37% vs. 32%
‘about the same’ and 27% ‘improved’).

QA19 Compared with ten years ago, would you say things have improved, got worse or stayed about the same in
rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY) when it comes to ...7
(% - EU27)

ACCESS TO HIGH-SPEED INTERNET CONNECTIONS _ 55 - 12 25 . 8
TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE CONNECTING
TO CITIES (QUALITY OF THE ROADS _ 37 - 27 32 I
AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT)
ACCESS TO LEISURE AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES - 35 - 20 39 .
THE ENVIRONMENT AND LANDSCAPE - 33 - 25 38 I
EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES - 27 - 29 38 l 6

HEALTH SERVICES

Improved Got worse Stayed about the Don't know
same

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)

13 QA19 Compared with ten years ago, would you say things have improved, got worse or stayed about the same in rural areas in (OUR
COUNTRY) when it comes to...? 1. Job opportunities; 2. Educational facilities; 3. Health services; 4. Access to high-speed internet connections;
5. Access to leisure and cultural activities; 6. The environment and landscape; 7. Transport infrastructure connecting to cities (quality of the
roads and public transport)
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Job opportunities

A national analysis shows that in 17 EU Member States, a majority of respondents say things have
got worse in rural areas in their country when it comes to job opportunities. At least half of

respondents share this opinion in Finland (69%), Spain (58%), Bulgaria (57%), Greece (52%) and
France (50%).

In seven countries, majorities believe that job opportunities have stayed about the same, with

respondents in Germany (449%), the Netherlands (41%) and Belgium (39%) the most likely to think
that way.

In three EU Member States, a majority of respondents consider that things have improved in terms
of job opportunities in rural areas.

QA19.1 Compared with ten years ago, would you say things have improved, got worse or stayed about the same in rural areas
in (OUR COUNTRY) when it comes to ...?

Job opportun ities (%)
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Educational facilities

In 15 EU Member States, a majority of respondents consider that educational facilities have stayed
about the same, with at least half of respondents sharing this opinion in Austria and Slovakia (both
51%), and Greece (50%).

In seven countries, respondents are most likely to think that things have got worse, the highest
proportions being found in Bulgaria (53%), Finland (47%) and Lithuania (469%).

In six EU Member States, a majority believe that things have improved when it comes to educational
facilities, most notably in Luxembourg (57%), Ireland (549%) and Cyprus (53%).

Respondents in Malta are divided between feeling that things have improved and that have stayed
about the same (419% for both options).

QA19.2 Compared with ten years ago, would you say things have improved, got worse or stayed about the same in rural areas
in (OUR COUNTRY) when it comes to ...?

Educational facilities (%)
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Health services

A national analysis shows that a majority of respondents in 13 EU Member States believe that
things have got worse when it comes to health services, with at least half of respondents sharing this
opinion in Bulgaria (56%), Finland (55%), Lithuania (54%), Estonia (53%), France (51%) and Sweden
(50%).

A majority say that things have stayed about the same in eight EU Member States, led by Slovakia
and Austria (both 45%) and Greece (43%).

Respondents in Italy are divided between the opinions that things have got worse and stayed about
the same (both 34%).

In seven countries, a majority consider that things have improved, particularly in Cyprus (58%),
Luxembourg (51%) and Malta (449%).

QA19.3 Compared with ten years ago, would you say things have improved, got worse or stayed about the same in rural areas
in (OUR COUNTRY) when it comes to ...?

Health services (%)
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Access to high-speed internet connections

In the 27 EU Member States, a majority of respondents consider that things have improved when it
comes to access to high-speed internet connections. More than eight in ten respondents share this
opinion in Finland (83%), the Netherlands (82%) and Sweden (819%). At the other end of the scale,
less than one in two respondents do so in Germany (40%), Italy (43%), Romania (45%) and Austria
(48%).

However, at least a quarter of respondents say that things have stayed about the same in six
countries, led by Germany (40%), Austria (32%) and Slovakia (29%).

And over one in five consider that things have got worse in Romania (25%) and Italy (21%).

Interestingly, at least one in five respondents say they ‘don’t know’ in Malta (25%) and Bulgaria and
Portugal (both 20%).

QA19.4 Compared with ten years ago, would you say things have improved, got worse or stayed about the same in rural areas
in (OUR COUNTRY) when it comes to ...?
Access to high-speed internet connections (%)
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Access to leisure and cultural activities

A national analysis reveals that in 14 EU Member States, most respondents think that things have
stayed about the same in rural areas in their country when it comes to access to leisure and cultural

activities, with the highest proportions in Germany (52%), Slovakia (49%) and Greece and Malta (both
48%).

However, in 12 countries, a majority of respondents consider that things have improved, with the
highest levels in Luxembourg (63%), Cyprus (58%) and Ireland and Poland (both 509%).

In Romania, the majority view is that things have got worse (379%, vs. 34% ‘about the same’ and 25%
‘improved).

QA19.5 Compared with ten years ago, would you say things have improved, got worse or stayed about the same in rural areas
in (OUR COUNTRY) when it comes to ...?

Access to leisure and cultural activities (%)
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The environment and landscape

In 13 EU Member States, majorities of respondents believe that things have stayed about the same
compared with ten years ago when it comes to the environment and landscape. Respondents in
Finland (55%), Greece (50%) and Sweden (49%) are the most likely to share this view.

However, in 12 countries, a majority of respondents believe that things have improved in this respect,

over half of respondents thinking that way in Lithuania (58%), Cyprus (53%), Latvia (52%) and
Slovenia (51%).

Finally, a majority feel that things have got worse in only two countries: Malta (45%) and Belgium

(34%). This proportion is also high among respondents in Slovakia (37% vs. 42% ‘about the same’)
and Romania (35% vs. 36%).

QA19.6 Compared with ten years ago, would you say things have improved, got worse or stayed about the same in rural areas
in (OUR COUNTRY) when it comes to ...?

The environment and landscape (%)
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Transport infrastructure connecting to cities (quality of the roads and public transport)

A national analysis shows that in 18 EU Member States, a majority of respondents think that
transport infrastructure connecting to cities has improved compared with ten years ago, with more
than half of respondents sharing this opinion in Cyprus (63%), Luxembourg (60%), Poland (579%),
Estonia and Slovenia (both 54%), Malta (52%) and Ireland (519%).

Transport infrastructure has stayed about the same for a majority of respondents in six countries,
particularly in Slovakia (43%), Germany (42%) and Sweden (38%). This proportion is also high among
respondents in Austria (39% vs. 41% ‘improved’).

Respondents in Latvia are divided between the opinions that things have improved and stayed about
the same (both 33%).

Finally, in four countries, a majority of respondents consider that things have got worse when it comes
to transport infrastructure: Finland (63%), Bulgaria (439%), Romania (39%) and Denmark (35%).

QA19.7 Compared with ten years ago, would you say things have improved, got worse or stayed about the same in rural areas
in (OUR COUNTRY) when it comes to ...?

Transport infrastructure connecting to cities (quality of the roads and public transport) (%)
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows consistent trends:

Respondents aged 15-24 years are the most likely to say that six of the seven services and
infrastructures have improved compared with ten years ago in rural areas in their country. For
instance, 62% of the youngest age group (15-24 years old) believe that access to high-speed
internet connections has improved, while 34% say that health services are better. However, of
those aged 55 and over, 48% say that access to high-speed internet connections has improved
and 249% say the same about health services. Similarly, 32% of those aged 15-24 think the
environment and landscape have improved, compared with 34% of respondents aged 55 and
over.

Respondents who remained in education up to age 20 or beyond (619%) are particularly likely
to see improvements in access to high-speed internet connections, compared with those
who left school aged 15 or earlier (41%). Differences are not so strong for the six other services
and infrastructures.

The same applies to respondents who consider themselves upper class: for example, 37%
believe that job opportunities have improved, compared with 17% among those who consider
themselves working class.

Moreover, those who think that agriculture and rural areas are important for the future in the
European Union are more likely to say that these seven services and infrastructures have improved:
this is particularly the case for access to high-speed internet connections (55%, compared with
44% among those who consider that agriculture and rural areas are not important), the
environment and landscape (34%, compared with 24%) and access to leisure and cultural
activities (35%, compared with 27%).

A similar pattern applies to Europeans who consider that EU aid to farmers should increase: 38%
believe that access to leisure and cultural activities has improved, compared with 28% among

those who think that this aid should decrease. However, the proportions who say that job
opportunities have improved are similar in the two groups (20% and 21%).
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QA19 Compared with ten years ago, would you say things have improved, got worse or stayed about the same in rural
areas in (OUR COUNTRY) when it comes to...?
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=0
15-24 62 42 39 32 34 34 24
25-39 60 39 37 31 28 28 22
40-54 56 37 35 35 25 26 20
55 + 48 34 32 34 24 25 17
1 Education (End of)
15- 41 33 30 29 26 25 16
16-19 51 35 33 33 26 26 19
20+ 61 38 37 35 25 27 21
Still studying 63 46 40 34 35 34 25
B Consider belonging to
The working class 48 35 33 31 26 27 17
The lower middle class 52 33 33 31 23 24 19
The middle class 57 37 36 34 27 28 20
The upper middle class 68 43 40 38 27 28 25
The upper class 63 42 40 44 37 38 37
Agriculture and rural areas
Important 55 37 35 34 57 27 20
Not important 43 30 27 24 67 23 16
EU aid to famers should...
Increase 58 40 38 35 57 28 20
Decrease 49 30 28 28 67 24 21
No change 53 35 33 32 67 25 20

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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4 The responsibilities of farmers in our society

Providing safe, healthy food of high quality is by far the main responsibility of farmers
in our society, say Europeans

When asked to identify the two main responsibilities of farmers in our society from a list of seven
items?4, Europeans establish the following hierarchy:

More than half of respondents (54%, -1 percentage point since 2017) say that ‘providing
safe, healthy food of high quality' is one of the two main responsibilities of farmers, far
ahead any other item;

In second position, 30% of Europeans (+2 pp) mention ‘ensuring the welfare of farmed
animals’, slightly ahead of ‘protecting the environment and tackling climate change’
(27%, +2 pp);

At least one in five respondents think that ‘supplying the population with a diversity of
quality products’ (21%, -1 pp) and ‘securing a stable supply of food in the EU’ (20%, +2
pp) are among the two main responsibilities of farmers in our society;

Finally, less than one in five Europeans mention ‘creating growth and jobs in rural areas’
(17%, -1 pp) and ‘encouraging and improving life in the countryside’ (17%, unchanged).

QA6 What do you think should be the two main responsibilities of farmers in our society? (MAX. 2 ANSWERS)
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Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)

14 QA6 What do you think should be the two main responsibilities of farmers in our society? Protecting the environment and tackling climate
change; Creating growth and jobs in rural areas; Securing a stable supply of food in the EU; Providing safe, healthy food of high quality;
Supplying the population with a diversity of quality products; Ensuring the welfare of farmed animals; Encouraging and improving life in
the countryside; Other (SPONTANEQUS); Don’t know.
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A national analysis reveals that in all 27 EU Member States, providing safe, healthy food of
high quality is the item most frequently identified among the two main responsibilities of farmers
in our society. Over two-thirds of respondents say this in Finland (69%) and Ireland and Luxembourg
(both 67%), compared with less than half in Romania (40%), Poland (42%), Austria (43%) and Croatia
(49%).

The six other items do not top the ranking of main responsibilities of farmers in EU society in any of
the 27 EU Member States. However:

More than four in ten respondents mention ensuring the welfare of farmed animals in five
countries, with the highest proportions in Denmark (47%), Sweden (46%) and France (449%);

Over a third of respondents cite protecting the environment and tackling climate change
in Denmark (41%), the Netherlands (35%) and France and Belgium (both 34%);

At least three in ten respondents mention supplying the population with a diversity of
quality products in nine countries, led by Bulgaria (40%), Malta (38%) and Slovakia (32%);

Securing a stable supply of food in the EU is cited by at least three in ten respondents in
Finland (35%), Germany (31%) and Belgium and the Netherlands (both 30%);

Creating growth and jobs in rural areas obtains its highest levels in Latvia (33%), Spain
(309%) and Bulgaria (28%);

Finally, at least three in ten respondents cite encouraging and improving life in the
countryside in Croatia and Estonia (both 359%), Latvia (32%) and Bulgaria (30%).
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In terms of evolutions since 2017, national changes of more than five percentage points have been
observed for all responsibilities:

The opinion that providing safe, healthy food of high quality is one of the two main
responsibilities of farmers in EU society has gained ground in 14 countries, particularly in
Slovakia (57%, +15 percentage points) and Estonia (61%, +10 pp). Conversely, it has lost
ground in 11 countries, most notably in Cyprus (60%, -7 pp) and Slovenia (57%, -7 pp);

The share of respondents citing ensuring the welfare of farmed animals has risen in 11
Member States, most strikingly in France (449%, +10 pp). It has fallen in 13 countries, including
the Netherlands (43%, -6 pp) and Luxembourg (41%, -6 pp);

Protecting the environment and tackling climate change has gained ground in 16 EU
Member States, most notably in Ireland (30%, +7 pp) and Italy (26%, +7 pp). It has lost support
in ten countries, including Cyprus (30%, -7 pp);

Supplying the population with a diversity of quality products is mentioned less than
previously in 17 countries, most notably in Belgium (18%, -9 pp). It has gained ground in ten
countries, most dramatically in Malta (38%, +14 pp);

Securing a stable supply of food in the EU has gained ground in 22 EU Member States, by
at least ten percentage points in Luxembourg (28%, +13 pp), the Netherlands (30%, +11 pp),
Estonia (26%, +11 pp) and Sweden (28%, +10 pp);

Mentions of creating growth and jobs in rural areas have fallen in 22 EU Member States,
particularly in Ireland (11%, -12 pp). Conversely, they have risen slightly in four countries,
including Slovenia (14%, +4 pp);

Encouraging and improving life in the countryside has lost ground in 13 countries,
particularly in Lithuania (26%, -9 pp) and Spain (13%, -9 pp), but has increased support in 11
countries, including Slovenia (24%, +5 pp) and Finland (21%, +5 pp).
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data reveals few major differences:

Women (34%) are more likely to say ensuring the welfare of farmed animals should be
one of the two main responsibilities of farmers compared with 26% among men, while men
(23%) are more likely to cite securing a stable supply of food in the EU compared with
20% among women;

Respondents aged 15-24 years (35%) are also more likely to mention ensuring the welfare
of farmed animals vs. 29% among respondents aged 55 and over. Conversely, respondents
aged 55 and over (22%) are more likely to cite supplying the population with a diversity
of quality products than respondents aged 15-24 (18%);

Europeans who continued education up to age 20 or beyond are the most likely to mention
protecting the environment and tackling climate change (30% vs. 23% among those
who left school at age 15 or younger), providing safe, healthy food of high quality (57%
vs. 53%) and securing a stable supply of food in the EU (22% vs. 17%). Those who
completed their education aged 15 or younger are the most likely to mention encouraging
and improving life in the countryside (21% vs. 14% among those who left school at age
20 or beyond) and supplying the population with a diversity of quality products (24%
vs. 19%);

Finally, respondents who never or almost never have difficulties paying their bills (28%) are
more likely to mention protecting the environment and tackling climate change
compared to those who have such difficulties most of the time (22%).

In addition, respondents who think agriculture and rural areas are important for the future in the
European Union are more likely to mention providing safe, healthy food of high quality (55%,
compared with 42% of those who think this is not important) and ensuring the welfare of farmed
animals (30% vs. 24%). Similarly, Europeans who consider that EU aid to farmers should increase
are more likely to cite providing safe, healthy food of high quality (56% vs. 48% of those who
think aid should decrease).
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5 Main objectives of the EU in terms of agriculture and rural
development policy

More than six in ten Europeans consider that providing safe, healthy food of high quality
should be the main objective of the EU’s agriculture and rural development policy

Respondents were asked which items from a list of seven should be the main objectives of the
European Union in terms of agriculture and rural development policy?®:

Over six in ten Europeans (62%, unchanged since 2017) believe that ‘providing safe, healthy
food of high quality' should be one of the main objectives of the EU in terms of agriculture
and rural development;

Over half of respondents mention ‘ensuring a fair standard of living for farmers’ (51%,
+3 pp) and ‘protecting the environment and tackling climate change’ (52%, +2 pp);

Similar proportions cite ‘ensuring reasonable food prices for consumers’ (49%,
unchanged) and ‘ensuring a sustainable way to produce food’ (495%, +3 pp);

Finally, more than four in ten Europeans also consider that ‘creating growth and jobs in
rural areas’ (45%, unchanged) and ‘securing a stable supply of food in the EU’ (43%,
+5 pp, the largest increase since 2017) should be among the main objectives of the EU in terms
of agriculture and rural development policy.

QA4 In your opinion, which of the following should be the main objectives of the EU in terms of agriculture and rural
development policy? (MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE
(% - EU27)

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
PROVIDING SAFE, HEALTHY FOOD OF HIGH QUALITY 62 =
AND TACKLING CLIMATE CHANGE

|
|
PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT - |1 5242
|
ENSURING A FAIR STANDARD - [
|

51 A3
OF LIVING FOR FARMERS
ENSURING A SUSTAINABLE WAY To PRODUCE Foop I N 9 A 3
I
ENSURING REASONABLE FOOD | 0 =
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CREATING GROWTH AND JOBS IN RURAL AREAS I — 45 =
|
SECURING A STABLE SUPPLY OF FOOD IN THE EU = 3 A5
OTHER (SPONTANEOUS) | owi
Aug.-Sep. 2020 I 1wk
~ — DON'T KNOW
]

“Dec. 2017

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)

15 QA4 In your opinion, which of the following should be the main objectives of the EU in terms of agriculture and rural development policy?
Ensuring that agricultural products are of good quality, healthy and safe; Developing rural areas while preserving the countryside; Ensuring
reasonable food prices for consumers; Protecting the environment and tackling climate change; Ensuring a sustainable way to produce
food; Securing a stable supply of food in the EU; Ensuring a fair standard of living for farmers; Other (SPONTANEOUS); Don’t know.
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A national analysis shows that, in 25 EU Member States, a majority of respondents consider that
providing safe, healthy food of high quality should be one of the main objectives of the EU in
terms of agriculture and rural development policy. At least three-quarters of respondents share this
opinion in Portugal (77%) and Estonia and Greece (both 75%), while around half agree in Romania
(50%), Poland (519%) and Spain (52%).

Ensuring a fair standard of living for farmers is the most mentioned item in France (66%). At
least six in ten respondents also mention it in Malta (66%), Belgium (61%) and Luxembourg (60%).

Protecting the environment and tackling climate change tops the ranking of items that should
be the main objectives of the EU in terms of agriculture and rural development policy in Denmark
(65%), in equal first position with providing safe, healthy food of high quality. High proportions of
respondents also mention this subject in the Netherlands (66%), Cyprus (65%) and France and Malta
(64% in both countries).

Ensuring reasonable food prices for consumers is the most mentioned item in Czechia (60%),
together with providing safe, healthy food of high quality. Moreover, over two-thirds of respondents
mention this item in Greece (71%), Portugal (70%), Malta (69%) and Slovakia (67%).

Creating growth and jobs in rural areas is the most mentioned item in Spain (56%). At least six
in ten respondents also cite this item in Estonia (65%), Greece and Portugal (both 62%) and Cyprus
and Latvia (both 60%).

The two other items do not top the ranking of what should be the main objectives of the EU in terms
of agriculture and rural development policy in any of the 27 EU Member States. However:

Over half of respondents mention ensuring a sustainable way to produce food in 16
countries, with the highest proportions in the Netherlands (73%), Malta (68%) and Portugal,
Sweden and Denmark (all 63%);

More than half the respondents mention securing a stable supply of food in the EU in ten
EU Member States, most notably in Slovenia (59%) and the Netherlands and Portugal (both
58%).
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Since 2017, national changes of more than five percentage points have been registered for the seven
objectives tested:

The opinion that providing safe, healthy food of high quality should be one of the main
objectives of the EU in terms of agriculture and rural development policy has gained ground in
14 EU Member States, most dramatically in Slovakia (74%, +16 percentage points) and Malta
(73%, +10 pp). Conversely, it has lost ground in 13 countries, most notably in Sweden (69%, -
15 pp) and Denmark (65%, -9 pp);

The proportion of respondents citing ensuring a fair standard of living for farmers has
risen in 16 EU Member States, most strikingly in Malta (66%, +20 pp), Slovenia (59%, +17 pp)
and Slovakia (56%, +14 pp). However, it has fallen in 11 countries, most notably in Finland
(479%, -18 pp) and Sweden (48%, -17 pp);

Protecting the environment and tackling climate change has gained ground in 14
countries, including Malta (64%, +15 pp), Slovenia (55%, +13 pp), Ireland (54%, 12 pp), Slovakia
(519%, +12 pp), Hungary (45%, +11 pp) and Portugal (56%, +10 pp). Meanwhile, it has lost
ground in 13 countries, most dramatically in Finland (28%, -25 pp) and Sweden (57%, -22 pp);

Ensuring reasonable food prices for consumers is mentioned less in 15 countries,
particularly in Finland (38%, -17 pp), Sweden (30%, -15 pp), Lithuania (49%, -12 pp), Belgium
(44%, -10 pp) and Ireland (38%, -10 pp). It is mentioned more in ten countries, most notably
in Malta (69%, +18 pp) and Slovakia (67%, +14 pp);

Ensuring a sustainable way to produce food has gained ground in 19 EU Member States,
most dramatically in Malta (68%, +24 pp), Ireland (59%, +13 pp), Portugal (63%, +12 pp),
Slovenia (56%, +12 pp) and Slovakia (55%, +12 pp). Conversely, it has lost ground in eight
countries, particularly in Sweden (63%, -11 pp);

Creating growth and jobs in rural areas has lost ground in 13 EU Member States, including
Sweden (41%, -18 pp), Finland (34%, -16 pp) and the Netherlands (22%, -10 pp). Mentions
have increased in 11 countries, most notably in Slovenia (55%, +13 pp) and Slovakia (58%,
+11 pp);

Finally, securing a stable supply of food in the EU is mentioned more in 23 EU Member
States, particularly in Slovenia (59%, +18 pp), Malta (55%, +17 pp), Slovakia (56%, +15 pp),
Portugal (58%, +14 pp) and Hungary and Cyprus (46%, +11 pp in both countries). However, it
has lost ground slightly in Finland (54%, -5 pp), Spain (34%, -4 pp) and Sweden (54%, -3 pp).
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In your opinion, which of the following should be the main objectives of the EU

in terms of agriculture and rural development policy?

(MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE) (%)
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows relatively few differences between socio-
demographic categories:

Respondents aged 55 and over are more likely to mention ensuring reasonable food prices
for consumers (51%, compared with 41% among those aged 15-24) and creating growth
and jobs in rural areas (46%, compared with 42%). Conversely, respondents aged 15-24
years are more likely to cite protecting the environment and tackling climate change
(55% vs. 51% among those aged 55 and over);

Europeans who continued education up to age 20 or beyond are more likely to mention six of
the seven objectives, most notably ensuring a sustainable way to produce food (55% vs.
419% among those who left school aged 15 or earlier), protecting the environment and
tackling climate change (56% compared with 45%) and securing a stable supply of food
in the EU (47% vs. 39%). However, they are less likely to cite ensuring reasonable food
prices for consumers (47% vs. 53%);

Managers are the most likely to say that protecting the environment and tackling climate
change (58%, compared with 47% among manual workers) and ensuring a fair standard
of living for farmers (55% vs. 44% among house persons) should be the main objectives of
the EU in terms of agriculture and rural development policy;

Respondents who consider themselves working class are more likely to mention ensuring a
fair standard of living for farmers (53%, compared with 45% among those who say they
are upper class), creating growth and jobs in rural areas (48%, compared with 32%),
ensuring reasonable food prices for consumers (54% vs. 36%). Conversely, Europeans who
consider themselves upper middle class are far more likely to cite ensuring a sustainable
way to produce food (59% vs. 43% of those identifying as working class).

Moreover, respondents who believe that agriculture and rural areas are important for the future in
the EU are far more likely to mention the seven objectives, particularly providing safe, healthy
food of high quality (63% vs. 43% of those who think agriculture and rural areas are not important).

Similarly, Europeans who think EU aid to farmers should increase are more likely to mention each
objective, most notably ensuring a fair standard of living for farmers (57% vs. 35% of those
who think aid should decrease) and creating growth and jobs in rural areas (49%, compared with
28%).
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QA4 In your opinion, which of the following should be the main objectives of the EU in terms of agriculture and rural development policy?
(MULTIPLE ANSWER POSSIBLE) (% - EU)
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EU27 51 45 49 43 49 52 62 0 1
=g
15-24 49 42 41 41 47 55 61 0 1
25-39 49 43 47 42 48 52 60 0 1
40-54 52 46 49 43 51 52 62 0 1
55+ 53 46 51 45 48 51 64 0 1
1 Education (End of)
15- 48 44 53 39 41 45 62 0 2
16-19 49 45 50 42 45 48 60 0 1
20+ 54 46 47 47 55 56 64 0 0
Still studying 53 41 41 40 48 59 64 0 2
*:| Socio-professional category
Self- employed 53 46 48 46 55 55 63 0 0
Managers 55 44 43 48 55 58 65 0 0
Other white collars 50 45 49 46 54 52 63 0 0
Manual workers 49 44 48 39 44 47 58 0 1
House persons 44 44 53 38 42 50 61 0 1
Unemployed 53 50 50 41 46 50 62 0 0
Retired 53 45 53 45 46 50 64 0 1
Students 53 41 40 41 48 57 63 0 2
B Consider belonging to
The working class 53 48 54 41 44 48 62 0 1
The lower middle class 49 43 51 42 48 49 59 0 1
The middle class 52 44 47 43 49 53 63 0 1
The upper middle class 50 42 41 50 59 60 68 0 0
The upper class 45 32 35 44 58 50 61 0 0

Agriculture and rural areas
Important 52 45 49 44 49 53 63

o
-

Not important 37 31 33 27 33 35 43 0 1
Increase 57 49 51 43 50 55 64 0 1
Decrease 35 28 36 39 44 43 54 0 0
No change 47 43 50 45 48 50 62 0 1

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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6 Change in the area covered by forests

More than half of Europeans think that the area covered by forests has decreased both
in their country and across the EU as a whole, compared with ten years ago, contrary to
the fact that the EU forested area has expanded by an area larger than the whole of
Slovenia in this time period

When asked whether they think that the area covered by forests has increased, stayed the same or
decreased compared with ten years ago*®, majorities of respondents answer that it has decreased in
both their country and the European Union as a whole:

For 56% of Europeans, the area covered by forests in their country has ‘decreased’
compared with ten years ago. It has ‘stayed the same’ for close to three in ten respondents
(299%), and has ‘increased’ for one in ten (10%). Finally, 5% say they do not know;

A similar proportion (53%) believe that the area covered by forests across the European
Union as a whole has ‘decreased’ compared with ten years ago. For over a quarter of
respondents (27%), this area has ‘stayed the same’, while less than one in ten (7%) consider

’

that it has ‘increased’. Finally, more than one in ten (13%) say they ‘don’t know’.

QA20 Compared with ten years ago, do you think that the area
covered by forests has increased, stayed the same or
decreased...

(% - EU)

IN (OUR COUNTRY) IlO 29 -56 |5

ACROSS THE EU AS A WHOLE I? 27 - 53 . 13

Increased Stayed the Decreased Don't know
same

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)

16 QA20 Compared with ten years ago, do you think that the area covered by forests has increased, stayed the same or decreased... 1. In
(OUR COUNTRY); 2. Across the EU as a whole
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A national analysis shows that, in 23 EU Member States, a majority of respondents think that the
area covered by forests in their country has decreased compared with ten years ago. More than half
the respondents share this opinion in 18 countries, with the highest proportions in Bulgaria and Greece
(both 82%), Slovakia (76%) and Portugal (75%).

In three EU Member States, the majority view is that the area covered by forests in the country has
stayed the same: Austria (52%), Finland (48%) and Denmark (43%). More than four in ten
respondents also share this view in ltaly (42% vs. 43% ‘decreased’). At the other end of the scale,
less than one in five respondents think that way in seven countries, including Bulgaria (10%), Malta
(12%) and Greece (149%).

Ireland is the only country in which a slim majority of respondents say that this area has increased
compared with ten years ago (359%, vs. 33% ‘stayed the same’ and 32% ‘decreased’). At least a
quarter of respondents also hold this view in Sweden (28%) and Denmark (25%), while less than one
in ten do so in 17 countries, particularly in Bulgaria (2%).

In Malta, nearly a quarter of respondents (23%) say they ‘don’t know’.

In 25 EU Member States, respondents are more likely to say the area covered by forests has
decreased than they are to say it has increased. Respondents in Ireland are the exception here (35%
‘increased’ vs. 32% ‘decreased’), while those in Denmark are divided (25% for both options).

QA20.1 Compared with ten years ago, do you think that the area covered by forests has increased, stayed the same or
decreased...
In (OUR COUNTRY) (%)

0 o 7 2 9 7 3 4 0 8 5 6 2 2 5 4 0 0 4 2 6 2 5 1 23 4 &6
-—-— E s  Em— gy Y™ - .
33 36 38 I I I
27 29 27
17 16
28 25
17 16 16 16
IIIIB”””99888886665433332
A L T F R P T T I ] T T raeacacheie)
=====-—ﬁ cd=lIITEIITZE Il = =" T glleiE el =
]E SE DK NL PL HU SI CY FI FREU27IT ES BE LV AT LU EE DE HR LT RO CZ EL MT SK PT BG
M Increased A Stayed the same M Decreased M Don't know

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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When it comes to the area covered by forests across the EU as a whole, a majority of respondents in
24 EU Member States believe that it has decreased compared with ten years ago. Over half the
respondents agree with this statement in 15 countries, and at least seven in ten in Estonia and
Luxembourg (both 71%), and the Netherlands (70%).

In three EU Member States, majorities believe that forests have stayed the same across the EU:
Italy (42%), Hungary (38%) and Poland (369%). Less than one in five respondents think that way in
seven countries, with the lowest levels in Cyprus (16%), and France and Malta (both 179%).

Minorities of respondents in all 27 EU Member States say that the area covered by forests has
increased across the EU. However, nearly a third hold this view in Ireland (31%), a long way ahead
of Poland (149%), Hungary (13%), and Cyprus and Romania (both 119%). Less than one in ten share
this opinion in the other 22 EU Member States, with the lowest score in Portugal (2%).

In nine countries, at least one in five respondents say they do not know, with the highest proportions
in Malta (35%), Bulgaria (32%) and Latvia (31%).

In all 27 EU Member States, the share of respondents who say the area covered by forests has
decreased is higher than the proportion saying it has increased, with the widest difference in Estonia
(a 68 percentage point gap - 71% ‘decreased’ vs. 3% ‘increased’) and the narrowest in Ireland (6
percentage points — 37% vs. 319%).

QA20.2 Compared with ten years ago, do you think that the area covered by forests has increased, stayed the same or

decreased...

Across the EU as a whole (%)
020172112 1 15 26 13 22011 2383510311232081726
S,
67

71

Iml-Il

I _ ll
53 52

[
47 68

64
032 52 "
38
28 28
17 18 18 21 22 22
14 13 11 11
9 9 g /6 6 5 5 5 5 4 4
3 3 3 3 3
||-—~ am |:=h INnNilZ e o ' 1™ o ==l
IE PL HU CY RO SE IT ES LU SI DKEU27NL BE FR HR FI LT AT MT DE LV SK BG EE EL CZ PT

M Increased A Stayed the same M Decreased M Don't know

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)

64



Europeans, Agriculture and the CAP
504

August - September 2020

Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows that, in all socio-demographic categories, a
majority of respondents think that the area covered by forests has decreased compared with ten
years ago both in their country and across the EU as a whole. However:

Women (59%) are more likely than men (52%) to think that the area covered by forests has
decreased in both their country and the EU (55% of women vs. 51% of men);

Respondents aged 15-24 years (56%) are more likely than those aged 55 and over (51%) to
believe that the area covered by forest has decreased across the EU as a whole;

Europeans who continued education up to age 20 or beyond (55%) are more likely than those
who left school aged 15 or earlier (50%) to consider that forests have decreased across the
EU;

Unemployed people are the most likely to say that the area covered by forest has decreased
compared with ten years ago in both their country (61%, compared with 54% among manual
workers) and the European Union (59%, compared with 50% among house persons);

Respondents who have difficulties paying their bills most of the time are the most likely to say
that forest have decreased in both their country (66%, compared with 56% in the other
categories) and the EU (56%, compared with 50% among those who have such difficulties
from time to time).

In addition, respondents who have a negative image of the European Union are more likely than those
who have a positive or neutral image of the EU to say that the area covered by forests has decreased
both in their country (62% compared with 55%) and across the EU as a whole (62% vs. 52%).

Finally, Europeans who consider that EU aid to farmers should increase are much more likely than
those who believe it should decrease to say that forests have decreased compared with ten years
ago in their country (63% compared with 40%) and across the EU (58% vs. 43%).
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QA20 Compared with ten years ago, do you think
that the area covered by forests has
increased, stayed the same or decreased...
Decreased (% - EU)

g | 3
[ = ©
5 2 o
5 2
@ P
3 8
= g
EU27 56 53
Man 52 51
Woman 59 55
15-24 56 56
25-39 57 54
40-54 57 54
55 + 55 51
15- 57 50
16-19 57 52
20+ 55 55
Still studying 56 56
Self- employed 56 53
Managers 56 57
Other white collars 56 54
Manual workers 54 51
House persons 55 50
Unemployed 61 59
Retired 57 51
Students 56 56
Most of the time 66 56
From time to time 56 50
Almost never/ Never 55 54
Image of EU
Positive 55 51
Neutral 55 52
Negative 62 62
Increase 63 58
Decrease 40 43
No change 49 49

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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7 Most important benefits of forests

Around two-thirds of Europeans think that providing animals natural habitats,
conserving nature and absorbing carbon dioxide to fight climate change are the most
important benefits provided by forests

Respondents were asked what they think are the most important benefits provided by forests by
choosing up to three items from a list of seven®’:

Close to seven in ten respondents (69%, +6 percentage points since 2015) mention ‘providing
animals natural habitats, preserving the different types of animals and plants and
conserving nature' as one of the main benefits from forests;

A similar proportion (65%, -1 pp) cite ‘absorbing carbon dioxide, contributing to fight
climate change and its detrimental effects’;

Nearly half of Europeans think that ‘protecting people from natural disasters such as
floods and avalanches’ (46%, +6 pp) is one of the most important benefits provided by
forests;

Close to a quarter of respondents also mention ‘providing healthy leisure activities' (24%,
+4 pp);

Close to one in five Europeans think that ‘providing wood to produce furniture, paper or
construction material’ (19%, -3 pp) is among the main benefits from forests, slightly ahead
of ‘providing renewable energy using wood as fuel’ (18%, -6 pp);

‘Contributing to jobs and rural development’ comes in seventh and final position, but is
still mentioned by more than one in ten respondents (15%, -1 pp).

17.QA21 What do you think are the most important benefits provided by forests? Providing healthy leisure activities; Providing wood to
produce furniture, paper or construction material; Providing animals natural habitats, preserving the different types of animals and plants
and conserving nature; Providing renewable energy using wood as fuel; Protecting people from natural disasters such as floods and
avalanches; Contributing to jobs and rural development; Absorbing carbon dioxide, contributing to fight climate change and its
detrimental effects; All of them (SPONTANEOUS); None (SPONATNEOUS); Don’t know
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Since 2015, three benefits have registered evolutions of six percentage points. ‘Providing animals
natural habitats, preserving the different types of animals and plants and conserving nature' has
gained six percentage points, and it is now the most mentioned item (it was in second position in
2015); ‘protecting people from natural disasters such as floods and avalanches’ has also increased
by six percentage points. Conversely, ‘providing renewable energy using wood as fuel’ has lost six
percentage points, falling to sixth position (it was in fourth place in 2015).

QA21 What do you think are the most important benefits provided by forests? (MAX. 3 ANSWERS)
(% - EU27)
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
PROVIDING ANIMALS NATURAL HABITATS, PRESERVING
THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF ANIMALS AND [ 6o A ¢
PLANTS AND CONSERVING N AT R |

ABSORBING CARBON DIOXIDE, CONTRIBUTING TO FIGHT 65V 1
CLIMATE CHANGE AND ITS DETRIMENTAL EFFECTS

PROTECTING PEOPLE FROM NATURAL DISASTERS 46 A6
SUCH AS FLOODS AND AVALANCHES

PROVIDING HEALTHY LEISURE ACTIVITIES IR 24 a4

PROVIDING WOOD TO PRODUCE FURNITURE, i 15 v 3
PAPER OR CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL n—

PROVIDING RENEWABLE ENERGY USING WooD As FUp. I 18 v 6

CONTRIBUTING TO JOBS AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT I NN 15w

E—
ALL OF THEM (SPONTANEOUS) \- 0v2
NONE (SPONTANEOUS) 1 0=
Aug.-Sep. 2020 | 0wl
™ DONT KNOW
—

“Oct. 2015

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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A national analysis reveals that providing animals natural habitats, preserving the different
types of animals and plants and conserving nature is the most mentioned benefit provided by
forests in 18 EU Member States. Within these countries, over eight in ten respondents mention this
benefit in Estonia (85%), Germany (82%), Denmark and Luxembourg (both 82%), and Sweden (81%).
Moreover, at least eight in ten respondents also cite this benefit in the Netherlands (88%) and Belgium
(809%). At the other end of the scale, around four in ten do so in Malta (40%) and Romania (419%).

Absorbing carbon dioxide, contributing to fight climate change and its detrimental effects
is the most mentioned benefit provided by forests in seven countries: the Netherlands (90%), Belgium
(83%), Ireland (81%), France (73%), Cyprus (719%), Croatia (57%, in joint first place along with
providing animals natural habitats) and Malta (42%). At least seven in ten respondents also cite this
benefit in Luxembourg (819%), Sweden (80%), Spain (749%), Denmark and Estonia (both 72%), and
Germany (70%). Less than half do so in Romania (44%) and Slovenia (46%);

Protecting people from natural disasters such as floods and avalanches tops the ranking of
most important benefits provided by forests in three EU Member States: Greece (71%), Italy (58%)
and Romania (52%). At least half of respondents also mention this item in Slovakia (53%), Cyprus
(529%) and Bulgaria (50%). Conversely, less than one in five do so in Finland (9%), and Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania (19% in the three Baltic countries).

The four other items do not top the ranking of most important benefits provided by forests in any of
the 27 EU Member States. However:

At least one in five respondents mention providing healthy leisure activities in 23 EU
Member States, with the highest proportions in Denmark (489%), Lithuania (46%), Latvia (45%)
and Estonia (429%), and the lowest in Spain (15%), Bulgaria (18%), and Italy and Malta (both
19%);

At least one in five respondents cite providing wood to produce furniture, paper or
construction material in 16 countries, and over a third do so in Finland (43%), Slovenia
(379%), and Latvia and Sweden (both 35%). This benefit obtains its lowest scores in Spain (8%),
and Luxembourg and Belgium (both 11%);

At least one in five respondents mention providing renewable energy using wood as fuel
in 17 EU Member States, with the highest levels in Finland (39%), Slovenia (34%) and Latvia
(279%), while less than one in ten do so in the Netherlands (5%), Belgium (8%) and Spain (9%);

Contributing to jobs and rural development obtains its highest levels in Portugal (28%),
Latvia (22%), Croatia and Finland (219%) and Italy (20%), and its lowest in the Netherlands
(2%), Belgium and Luxembourg (both 7%), and Malta (8%).

Finally, it is worth noting that three in ten respondents in Malta spontaneously answer ‘all of them’.
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In terms of evolutions since 2015, the seven benefits tested have registered national changes of
more than five percentage points:

The opinion that providing animals natural habitats, preserving the different types of
animals and plants and conserving nature is one of the three most important benefits
provided by forests has gained ground in 20 EU Member States, by two digits in Ireland (73%,
+17 percentage points), Spain (79%, +16 pp), Estonia (85%, +15 pp), Belgium (80%, +15 pp),
Germany (82%, +12 pp ), Slovenia (62%, +12 pp) and Finland (64%, +11 pp). Conversely, it has
lost ground in five countries, most dramatically in Malta (40%, -27 pp);

The share of respondents citing absorbing carbon dioxide, contributing to fight climate
change and its detrimental effects has fallen in 15 EU Member States, particularly in Malta
(42%, -23 pp), Romania (44%, -15 pp) and Austria (50%, -12 pp). However, it has risen in 11
countries, most notably in Ireland (81%, +20 pp) and Estonia (72%, +15 pp);

Protecting people from natural disasters such as floods and avalanches has gained
ground in 14 EU Member States, most strikingly in Portugal (46%, +16 pp), Slovakia (53%,
+12 pp), Spain (47%, +11 pp) and Estonia (19%, +10 pp). It has lost ground in 12 countries,
particularly in Malta (219%, -14 pp);

Providing healthy leisure activities is mentioned more in 23 EU Member States, most
notably in Estonia (42%, +14 pp), Lithuania (46%, +11 pp) and Latvia (45%, +10 pp). At the
same time, it has lost just one percentage point in Greece, Ireland, Malta and Spain;

Providing wood to produce furniture, paper or construction material has lost ground in
20 EU Member States, particularly in Malta (16%, -20 pp), Estonia (31%, -10 pp) and
Luxembourg (11%, -10 pp). It has gained ground slightly in five countries, including Sweden
(359, +7 pp);

Providing renewable energy using wood as fuel has lost ground in 20 EU Member States,
losing at least ten percentage points in Finland (39%, -18 pp), Germany (12%, -13 pp), Estonia,
Lithuania and Ireland (21%, -11 pp in these three countries), Belgium (8%, -11 pp), Slovenia
(34%, -10 pp) and Slovakia (23%, -10 pp);

Finally, contributing to jobs and rural development is mentioned less in 17 EU Member
States, most notably in Estonia (119%, -11 pp) and Finland (21%, -10 pp). However, it has gained
ground slightly in nine countries, particularly in Greece (19%, +5 pp) and Cyprus (15%, +5 pp).
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows that providing animals natural habitats,
preserving the different types of animals and plants and conserving nature is the most
mentioned benefit provided by forests in almost all the socio-demographic categories:

Respondents aged 15-24 years are more likely to mention providing animals natural
habitats, preserving the different types of animals and plants and conserving nature
(73%, compared with 67% among those aged 55 and over), but less likely to cite protecting
people from natural disasters such as floods and avalanches (38% vs. 48%);

Europeans who continued education up to age 20 or beyond are the most likely to mention
providing animals natural habitats, preserving the different types of animals and
plants and conserving nature (73% vs. 61% among those who left school aged 15 or earlier)
and absorbing carbon dioxide, contributing to fight climate change and its
detrimental effects (73% vs. 53%), two benefits that they place in equal first position.
Conversely, they are slightly less likely to cite providing wood to produce furniture, paper
or construction material (17% among those who finished education at 20 years old or
beyond vs. 22% among those who continued education up to age 15 or less);

Managers and students are the most likely to say that providing animals natural habitats,
preserving the different types of animals and plants and conserving nature (both
75%, compared with 65% among manual workers) and absorbing carbon dioxide,
contributing to fight climate change and its detrimental effects (72% and 70%
respectively, vs. 619%) are the most important benefits provided by forests;

Europeans who never or almost never have difficulties paying their bills are more likely than
those who have such difficulties from time to time to mention providing animals natural
habitats, preserving the different types of animals and plants and conserving nature
(73% compared with 61%) and absorbing carbon dioxide, contributing to fight climate
change and its detrimental effects (69% vs. 58%);

Respondents who consider themselves upper class are more likely than those who say they
belong to the working class to cite providing animals natural habitats, preserving the
different types of animals and plants and conserving nature (77%, compared with
67%), providing healthy leisure activities (319%, vs. 25%) and absorbing carbon dioxide,
contributing to fight climate change and its detrimental effects (67% vs. 61%);

Europeans living in a large town are slightly more likely to cite protecting people from
natural disasters such as floods and avalanches (48%, compared with 43% of those
living in a rural village).

In addition, respondents who believe that agriculture and rural areas are important for the future in
the EU are far more likely to mention providing animals natural habitats, preserving the
different types of animals and plants and conserving nature (70%, compared with 53% of
those who think agriculture and rural areas are not important), absorbing carbon dioxide,
contributing to fight climate change and its detrimental effects (66% vs. 49%) and
protecting people from natural disasters such as floods and avalanches (46% vs. 37%).

The same pattern applies to respondents who consider that EU aid to farmers should increase.
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QA21 What do you think are the most important benefits provided by forests? (THREE ANSWER MAXIMUM)
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EU27 24 19 69 18 46 15 65 0 0 0
15-24 26 18 73 19 38 13 65 0 0 1
25-39 27 18 70 18 43 16 65 0 0 0
40-54 23 18 69 19 48 15 67 0 0 0
55 + 22 20 68 17 48 14 65 1 0 0
4 Education (End of)
15- 53 1 0 1
16-19 25 20 57 19 45 15 62 0 0 0
20+ 24 17 73 16 47 13 73 0 0 0
Still studying 22 15 76 17 44 13 69 0 0 1
:| Socio-professional category
Self- employed 21 19 68 18 51 17 66 0 0 0
Managers 23 17 75 17 49 13 72 0 0 0
Other white collars 26 18 69 20 46 14 67 0 0 0
Manual workers 26 20 66 19 41 17 61 0 0 1
House persons 25 18 67 18 48 15 55 1 0 1
Unemployed 25 15 73 19 44 13 67 1 0 1
Retired 23 21 68 17 48 13 65 0 0 0
Students 16 75 17 4 13 70 0 0 1
i Difficulties paying bills
Most of the time 49 60
From time to time 23 21 61 22 47 19 58 0 0 0
Almost never/ Never 25 18 73 17 45 13 69
B Consider belonging to
The working class 1 0 1
The lower middle class 24 21 5? 20 44 15 60 0 0 1
The middle class 24 17 70 18 47 15 68 0 0 0
The upper middle class 25 17 77 15 47 12 76 0 0 0
The upper class 30 17 77 19 42 15 68 0 0 0
Subjective urbanisation
Rural village 24 19 67 19 43 14 64 0 0 1
Small/ mid size town 24 18 70 17 46 14 66 0 0 0
Large town 25 19 71 18 48 16 65 0 0 0
Agriculture and rural areas
Important 24 70 46 66
Not important 26 24 53 ‘\9 37 15 49 ‘\ U 2
EU aid to famers should...
Increase 23 72 48 68
Decrease 29 23 59 20 40 ‘I4 55 D O D
No change 25 20 69 18 45 16 65 0 0 0

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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Il. THE COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY (CAP): AWARENESS, IMPORTANCE AND
CONTRIBUTION TO THE EU’S PRIORITIES

This chapter examines Europeans’ awareness of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). It explores
whether, through the CAP, the EU is fulfilling its role in seven areas or not. It also examines the
perceived importance of eight of the CAP’s priorities, before assessing its contributions in these eight
areas. It concludes by exploring Europeans’ views on who benefits from the CAP.

1 Awareness of the CAP

Nearly three-quarters of Europeans have heard of the support that the European Union
gives farmers through its CAP, although less than one in ten know the details

More than seven in ten respondents (73%, +6 percentage points since 2017) say they have heard of
the support that the EU gives farmers through its Common Agricultural Policy*®, including less than
one in ten (9%, -1) who ‘know the details’ and nearly two-thirds (64%, +7) who ‘don't really know the
details’. Conversely, over a quarter of Europeans have never heard of the CAP (27%, -5).

A longer-term trend analysis reveals that awareness of the CAP has reached its highest level since
2013, with a nine-point increase over the period.

QA2 Have you ever heard of the support that the EU gives farmers through its Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP)?
(% - EU)

B Aug.-Sep. 2020 MDec. 2017 M OQOct. 2015 H Nov.-Dec. 2013

YES, AND YOU KNOW THE DETAILS

YES, BUT YOU DON'T REALLY
KNOW THE DETAILS

NO, YOU HAVE NEVER HEARD OF IT

DON'T KNOW

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)

18 QA2 Have you ever heard about the support that the EU gives farmers through its Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)? Yes, and you
know the details; Yes, but you don’t really know the details; No, you have never heard of it, Don’t Know.
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Awareness of the support that the EU gives farmers through the CAP is particularly high among
respondents in the Nordic and Baltic Member States.

ES = 77 A 21 QA2 Have you ever heard of the support that the EU gives farmers through its Common
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In the 27 EU Member States, over half of respondents have heard of the support that the EU gives
farmers through the CAP. More than nine in ten respondents are aware of the CAP in Lithuania (94%),
Sweden (939%) and Finland (92%). At the other end of the scale, less than seven in ten respondents
have heard of it in Italy (519%), Malta (66%), Czechia (67%) and France (68%).

In 11 EU Member States, over one in ten respondents have heard of the support that the EU gives
farmers through the CAP and ‘know the details’, with the highest proportions among respondents in
Ireland (21%), Austria (20%), Lithuania (19%) and Poland (189%).

QA2 Have you ever heard of the support that the EU gives farmers through its Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)?
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the details know the details heard of it

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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In terms of evolutions since 2017, the share of respondents aware of the support that the EU gives
farmers through the CAP has increased in 21 EU Member States, by two digits in Spain (77%, +21
percentage points), Ireland (86%, +20), Croatia (819%, +15), Belgium (75%, +13), Slovakia (78%, +11)
and Hungary (72%, +11). Conversely, it has decreased slightly in five countries, most notably in France
(68%, -5). It is unchanged in Austria.

A longer-term trend analysis reveals that the proportion of respondents who are aware of the CAP
has risen since 2013 in 25 countries, the two exceptions being France (down from 74% in 2013 to
68% in 2020) and Austria (slightly down from 72% to 71%).

QA2 Have you ever heard of the support that the EU gives farmers through its Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)?
(% - TOTAL 'YES')

EB80.2 Nov.-Dec. 2013 ® EB84.2 Oct. 2015 = EB88.4 Dec. 2017 ®m EB93.2 Aug.-Sep. 2020
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Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows that:

Men (77%) are more likely than women (70%) to have heard of the support that the EU gives
farmers through its CAP;

Awareness is higher in particular among respondents aged 40-54 years (79%) and 55 and over
(789%), compared with those aged 15-24 (53%) and 25-39 years (70%);

Europeans who continued education up to age 20 or beyond (83%) are far more likely than
those who left school aged 15 or earlier (60%) to have heard of this support;

The same goes for respondents who never or almost never have difficulties paying their bills
(77%, compared with 60% of those who have such difficulties most of the time), and
Europeans who consider themselves upper or upper middle class (83%, compared with 68% of
respondents who see themselves as working class).

In addition, Europeans who think agriculture and rural areas are important for the future in the EU
(74%) are much more likely to be aware of the CAP than those who do not think this way (58%).
Finally, respondents who think EU aid to farmers should decrease (819%) are somewhat more likely
to be aware of the CAP than those who think aid should increase (73%).
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QA2 Have you ever heard of the support that the EU gives farmers through its Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP)? (% - EU)
o o
E <2
: 3 = g 3
> G 5 © > 3 c s
2 25 2 2 8 e
e 3 = S
g "8 =
EU27 9 64 27 0 73
B0 Gender
Man 11 66 23 0 77
Woman 7 63 30 0 70
15-24 5 48 47 0 53
25-39 10 60 30 0 70
40-54 10 69 21 0 79
55 + 9 69 22 0 78
1 Education (End of)
15- 6 54 40 0 60
16-19 8 64 28 0 72
20+ 12 71 17 0 83
Still studying 6 50 44 0 56
Most of the time 9 51 40 0 60
From time to time 8 60 32 0 68
Almost never/ Never 10 67 23 0 77
B Consider belonging to
The working class 7 61 32 0 68
The lower middle class 7 64 29 0 Al
The middle class 10 65 25 0 75
The upper middle class 13 70 17 0 83
The upper class 12 71 17 0 83
Important 9 65 26 0 74
Not important 6 52 42 0 58
Increase 9 64 27 0 73
Decrease 13 68 19 0 81
No change 8 65 27 0 73

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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2 The perceived performance of the CAP

Majorities of Europeans think that the European Union, through the CAP, is fulfilling its
role in all seven areas tested

Respondents were asked to what extent they think the European Union, through the CAP, fulfils its
role in seven areas':

Eight in ten Europeans (+8 percentage points since 2017) consider that the European Union,
through the CAP, is fulfilling its role in ‘securing a stable supply of food in the EU’, including
29% (+8 pp) who ‘totally agree’ and 51% (unchanged) who ‘tend to agree’;

More than seven in ten respondents (72%, +8 pp) think that way about ‘providing safe,
healthy food of high quality’ (with 28%, +6 pp, ‘totally agree’ and 44%, +2 pp, ‘tend to
agree’);

Around two-thirds of Europeans think that through the CAP the EU is fulfilling its role in both
‘ensuring a sustainable way to produce food’ (68%, +6 pp, including 23%, +5 pp, ‘totally
agree’ and 45%, +1, ‘tend to agree’) and ‘ensuring reasonable food prices for consumers’
(65%, +5 pp, including 23%, +4 pp, ‘totally agree’ and 42%, +1 pp, ‘tend to agree’);

Slightly more than six in ten share this opinion for ‘protecting the environment and tackling
climate change’ (63%, +6 pp, including 25%, +6 pp, ‘totally agree’ and 38%, =, ‘tend to agree’)
and ‘ensuring a fair standard of living for farmers’ (62%, +6 pp, including 23%, +6 pp,
‘totally agree’ and 39%, =, ‘tend to agree’);

Finally, less than six in ten respondents (58%, +6 pp) believe that in this way the European
Union is fulfilling its role in ‘creating growth and jobs in rural areas’ (including 21%, +4
pp, ‘totally agree’ and 37%, +2 pp, ‘tend to agree’).

These results show that large majorities of Europeans consider that the European Union, through the
CAP, is fulfilling its role in the seven areas tested; more than one in five respondents totally agree for
each area.

Moreover, since 2017, this opinion has gained at least five percentage points in each of these seven
areas.

19 QAS To what extent do you think the EU through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in .... 1. Ensuring a fair standard
of living for farmers; 2. Creating growth and jobs in rural areas; 3. Ensuring reasonable food prices for consumers; 4. Securing a stable
supply of food in the EU; 5. Ensuring a sustainable way to produce food; 6. Protecting the environment and tackling climate change; 7.
Providing safe, healthy food of high quality. Totally agree, Tend to agree, Tend to disagree, Total disagree, Don’t know.
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QA5 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in ...7
(% - EU27)
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Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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A national analysis shows that at least two-thirds of respondents in all 27 EU Member States think
that the EU, through the CAP, is fulfilling its role in securing a stable supply of food in the EU.
This opinion is most widespread among respondents in Ireland and Hungary (both 90%), and Cyprus

(88%). Conversely, less than three-quarters of respondents share this opinion in France (66%),
Bulgaria (67%) and Spain (74%).

In 24 countries, at least one in five respondents totally agree with this idea, with the highest levels
in Hungary (479%), Austria (43%) and the Netherlands (39%).

QA5.4 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in ...7
Securing a stable supply of food in the EU (%)
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In terms of evolutions since 2017, the proportion of respondents who think that the EU, through the
CAP, is fulfilling its role in each of the seven areas tested has increased in most EU Member States.

Indeed, the share of respondents who agree that the CAP is fulfilling the EU’s role in securing a
stable supply of food in the EU has increased in 25 EU Member States, by two digits in ten
countries, most notably in Estonia (86%, +22 percentage points), Cyprus (88%, +18 pp) and Sweden
(75%, +15 pp). It is unchanged in Germany and Belgium.

QA5.4 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in ...?
Securing a stable supply of food in the EU (%)
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In the 27 EU Member States, over half of respondents consider that the EU, through the CAP, is
fulfilling its role in providing safe, healthy food of high quality. Respondents in Ireland (89%)
and the Netherlands and Cyprus (both 85%) are the most likely to agree, while less than two-thirds
do so in France (53%), Bulgaria (58%) and Slovenia (649%).

At least one in five respondents totally agree that the EU, through the CAP, is fulfilling its role in this

area in 23 countries, and at least four in ten do so in the Netherlands (43%), Hungary (42%) and
Cyprus (409%).

QAS5.7 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in ...7
Providing safe, healthy food of high quality (%)
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Since 2017, belief that the EU, through the CAP, is fulfilling its role of providing safe, healthy food
of high quality has gained ground in 22 EU Member States, increasing by at least ten percentage
points in 11 countries, and most notably in Luxembourg (719%, +21 percentage points), Estonia (75%,
+19 pp), Czechia (72%, +15 pp) and France (53%, +15 pp). It has decreased slightly only in Finland
(75%, -2 pp) and Belgium (69%, -2 pp), and has remained unchanged in Slovakia, Slovenia and
Bulgaria.

QA5.7 To what extent do you think the EU through the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role
in..?7
Providing safe, healthy food of high quality (%)
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More than half the respondents think that the EU, through the CAP, is fulfilling its role in ensuring a
sustainable way to produce food in all 27 EU Member States, with the highest levels of agreement

in Cyprus and Hungary (both 82%) and Poland (81%), and the lowest in Spain (56%), Belgium (589%)
and Bulgaria and France (both 59%).

At least one in five respondents ‘totally agree’ in 17 countries, particularly in Hungary (36%), Cyprus
(35%) and the Netherlands (349%).

QAS5.5 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in ...7
Ensuring a sustainable way to produce food (%)

7 8 8 9 15 4 7 0 4 10 12 1 4 16 7 8 1 5 1 1 9 12 19 13 2 7
— == — _— —
T---lj?-lg--lgql?-s?yz- gu. -
—Liil_——l -3 5_-2-;---_;6 8--
_17 - 28 — 28 35 -5-35
9 8 10 11 6 16 17 14 16 4, 1 19 20 25 28 2 -
mmnmsl ... l. I i lIIIII .
46 47 54
o mm oL 42 5154 53 41 47 g .

54 34 46 43 45 47

IIIIIIII IIIIi52 52i41 0
24 26 225232523I

16 22 19 19 20 19
Lailaaalnnalannn..
il o lllll

=~—II l:ll--ll_h-._ _-h-=-. === 1111
HU oY PL IT MT HR RO SK LT IE AT CZ IV EE NL PT SIEU27LU DE SE F EL DK BG FR BE

M Totally agree M Tend to agree M Tend to disagree M Totally disagree M Don't know

A

0

m | =
w0 o

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)

87



Europeans, Agriculture and the CAP
504

August - September 2020

Belief that the EU, through the CAP, is fulfilling its role in ensuring a sustainable way to produce
food has risen in 23 EU Member States since 2017, by two digits in seven countries, including Estonia
(68%, +17 pp), Sweden (64%, +16 pp), Cyprus (82%, +13 pp) and Latvia (69%, +13 pp). Conversely,
it has declined only in Belgium (58%, -7 pp) and Spain (56%, -6 pp). It is unchanged in Ireland and
Portugal.

QAS5.5 To what extent do you think the EU through the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role
in..7
Ensuring a sustainable way to produce food (%)
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In 25 EU Member States, a majority of respondents agree that the EU, through the CAP, is fulfilling
its role in ensuring reasonable food prices for consumers. Within these countries, this proportion
is the highest in Ireland (81%), Austria (76%), and Cyprus and ltaly (both 75%), and the lowest in
Greece (49% vs. 48%), Malta (48% vs. 38%) and France (52% vs. 36%).

In 15 countries, at least one in five respondents ‘totally agree’, most notably in Hungary and Austria
(both 38%) and Romania and Italy (both 32%).

Conversely, in two countries, only a minority of respondents agree that the EU, through the CAP, is
fulfilling its role in ensuring reasonable food prices for consumers: Bulgaria (46% vs. 47%) and Spain
(48% vs. 49%).

QA5.3 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in ...7
Ensuring reasonable food prices for consumers (%)
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In terms of evolutions since 2017, ensuring reasonable food prices for consumers is mentioned
more in 23 EU Member States, by two digits in ten countries, particularly in Cyprus (75%, +21
percentage points), Estonia (60%, +20 pp) and Latvia (59%, +19 pp). However, it is cited less in Malta
(48%, -12 pp), Spain (48%, -6 pp) and Bulgaria (46%, -2 pp). It is unchanged in Poland.

QA5.3 To what extent do you think the EU through the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role
in.?
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In 26 EU Member States, majorities of respondents agree that the EU, through the CAP, is fulfilling
its role in protecting the environment and tackling climate change, with more than three-
quarters sharing this opinion in Hungary and Poland (both 79%), Cyprus (78%) and Italy (77%). Among
these 26 countries, this view is least widespread in France (45% vs. 43%), Finland (51% vs. 48%) and
Spain (53%).

At least one in five respondents ‘totally agree’ in 14 countries, particularly in the Netherlands (37%),
Hungary (36%) and Austria and Cyprus (both 35%).

Respondents in Belgium are divided on this issue (49% vs. 49%).

QA5.6 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in ...7
Protecting the environment and tackling climate change (%)
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Since 2017, belief that the EU, through the CAP, is fulfilling its role in protecting the environment
and tackling climate change has increased in 22 EU Member States, by at least ten percentage
points in seven countries, most notably in Estonia (62%, +17 percentage points), Luxembourg (57%,
+13 pp), Hungary (79%, +12 pp) and Portugal (62%, +12 pp). Meanwhile, it has decreased in four
countries, particularly in Belgium (49%, -11 pp).

QA5.6 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in ...?
Protecting the environment and tackling climate change
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At least half of respondents agree that the EU, through the CAP, is fulfilling its role in ensuring a
fair standard of living for farmers in 25 EU Member States, with the highest proportions in Poland
and Hungary (both 77%), and Ireland (739%), and the lowest in Malta (50% vs. 319%), Estonia (519%)
and Greece and Bulgaria (both 539%).

At least one in five respondents ‘totally agree’ in 15 countries, and over three in ten do so in Hungary
(359), Austria (32%) and Romania (31%).

Conversely, only a minority of respondents agree that the EU, through the CAP, is fulfilling its role in
ensuring a fair standard of living for farmers in France (43% vs. 46%) and Spain (47% vs. 50%).

QA5.1 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in ...7
Ensuring a fair standard of living for farmers (%)
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Agreement that the EU, through the CAP, is fulfilling its role in ensuring a fair standard of living
for farmers has gained ground in 21 EU Member States since 2017, by two digits in eight countries,
most dramatically in Sweden (71%, +23 percentage points), Luxembourg (62%, +17 pp) and France
(43%, +15 pp). Conversely, it has lost ground in six countries, most strikingly in Malta (50%, -16 pp).

QA5.1 To what extent do you think the EU through the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role
in..7
Ensuring a fair standard of living for farmers (%)
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In 21 EU Member States, at least half of respondents agree that the EU, through the CAP, is fulfilling
its role in creating growth and jobs in rural areas. More than seven in ten respondents share this
opinion in Poland (749%) and Italy and Hungary (both 72%), compared with 50% in both Greece (vs.
47%) and Portugal (vs. 37%), and 51% in both Slovenia (vs. 43%) and the Netherlands (vs. 42%).

Over one in five respondents ‘totally agree’ with this view in 11 EU Member States, particularly in
Hungary (36%) and Italy and Romania (both 33%).

However, only minorities of respondents are in agreement in five countries: France (42% vs. 45%),
Estonia (45% vs. 54%), Spain and Belgium (both 47% vs. 50%) and Finland (47% vs. 52%).

Respondents in Malta are evenly divided (42% vs. 42%).

QA5.2 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in ...7
Creating growth and jobs in rural areas (%)
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In terms of evolutions since 2017, belief that the EU, through the CAP, is fulfilling its role in creating
growth and jobs in rural areas has risen in 19 countries, most notably in Sweden (61%, +18 pp),
Luxembourg (56%, +15 pp), Latvia (56%, +14 pp), France (42%, +14 pp), Denmark (60%, +12 pp)
and Finland (479%, +10 pp). It has fallen in eight countries, most dramatically in Malta (42%, -19 pp).

QA5.2 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in ...?
Creating growth and jobs in rural areas (%)
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows relatively few differences:

Europeans who finished education between 16 and 19 years old are the most likely to agree
that the EU, through the CAP, is fulfilling its role in the seven areas, particularly in protecting
the environment and tackling climate change (66%, compared with 58% among those
who continued education up to age 20 or beyond), ensuring a sustainable way to produce
food (71%, compared with 64%), creating growth and jobs in rural areas (62% vs. 53%)
and ensuring a fair standard of living for farmers (64% vs. 59%);

Other white collar workers are the most likely to agree that the EU, through the CAP, is fulfilling
its role in most of the seven areas: for example, 67% of ‘other white collar workers’ agree that
it is fulfilling its role in ensuring reasonable food prices for consumers (vs. 57% of
unemployed respondents) while 64% agree that it is ensuring a fair standard of living for
farmers (vs. 519% among the unemployed).

Respondents living in a large town are the most likely to agree that the EU, through the CAP, is
fulfilling its role in each of these areas, particularly when it comes to ensuring a fair
standard of living for farmers (66%, compared with 58% of respondents living in rural
villages), ensuring reasonable food prices for consumers (67%, compared with 63%) and
creating growth and jobs in rural areas (61%, compared with 55%).

Moreover, Europeans who have a positive image of the EU are by far the most likely to agree that
the EU, through the CAP, is fulfilling its role in each of the seven areas, most notably for providing
safe, healthy food of high quality (80%, compared with 58% among those whose image of the
EU is negative).

The same goes for respondents who think agriculture and rural areas are important for the future in
the EU, particularly when it comes to providing safe, healthy food of high quality (739%,
compared with 58% of those who say agriculture and rural areas are not important).

Finally, respondents who believe the CAP benefits all Europeans are also the most likely to agree that
it is fulfilling its role in every area, most notably in providing safe, healthy food of high quality
(78%, compared with 56% of those who disagree that the CAP benefits all Europeans) and
protecting the environment and tackling climate change (68% vs.46%).
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QA5 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in ... ?
Total ‘Agree’ (% - EU)
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Managers 60 56 67 82 64 58 71
Other white collars 64 59 67 81 68 64 73
Manual workers 62 59 64 78 70 64 72
House persons 61 56 62 79 68 63 72
Unemployed 51 49 57 72 63 57 68
Retired 63 60 64 79 69 65 71
Students 60 57 69 80 65 57 73
iE  Subjective urbanisation
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Large town
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Agree
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3 The perceived importance of the priorities of the CAP

At least eight in ten Europeans consider that the eight priorities of the CAP tested are

important

Respondents were asked about the importance of eight priorities of the CAP?. Their answers show

that:

At least nine in ten Europeans believe that the following CAP priorities are important: ‘securing
a stable supply of food in the EU’ (92%, with 50% ‘very important’ and 42% ‘fairly
important’), ‘ensuring sustainable management of natural resources’ (31%, with 51%
‘very important” and 40% ‘fairly important’), ‘strengthening the farmer's role in the food
chain’ (90%, +2 percentage points since 2017, including 47%, +9 pp, ‘very important’ and 43%,
-7 pp, ‘fairly important’) and ‘helping tackle climate change’ (90%, with 52% ‘very
important’ and 38% ‘fairly important’);

At least eight in ten share that opinion about the four other priorities of the CAP: 86% (+2
percentage points since 2017) for ‘encouraging young people to enter the agricultural
sector’ (with 449%, +7 pp, ‘very important’ and 42%, -5 pp, ‘fairly important’), 86% for
‘boosting investment and growth, and increasing the number of jobs in the
agriculture and food sectors’ (with 41% ‘very important’ and 45% ‘fairly important’), 83%
for ‘reducing disparities in the development of different regions and territories of the
EU’ (with 38% ‘very important’ and 45% ‘fairly important’) and 80% (-4 percentage points
since 20172!) for ‘developing research and digital solutions to support the agriculture
and food sectors’ (including 349%, unchanged, ‘very important’ and 46%, -4 pp, ‘fairly
important’).

20 QA7 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are? 1. Developing research and digital
solutions to support the agriculture and food sectors; 2. Strengthening the farmer's role in the food chain; 3. Encouraging young people to
enter the agricultural sector: 4. Boosting investment and growth, and increasing the number of jobs in the agriculture and food sectors; 5.
Help tackle climate change; 6. Securing a stable supply of food in the EU; 7. Ensuring sustainable management of natural resources; 8.
Reducing disparities in the development of different regions and territories of the EU. Very important, Fairly important, Not very important,
Not at all important, Don’t know.

21|In 2017, this item was slightly different: ‘Developing research and innovation to support the agri-food sector’
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QA7 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?
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A national analysis shows that over eight in ten respondents in every EU Member State think that
securing a stable supply of food in the EU is an important priority of the CAP, with the highest
proportions in Portugal (98%) and Greece (97%), and the lowest in Romania (86%), France (88%) and
Croatia and Austria (both 90%).

At least half of respondents consider that this is a very important priority of the CAP in 20 EU Member
States, most notably in Ireland (66%), Greece (65%) and Finland and Cyprus (both 63%).

QA7.6 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?
Securing a stable supply of food in the EU (%)
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More than eight in ten respondents in each country think ensuring sustainable management of
natural resources is an important priority of the CAP, with proportions ranging from 98% in

Portugal, 97% in Sweden and 96% in both Greece and Cyprus to 82% in Romania, 85% in Austria
and 88% in Croatia.

Over half of respondents in 18 countries consider that it is a very important priority of the CAP,
particularly in Sweden (69%) and Denmark, Portugal and Belgium (all 649%).

QA7.7 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?
Ensuring sustainable management of natural resources (%)
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In the 27 EU Member States, more than three-quarters of respondents believe that strengthening
the farmer's role in the food chain is an important priority of the CAP. The share of respondents
thinking that way is the highest in Portugal (97%), Greece (96%) and Cyprus and Slovakia (both 95%),
and the lowest in Denmark and the Netherlands (both 78%) and Austria (83%).

More than half the respondents think that this priority is very important in 11 countries, most notably
in Greece (63%), Bulgaria (62%) and Slovenia and Cyprus (both 61%).

QA7.2 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?
Strengthening the farmer's role in the food chain (%)
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In terms of evolutions since 2017, the share of respondents who think that strengthening the
farmer's role in the food chain is an important priority of the CAP has increased in 16 EU Member
States, particularly in Estonia (90%, +10 percentage points). It has decreased slightly in seven
countries, including Czechia (84%, -5 pp) and Austria (83%, -5 pp). Finally, it is unchanged in four
countries (Belgium, Spain, Romania and Slovenia).

QA7.2 How important do you think the following priorities of the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?
Strengthening the farmer's role in the food chain (%)
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In the 27 EU Member States, more than seven in ten respondents believe that helping tackle
climate change is an important priority of the CAP, with proportions ranging from 97% in both
Greece and Portugal and 96% in Cyprus to 73% in Estonia, 77% in Latvia and 82% in Finland.

At least half the respondents think that this is a very important priority of the CAP in 19 EU Member
States, with the highest levels in Cyprus (68%), Greece (67%) and Denmark, Malta and Sweden (all
64%).

QA7.5 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?
Help tackle climate change (%)
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At least six in ten respondents in the 27 EU Member States think that encouraging young people
to enter the agricultural sector is an important priority of the CAP, with the highest proportions

in Portugal (98%), Greece (96%) and Slovakia, Cyprus and Lithuania (all 94%), and the lowest in the
Netherlands (60%), Denmark (72%) and Austria (79%).

In 12 EU Member States, at least half of respondents say that this priority of the CAP is very
important, most notably in Cyprus and Greece (both 66%), and Bulgaria (65%).

QA7.3 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?
Encouraging young people to enter the agricultural sector (%)
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Since 2017, the share of respondents thinking that encouraging young people to enter the agricultural
sector is important has risen somewhat in 16 EU Member States, particularly in Luxembourg (87%,
+8 percentage points). Conversely, it has fallen in six countries, most notably in the Netherlands (60%,
-5 pp). It is unchanged in five countries (Belgium, Denmark, Croatia, Poland, and Finland).

QA7.3 How important do you think the following priorities of the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?
Encouraging young people to enter the agricultural sector
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In the 27 EU Member States, over half of respondents believe that boosting investment and
growth, and increasing the number of jobs in the agriculture and food sectors is an important
priority of the CAP, with proportions ranging from 99% in Portugal, and 96% in Slovakia, Cyprus and
Greece to 59% in the Netherlands, 76% in Germany and 80% in Austria.

At least half the respondents consider that this priority is very important in 13 EU Member States,
with the highest levels in Bulgaria (68%), Greece (65%), and Cyprus and Portugal (both 609%).

QA7.4 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?
Boosting investment and growth, and increasing the number of jobs in the agriculture and food sectors (%)
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At least seven in ten respondents in each EU Member State think that reducing disparities in the
development of different regions and territories of the EU is an important priority of the CAP.
This proportion is the highest among respondents in Slovakia (95%), Portugal (94%) and Poland
(939%), and the lowest in Denmark (70%), the Netherlands (73%) and Finland (749%).

Over half of respondents believe that this priority of the CAP is very important in Bulgaria (64%),
Slovakia (55%), Greece (53%), and Hungary and Slovenia (both 51%).

QA7.8 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?
Reducing disparities in the development of different regions and territories of the EU (%)
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In the 27 EU Member States, over two-thirds of respondents consider that developing research
and digital solutions to support the agriculture and food sectors is an important priority of

the CAP, with proportions ranging from 92% in Portugal, 90% in Greece, and 89% in Lithuania, Cyprus
and Slovakia to 68% in Czechia, 70% in Germany and 73% in France.

Cyprus is the only country where more than half of respondents believe that this priority is very
important (52%).

QA7.1 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?
Developing research and digital solutions to support the agriculture and food sectors (%)
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In terms of evolutions since 2017, the proportion of respondents who think that developing
research and digital solutions to support the agriculture and food sectors is an important priority of
the CAP has decreased in 23 EU Member States, most notably in Czechia (68%, -17 pp), Bulgaria and
Denmark (77%, both -11 pp), Germany (71%, -11 pp) and Sweden (80%, -10 pp). Conversely, it has
increased in Estonia (85%, +8 pp), Hungary (88%, +3 pp) and Malta (86%, +1 pp). Finally, it is
unchanged in Lithuania.

QA7.1 How important do you think the following priorities of the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?
Developing research and digital solutions to support the
agriculture and food sectors (%)
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data reveals few differences, which is consistent with the
high proportions of respondents who think that each of these priorities is important. Interestingly, one
of the most notable socio-demographic differences is that respondents aged 55 and over are the
most likely to say that encouraging young people to enter the agricultural sector is an
important priority of the CAP (88%, compared with 80% among respondents aged 15-24 years).

However, much more significant differences are found when we focus on respondents’ attitudes
towards the importance of agriculture and rural areas: Europeans who think that agriculture and rural
areas are important for the future of the European Union are by far the most likely to consider that
the eight priorities of the CAP are important: this is particularly true for strengthening the farmer's
role in the food chain (91%, compared with 69% of those who say that agriculture and rural areas
are not important), helping tackle climate change (51% vs. 73%) and encouraging young people
to enter the agricultural sector (86% vs. 67%).

A similar pattern applies to respondents who agree that the CAP benefits all European citizens and
to those who consider that EU aid to farmers should increase: they are by far the most likely to
believe that each of these eight priorities of the CAP is important.

QA7 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?
Total ‘Important’ (% - EU)
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4 The contribution of the CAP

Large majorities of Europeans consider that the CAP contributes to the eight areas
tested, most notably to securing a stable supply of food in the EU

Respondents were asked whether they agree or not that the CAP contributes to eight areas?

Slightly more than eight in ten Europeans (83%) agree that the CAP contributes to securing ‘a
stable supply of food in the EU’, including 31% who ‘totally agree’ and 52% who ‘tend to
agree’;

Around two-thirds of respondents share this opinion in respect of six other areas:
‘strengthening the farmer's role in the food chain’ (70%, including 26% ‘totally agree’
and 44% ‘tend to agree’), ‘ensuring sustainable management of natural resources’ (70%,
including 25% ‘totally agree’ and 45% ‘tend to agree’), ‘helping tackle climate change’
(69%, with 27% ‘totally agree’ and 42% ‘tend to agree’), ‘developing research, and digital
solutions to support the agriculture and food sectors’ (69%, with 21% ‘totally agree’ and
48% ‘tend to agree’), ‘boosting investment and growth, and increasing the number of
jobs in the agriculture and food sectors’ (66%, unchanged since 2017, with 23%, +3,
‘totally agree’ and 43%, -3, ‘tend to agree’) and ‘reducing disparities in the development
of different regions and territories of the EU’ (65% with 22% ‘totally agree’ and 43%
‘tend to agree’);

Finally, slightly more than six in ten respondents (619%) believe that the CAP contributes to
‘encouraging young people to enter the agricultural sector’ (including 24% ‘totally agree’
and 37% ‘tend to agree’).

22 QA8 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to ...? 1. Developing research, and digital solutions to
support the agriculture and food sectors; 2. Strengthening the farmer's role in the food chain; 3. Encouraging young people to enter the
agricultural sector; 4. Boosting investment and growth, and increasing the number of jobs in the agriculture and food sectors; 5. Help tackle
climate change; 6. Securing a stable supply of food in the EU; 7. Ensuring sustainable management of natural resources; 8. Reducing
disparities in the development of different regions and territories of the EU. Totally agree; Tend to agree, Tend to disagree, Totally disagree,
Don’t know.
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These results show that a large majority of Europeans think that the CAP contributes to EU society in
a number of ways, with more than one in five respondents ‘totally agreeing’ for each of the eight
areas tested.

QA8 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to ...7
(% - EU27)

SECURING A STABLE SUPPLY OF FOOD IN THE EU

w
—
w1
)
©
—
)
()]

STRENGTHENING THE FARMER'S
ROLE IN THE FOOD CHAIN

S
N
=
o

£-3
~

ENSURING SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT
OF NATURAL RESOURCES

)
[=)]

=y
N
—
[Xe]
(%]
~

HELP TACKLE CLIMATE CHANGE

N
~

DEVELOPING RESEARCH, AND DIGITAL SOLUTIONS TO
SUPPORT THE AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECTORS

N
(9]
B
(9]
H.ll
=
oo
I N e
o
oo

o
=
y
o
o
|
w
=
[N

BOOSTING INVESTMENT AND GROWTH, AND
INCREASING THE NUMBER OF JOBS IN
THE AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECTORS

REDUCING DISPARITIES IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF
DIFFERENT REGIONS AND TERRITORIES OF THE EU

[e-]

)
w
i~
w

o~

o

= =

I
(9]

ENCOURAGING YOUNG PEOPLE TO
ENTER THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR

~

N
[N
v
[Xs]

o
N
| I
w
3
ro
e
co

Totally agree Tend to agree Tend to disagree Totally disagree Don't know

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)




Europeans, Agriculture and the CAP

504
August - September 2020

A national analysis reveals that, in all 27 EU Member States, at least seven in ten respondents
agree that the CAP contributes to securing a stable supply of food in the EU, with proportions

ranging from 92% in Ireland, 89% in Hungary and 88% in Estonia, Luxembourg and Finland to 69%
in France, 72% in Bulgaria and 76% in Romania.

In 16 countries, at least three in ten respondents totally agree with this idea, and more than four in
ten do so in Hungary (49%), Malta (45%), the Netherlands (43%) and Cyprus (42%).

QAB8.6 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to ...7
Securing a stable supply of food in the EU (%)
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In the 27 EU Member States, more than half of respondents consider that the CAP contributes to
strengthening the farmer's role in the food chain. Agreement is highest among respondents in

Hungary and Poland (both 83%), and Croatia (82%), and lowest in France (58%), the Netherlands
(639%) and Finland (64%).

In ten countries, more than three in ten respondents totally agree with this opinion, most notably in
Hungary (419%), Malta (39%) and Romania (36%).

QAB8.2 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to ...7
Strengthening the farmer's role in the food chain (%)
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Over half of respondents in the 27 EU Member States agree that the CAP contributes to ensuring
sustainable management of natural resources, with proportions ranging from 84% in Poland,
839% in Hungary, and 81% in both Croatia and lItaly, to 57% in France, 60% in Bulgaria, 62% in
Denmark and 63% in Sweden.

In seven countries, at least a third of respondents totally agree that the CAP contributes to the
sustainable management of natural resources, particularly in Malta and Hungary (both 399%), and
Cyprus (36%).

QAB8.7 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to ...7
Ensuring sustainable management of natural resources (%)
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In every EU Member State, more than half the respondents agree that the CAP contributes to
developing research, and digital solutions to support the agriculture and food sectors.
Respondents in Hungary (83%) and Poland and Italy (both 80%) are the most likely to agree, while
those in Bulgaria (569%), France (57%) and Denmark (61%) are the least likely to do so.

At least three in ten respondents totally agree in Malta (38%), Hungary (36%), Romania (33%) and
Cyprus (30%).

In five countries, at least one in five respondents answer that they do not know: Bulgaria (29%),
Denmark (23%), France (22%), Malta (21%) and Czechia (20%).

QAB8.1 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to ...7
Developing research, and digital solutions to support the agriculture and food sectors (%)
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In the 27 EU Member States, over half of respondents agree that the CAP contributes to helping
tackle climate change, with proportions ranging from 84% in Hungary, 82% in Italy and 79% in
both Cyprus and Poland to 549% in Latvia, 55% in France and 58% in Bulgaria.

In nine countries, at least three in ten respondents totally agree that the CAP contributes to helping
tackle climate change, most notably in Malta (40%), Cyprus (38%), and the Netherlands and Hungary
(both 37%).

QAB8.5 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to ...7
Help tackle climate change (%)
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In each EU Member State, a majority of respondents consider that the CAP contributes to boosting
investment and growth, and increasing the number of jobs in the agriculture and food
sectors. Agreement is highest among respondents in Hungary (82%), Croatia (80%) and Poland
(819), and lowest in France (53%), the Netherlands (56%) and Greece (60%).

At least three in ten respondents totally agree in seven EU Member States, particularly in Malta (40%),
Hungary (39%) and Croatia (37%).

QA8.4 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to ...7
Boosting investment and growth, and increasing the number of jobs in the agriculture and food sectors (%)
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In terms of evolutions since 2017, the share of respondents who agree that the CAP contributes
to boosting investment and growth, and increasing the number of jobs in the agriculture and food
sectors has risen in 18 EU Member States, most dramatically in Luxembourg (70%, +21 percentage
points), Estonia (76%, +14 pp), Denmark (66%, +11 pp), France (53%, +11 pp) and Sweden (65%,
+10 pp). Conversely, it has fallen in nine countries, most notably in the Netherlands (56%, -9 pp).

QA8.4 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
contributes to ...7
Boosting investment and growth, and increasing the number of
jobs in the agriculture and food sectors (%)
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More than half of respondents in the 27 EU Member States agree that the CAP contributes to
reducing disparities in the development of different regions and territories of the EU, with
the highest proportions in Poland (80%), Hungary (79%), and Ireland and Italy (both 76%), and the
lowest in France (51%), Bulgaria (52%) and Greece (54%).

Over three in ten respondents totally agree in Malta and Hungary (both 35%) and Italy (31%).

At least one in five respondents say they do not know in Malta (25%) and Denmark (20%).

QAB8.8 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to ...7
Reducing disparities in the development of different regions and territories of the EU (%)
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In 25 EU Member States, a majority of respondents agree that the CAP contributes to encouraging
young people to enter the agricultural sector. Within these countries, respondents in Hungary
(79%), Croatia (789%), and Italy and Poland (both 76%) are the most likely to agree, while those in

Denmark (47% vs. 349%), France (50% vs. 36%) and Sweden (519% vs. 48%) are the least likely to do
so.

Over three in ten respondents totally agree in six countries, particularly in Hungary (39%), Croatia
(37%) and Malta (36%).

In two EU Member States, only minorities of respondents agree that the CAP contributes to

encouraging young people to enter the agricultural sector: Finland (43% vs. 56%) and the Netherlands
(45% vs. 49%).

QAB8.3 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to ...7
Encouraging young people to enter the agricultural sector (%)
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows that:

Overall, Europeans who continued education up to age 20 or beyond are the least likely to
agree that the CAP contributes to the areas tested. The difference is particularly high for
encouraging young people to enter the agricultural sector (55%, compared with 66%
among those who left school aged 15 or earlier) and helping tackle climate change (64%
compared with 739%). Conversely, they are slightly more likely to agree that it contributes to
securing a stable supply of food in the EU (83% vs. 80%);

Respondents who have difficulties paying their bills from time to time are generally more likely
to agree that the CAP contributes to the areas tested than people who have such difficulties
most of the time or never or almost never: for instance, 67% of them agree that the CAP
contributes to encouraging young people to enter the agricultural sector, compared with
56% of people with difficulties paying their bills most of the time and 58% among those who
never or almost never have these difficulties;

Europeans who live in a large town are generally more likely to agree that the CAP contributes
to the eight areas tested than those living in a rural village. The highest difference is registered
for boosting investment and growth, and increasing the number of jobs in the
agriculture and food sectors (70% among respondents living in a large town, compared
with 64% among those living in a rural village).

Moreover, respondents who have a positive image of the European Union are by far the most likely
to agree the CAP contributes in these eight areas. In this group, 73% say the CAP contributes to
boosting investment and growth, and increasing the number of jobs in the agriculture and
food sectors, while 71% believe that it plays a part in reducing disparities in the development
of different regions and territories of the EU (compared with 56% and 549% respectively of
respondents with a negative image of the EU).

The same pattern applies to respondents who consider that agriculture and rural areas are important
for the future in the EU: for example, 83% agree that the CAP contributes to securing a stable
supply of food in the EU, compared with 68% among those who say agriculture and rural areas
are not important.

Finally, respondents who believe that the CAP benefits all European citizens are also most likely to
agree that the CAP contributes in each of these eight areas: for example, 76% say the CAP contributes
to ensuring sustainable management of natural resources, compared with 56% among those
who disagree that the CAP benefits all Europeans.
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QA8 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to ... ?
Total ‘Agree’ (% - EU)
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EU27 83 70 70 69 69 66 65 61
F't Education (End of)
15-
16-19 83 73 73 72 71 69 66 66
20+ 83 66 66 64 67 63 62 55
Still studying

™ Socio- professional category

Self- employed

Managers 85 65 66 66 67 65 64 57
Other white collars 84 72 69 68 71 67 65 58
Manual workers 80 72 72 70 71 67 66 64
House persons 80 70 72 70 68 66 63 63
Unemployed 77 68 68 63 67 64 62 58
Retired 82 70 71 71 66 66 64 64
Students

5‘ Difficulties paying bills
paying

Most of the time

From time to time 83 73 74 74 74 71 69 67

Almost never/ Never 83 69 69 67 68 66 64 58
g Subjective urbanisation

Rural village 80 69 68 68 66 64 62 60

Small/ mid size town 83 70 70 68 69 67 65 62

Large town

Positive

Neutral 80 69 68 67 67 64 62 60

Negatlve

Important

Not important

CAP benefits all European citizens

Agree
Disagree 72 56 56 57 55 54 52 48

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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5 Does the CAP only benefit farmers?

Three-quarters of Europeans agree that the CAP benefits all European citizens and not
only farmers

Over seven in ten respondents (76%, +15 percentage points since 2017) agree that ‘the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP) benefits all European citizens and not only farmers'?, including
nearly a quarter (24%, +9 pp) who ‘totally agree’ and more than half who ‘tend to agree’ (52%,
+6 pp). Conversely, less than one in five respondents (19%, unchanged) disagree with this statement,
with 3% (-1 pp) who ‘totally disagree’ and 16% (+1 pp) who ‘tend to disagree’. Finally, just 5% say
that they do not know, a much lower proportion than in 2017 (20%).

A longer-term trend analysis reveals that the share of respondents who agree that the CAP benefits
all Europeans has reached its second highest level since 2013 (76%, compared with 77% in 2013).
This is a much higher proportion than was registered in 2015 (62%) and 2017 (61%), mainly due to
a strong decrease in the ‘don’t know’ rate (down from 16% in 2015 and 20% in 2017 to 5%, similar
to the 7% recorded in 2013).

QA3 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement: the Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP) benefits all European citizens and not only farmers.
(% - EV)
W Aug.-Sep. 2020 M Dec. 2017 ®Oct. 2015 ® Nov.-Dec. 2013

TOTAL 'AGREE'

TOTAL ' DISAGREE'

DON'T KNOW

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)

23 QA3 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement: the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) benefits all European
citizens and not only farmers. Totally agree, Tend to Agree, Tend to disagree, Totally disagree, Don’t know.
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A national analysis shows that, in the 27 EU Member States, more than half of respondents agree
that the CAP benefits all European citizens and not only farmers. Respondents in Cyprus and Poland
(both 89%), and Croatia (88%) are the most likely to agree with this statement, while those in France
(56%), Austria (69%) and Spain (719%) are the least likely to do so.

In seven countries, over three in ten respondents totally agree with this statement, with the highest
proportions in Cyprus (52%), Slovenia (49%) and Malta (449%).

In Malta, one in five respondents say they do not know (20%).

QA3 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement: the Commaon Agricultural Policy (CAP) benefits
all European citizens and not only farmers. (%)
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In terms of evolutions since 2017, the feeling that the CAP benefits all European citizens and not
only farmers has gained ground in 26 EU Member States, increasing by at least ten percentage points
in 17 countries, most dramatically in Ireland (83%, +19 percentage points), Estonia (84%, +17 pp),
Germany (78%, +16 pp) and Portugal (78%, +17 pp). Conversely, it has lost ground slightly only in
Malta (75%, -4 pp).

QA3  To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following
statement: the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) benefits all
European citizens and not only farmers. (%)
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A trend analysis since 2013 reveals stronger differences between countries: indeed, the proportion of
respondents who agree with this statement has decreased in 14 EU Member States, particularly in
Austria (69%, -15 percentage points since 2013) and Bulgaria (82%, -10 pp). Conversely, it has
increased in 11 countries, most notably in Croatia (88%, +13 pp). Finally, it is unchanged in Estonia
and Luxembourg.

QA3 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement: the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) benefits all European
citizens and not only farmers. (% - TOTAL ‘AGREE’)

Nov.- Dec. 2013 ® Oct.2015 ® Dec. 2017 = Aug.- Sep. 2020
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Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)

129



Europeans, Agriculture and the CAP
504

August - September 2020

Analysis of the socio-demographic data reveals few differences. However:

Europeans who finished education aged 15 or earlier are the least likely to agree that the CAP
benefits all European citizens and not only farmers (69%, compared with 76-77% among those
who continued education up to 16 years old and beyond);

Self-employed people and managers (both 79%), and other white collar workers (79%) are the
most likely to agree with this statement, particularly when compared with unemployed people
(67%);

Those who have difficulties paying their bills most of the time are the least likely to agree with
this statement (66%, compared with 76-77% among those who have such difficulties from
time to time or never or almost never);

Respondents living in a large town (79%) are slightly more likely to agree than those living in
a rural village (74%).

In addition, Europeans who have a positive image of the European Union (83%) are far more likely
than those with a negative image of the EU (58%) to agree that the CAP benefits all European.

The strongest difference concerns respondents who think that agriculture and rural areas are
important for the future in the EU: 77% of them agree that CAP benefits all Europeans, compared
with a minority of those who believe that agriculture and rural areas are not important (36%).

Finally, Europeans who believe that EU aid to farmers should increase (78%) are more likely to agree
with this statement than those who would like this aid to decrease (63%).
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QA3 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the
following statement: the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
benefits all European citizens and not only farmers. (% -

EU)
K] -3
3 5 g
[o)] @ §
< &) »
fﬂ 1—\, 5
A 5 a)

'_
EU27 76 19 5
Education (End of)

15-

16-19 77 18 4

20+ 76 20

Still studying 74 10

Socio-professional category

Self employed 2
Managers 79 18 3
Other white collars 79 19 3
Manual workers 74 19 7
House persons 71 20 9
Unemployed 67 25 8
Retired 75 20 5
Students 16 9

Difficulties paying bills

Most of the time

From time to time 77 18

Almost never/ Never 76 19 5
Subjective urbanisation

Rural village 74 19 7
Small/ mid size town 75 19 6
Large town 79 18 3
Positive

Neutral 74 20 6
Negative 58 35 7

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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lll. FINANCIAL AID FOR FARMERS AND THE CAP BUDGET

This chapter focuses on Europeans’ views about financial aid for farmers and the CAP budget. It looks
in detail at the reasons justifying the CAP’s share of the total EU budget. It then examines whether
the general public would like to see a change in future financial support to farmers. It concludes with
an overview of opinions on payments given to farmers for implementing environmentally-friendly
practices.

1 Financial aid for farmers

Nearly half of Europeans consider that EU financial support to farmers to help them
stabilise their incomes is about right

A majority of respondents (47%, +2 percentage points since 20172%) believe that the EU’s financial
support to farmers is ‘about right’*. However, close to four in ten (39%, +13 pp) think that
support is ‘too low’, while less than one in ten (8%, -3 pp) say that it is ‘too high’. Finally, 6% (-12 pp)
say that they ‘don’t know’.

Over the longer term, the proportion of respondents who consider that the EU’s financial support to
farmers is ‘about right' has reached its highest level since 2013, after a two-percentage point
increase between 2013 and 2020 (up from 45% to 47%). However, the share of respondents who
think it is ‘too low’ has registered the highest increase, up from 26% in 2013 to 39% in 2020. At the
same time, the ‘don’t know’ rate has fallen by ten percentage points (from 16% to 6%). Finally, the
answer ‘too high” has reached its lowest level, after a second consecutive decrease (falling from 13%
in 2013 to 8% in 2020).

24 Since 2017, the number of EU Member States and the percentage have been updated in the label, which previously read: ‘The EU gives
financial support to farmers to help stabilise their incomes. This aid represents around 1% of the combined public expenditure of the 28
Member States of the EU and almost 40% of the total EU budget.’

25 QA9 The EU gives financial support to farmers to help stabilise their incomes. This aid represents around 1% of the combined public
expenditure of the 27 Member States of the EU and around 35% of the total EU budget. Do you think that this support is too low, about
right or too high? Too low; About right; Too high; Don’t know.
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QA9 The EU gives financial support to farmers to help stabilise their incomes. This aid represents
around 1% of the combined public expenditure of the 28 Member States of the EU and almost
40% of the total EU budget. Do you think that this support is too low, about right or too high?
(% - EU)

B Aug.-Sep. 2020 MmDec. 2017 ®Oct. 2015 ™ Nov.-Dec. 2013

TOO LOW

ABOUT RIGHT

TOO HIGH

DON'T KNOW

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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A national analysis shows that a majority of respondents in 22 EU Member States think that EU
financial support to farmers is about right. This proportion is the highest among respondents in Poland
(67%), Hungary (649%) and Finland (59%).

In five countries, a majority of respondents consider that this support is too low: Latvia (63%), Spain
(59%), France (52%), Luxembourg (50% vs. 38% ‘about right’) and Belgium (49% vs. 41%).

The opinion that this financial support is too high is not the majority view in any country. However,
more than one in ten respondents share this view in eight countries, with the highest scores in the
Netherlands (27%), Sweden (23%) and Denmark (22%).

In Malta, over a quarter of respondents (26%) say they do not know.

Finally, it is worth noting that, in 25 EU Member States, the share of respondents thinking that
financial support is too low is higher than the proportion for whom it is too high. However, this is not
the case for respondents in the Netherlands (27% ‘too high’ vs. 18% ‘too low’) and Denmark (22%
vs. 139%).

QA9 The EU gives financial support to farmers to help stabilise their incomes. This aid represents around 1% of the combined
public expenditure of the 27 Member States of the EU and around 35% of the total EU budget. Do you think that this
support is too low, about right or too high?
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Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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In terms of evolutions since 2017, the feeling that the EU financial support to farmers is about
right has gained ground in 16 EU Member States, most notably in Estonia (53%, +19 percentage
points), Bulgaria (49%, +12 pp), Hungary (64%, +11 pp) and Portugal (46%, +10 pp). Conversely, it
has lost ground in seven countries, particularly in Spain (319%, -14 pp), Belgium (41%, -13 pp) and
Malta (43%, -10 pp). It is unchanged in four countries (Greece, Cyprus, Latvia and Sweden).

QA9 The EU gives financial support to farmers to help stabilise their incomes.
This aid represents around 1 of the combined public expenditure of the 27
Member States of the EU and around 35 of the total EU budget.
Do you think that this support is too low, about right or too high?
(%)
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A national analysis over the longer term reveals that the opinion that the EU financial support to
farmers is about right has gained ground since 2013 in 16 EU Member States, most notably in
Hungary (48%, +16 percentage points), Cyprus (55%, +15 pp), Poland (67%, +13 pp), Bulgaria (49%,
+12 pp), Romania (47%, +12 pp) and Denmark (58%, +11 pp). Conversely, it has lost ground in nine

countries, particularly in Luxembourg (38%, -11 pp) and Belgium (419%, -10 pp). Finally, it has
remained the same in Germany and Malta.

QA9 The EU gives financial support to farmers to help stabilise their incomes. This aid represents around 1% of the combined public
expenditure of the 27 Member States of the EU and around 35% of the total EU budget. (% - About Right)

Nov.- Dec. 2013 ® Oct.2015 ® Dec. 2017 | Aug.- Sep. 2020
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Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data highlights the following:

Women (42%) are more likely than men (36%) to say that EU financial support to farmers is
too low, while men (119%) are more likely to say it is too high compared to women (6%);

Europeans who continued education up to 16 years old and beyond (48%) are the most likely
to consider that this support is about right compared with 41% among those who left school
aged 15 or earlier;

A majority of unemployed people (48%) believe that support is too low compared with 34% of
managers. In all other occupational groups, a majority believe that this support is about right,
with the highest proportions among other white collar workers (51%, compared with 39%
among unemployed people);

A majority of those who have difficulties paying their bills most of the time think that the EU’s
financial support to farmers is too low (48% vs. 39% about right), while minorities hold this
view among respondents who have such difficulties from time to time (43% vs. 46%) or never
or almost never (37% vs. 48%));

Europeans who live in a large town are more likely to say this support is about right (51%) than
those living in a rural village (44%), but less likely to think it is too low (35% vs. 41%).

Moreover, a majority of respondents who have a positive image of the European Union think that the
EU’s financial support to farmers is about right (53% vs. 35% ‘too low’), while a minority of those
with a negative image of the EU hold this view (35% vs. 45%).

Respondents who think agriculture and rural areas are important for the future in the EU are more
likely to think EU support is too low (40%, compared with 33% of those who think agriculture and
rural areas are not important), and less likely to think support is too high (8% vs.19%).

Finally, Europeans who consider that the CAP benefits all European citizens are more likely to say this
support is about right (519%, compared with 38% of those who disagree that the CAP benefits all
Europeans), and less likely to believe it is too high (6% vs. 17%).
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QA9 The EU gives financial support to farmers to help stabilise their
incomes. This aid represents around 1% of the combined public
expenditure of the 27 Member States of the EU and around 35% of the
total EU budget.

(% - EU)
z 5 S §
o = = Z
3 3 8 €
a 2 . 8
EU27 39 47 8 6
Man 36 48 11 5
Woman 42 46 6 6
{v‘j Education (End of)
15- 41 41 6 12
16-19 40 48 7 5
20+ 37 48 11 4
Still studying 41 47 6 6
Self- employed 41 49 7 3
Managers 34 50 13 3
Other white collars 36 51 9 4
Manual workers 41 47 7 5
House persons 41 44 6 9
Unemployed 48 39 8 5
Retired 39 45 8 8
Students 40 47 7 6
Most of the time 48 39 7 6
From time to time 43 46 6 5
Almost never/ Never 37 48 9 6

55 Subjective urbanisation

Rural village 41 44 8 7
Small/ mid size town 40 47 8 5
Large town 35 51 9 5
Positive 35 53 8 4
Neutral 41 46 7 6
Negative 45 35 13 7
Important 40 47 8 5
Not important 33 44 19 4
Agree 39 51 6 4
Disagree 40 38 17 5

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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2 Reasons justifying the CAP’s share of the total EU budget

A third of Europeans think that guaranteeing the food supply of Europeans is one of the
main reasons why the EU spends a significant proportion of its budget on the CAP

When asked to identify the main reasons why the EU spends a significant proportion of its budget on
the CAP by choosing up to two items from a list of six?®, Europeans establish the following hierarchy:

Four topics are cited by at least three in ten Europeans: ‘financial aid to farmers makes it
possible to guarantee the food supply of Europeans’ (33%, +5 percentage points since
2017%), just ahead of ‘financial aid to farmers makes it possible to ensure sustainable
farming’ (32%, +2 pp), ‘the production of food products in the EU is more expensive
than in other countries, because of stricter standards, e.g. animal welfare’ (31%, +7
pp) and ‘agriculture requires heavy human and financial investments’ (30%, +2 pp);

Close to a quarter of respondents believe that ‘addressing the environment and climate
change issues in rural areas’ (24%, +4 pp) is one of the two main reasons why the EU
spends a significant proportion of its budget on the CAP;

Finally, nearly one in five Europeans (19%, +5 pp) consider that ‘agriculture is a sector
financed almost entirely by the EU budget, rather than at national or local level'.

In terms of evolutions since 2017, the share of respondents mentioning each of the six reasons has
risen, and by at least five percentage points for ‘the production of food products in the EU is
more expensive than in other countries, because of stricter standards, e.g. animal welfare’
(+7 percentage points, up from fourth to third position), ‘financial aid to farmers makes it
possible to guarantee the food supply of Europeans’ (+5 pp, now the most mentioned reason)
and ‘agriculture is a sector financed almost entirely by the EU budget, rather than at
national or local level’ (+5, but still in last position).

26 QA10 What do you think are the main reasons why the EU spends a significant proportion of its budget (around 35% of the total EU
budget) on the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)? (MAX. 2 ANSWERS) Agriculture is a sector financed almost entirely by the EU budget,
rather than at national or local level; Financial aid to farmers makes it possible to guarantee the food supply of Europeans; Agriculture
requires heavy human and financial investments; Financial aid to farmers makes it possible to ensure sustainable farming; The production
of food products in the EU is more expensive than in other countries, because of stricter standards, e.g. animal welfare; Addressing the
environment and climate change issues in rural areas; Other (SPONTANEOUS); None, this proportion is not justifiable (SPONTANEOUS); Don’t
know.

27 Since 2017, the percentage has been updated in the question, which previously read: ‘What do you think are the main reasons why the
EU spends a significant proportion of its budget (almost 40% of the total EU budget) on the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)?’
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QA10 What do you think are the main reasons why the EU spends a significant proportion of its budget (around 35% of
the total EU budget) on the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)? (MAX. 2 ANSWERS)
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A longer-term trend analysis since 2013 reveals that the two most cited reasons have lost ground,
down from 449% to 33% for ‘financial aid to farmers makes it possible to guarantee the food
supply of Europeans’ and from 38% to 32% for ‘financial aid to farmers makes it possible to
ensure sustainable farming'.

Conversely, the three other reasons have gained ground, particularly ‘the production of food
products in the EU is more expensive than in other countries, because of stricter standards,
e.g. animal welfare’ (up from 24% to 31%) and ‘agriculture is a sector financed almost
entirely by the EU budget, rather than at national or local level’ (up from 13% to 15%).

QA10 What do you think are the main reasons why the EU spends a significant proportion of its budget
(around 35% of the total EU budget) on the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)?
(% - EU)

B Aug.-Sep. 2020 M Dec. 2017 W Oct. 2015 W Nov-Dec. 2013

FINANCIAL AID TO FARMERS MAKES IT POSSIBLE TO
GUARANTEE THE FOOD SUPPLY OF EUROPEANS

FINANCIAL AID TO FARMERS MAKES IT POSSIBLE TO
ENSURE SUSTAINABLE FARMING
THE PRODUCTION OF FOOD PRODUCTS IN THE EU IS
MORE EXPENSIVE THAN IN OTHER COUNTRIES,
BECAUSE OF STRICTER STANDARDS, E.G. ANIMAL
WELFARE
AGRICULTURE REQUIRES HEAVY HUMAN AND
FINANCIAL INVESTMENTS

ADDRESSING THE ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE
CHANGE ISSUES IN RURAL AREAS

AGRICULTURE IS A SECTOR FINANCED ALMOST
ENTIRELY BY THE EU BUDGET, RATHER THAN AT
NATIONAL OR LOCAL LEVEL

OTHER

NONE, THIS PROPORTION IS NOT JUSTIFIABLE

DON'T KNOW

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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A national analysis reveals that financial aid to farmers makes it possible to guarantee the
food supply of Europeans is the most mentioned reason why the EU spends a significant proportion
of its budget on the CAP in eight EU Member States. This is the case in Finland (519%), Ireland and the
Netherlands (both 459%), Denmark and Croatia (both 419%), Malta (40%) and Sweden (39%).
Moreover, it comes in equal first position with ‘financial aid to farmers makes it possible to ensure
sustainable farming’ in Czechia (34% for both reasons).

Financial aid to farmers makes it possible to ensure sustainable farming is the most
mentioned item in five countries: Estonia (519%), Cyprus and Latvia (both 40%), Romania (34%) and
Czechia (349%, in joint first place along with ‘guaranteeing the food supply of Europeans’).

The fact that the production of food products in the EU is more expensive than in other
countries, because of stricter standards, e.g. animal welfare tops the ranking in four EU
Member States: Luxembourg (41%), Austria (40%), Germany (38%) and Belgium (37%). It is also
widely mentioned by respondents in Estonia (41%) and the Netherlands (389%).

Agriculture requires heavy human and financial investments is the most mentioned reason in
ten countries: Lithuania (47%), Slovenia and Bulgaria (both 449%), Portugal (429%), Greece (41%),
Slovakia (37%), Spain and Hungary (both 36%), Poland (35%) and France (349%). It is also mentioned
by more than a third of respondents in Cyprus (36%).

Addressing the environment and climate change issues in rural areas comes top in Italy
(35%). At least three in ten respondents also cite this reason in Cyprus (31%) and Greece (30%).

Agriculture is a sector financed almost entirely by the EU budget, rather than at national
or local level does not top the ranking of the main reasons why the EU spends a significant
proportion of its budget on the CAP in any of the 27 EU Member States. However, more than one in
five respondents mention it in 12 countries, with the highest proportions in Sweden (28%), Hungary
(26%) and Bulgaria (24%).

142



(a
<C
(&)
(0]
4o
=
©
=
©
Q
s
3
=
3
(9]
=
(®)]
<C
%)
=
©
(0]
Q.
(@]
s
3
L

504

August - September 2020

QA10 What do you think are the main reasons why the EU spends a significant proportion of its budget

(around 35 of the total EU budget) on the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)?
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In terms of evolutions since 2017, national changes of more than five percentage points have
been observed for all reasons tested:

The opinion that financial aid to farmers makes it possible to guarantee the food
supply of Europeans is one of the main reasons why the EU spends a significant proportion
of its budget on the CAP has gained ground in all 27 EU Member States, with the highest
increases registered among respondents in Luxembourg (40%, +13 percentage points), Finland
(519%, +12 pp), Croatia (41%, +12 pp), Malta (40%, +12 pp) and Ireland (45%, +10 pp);

The share of respondents citing financial aid to farmers makes it possible to ensure
sustainable farming has risen in 14 EU Member States, most notably in Estonia (519%,
+14 pp) and Croatia (40%, +10 pp). Conversely, it has fallen in 12 countries, particularly in
Lithuania (25%, -9 pp);

The production of food products in the EU is more expensive than in other countries,
because of stricter standards, e.g. animal welfare has gained ground in 22 EU Member
States, most dramatically in Estonia (419%, +18 pp), Spain (31%, +13 pp) and Germany (38%,
+11 pp ). It has lost ground slightly only in Malta (17%, -6 pp) and Sweden (33%, -1 pp);

Agriculture requires heavy human and financial investments is mentioned more in 17
EU Member States, most notably in Portugal (42%, +17 pp), but has lost ground in nine
countries, particularly in Finland (16%, -13 pp);

Addressing the environment and climate change issues in rural areas has gained
ground in 18 EU Member States, particularly in Italy (35%, +9 pp) and Greece (30%, +9 pp).
However, it has lost ground in eight countries, including Spain and Malta (15%, -8 pp in both
countries);

Finally, agriculture is a sector financed almost entirely by the EU budget, rather than
at national or local level has increased its rate of mentions in 23 EU Member States, most
notably in Hungary (26%, +10 pp) and Finland (23%, +10 pp). It has fallen slightly only in Malta
(159, -1 pp).

144



(a
<C
(&)
(0]
4o
=
©
=
©
Q
s
3
=
3
(9]
=
(®)]
<C
%)
=
©
(0]
Q.
(@]
s
3
L

504

August - September 2020

QA10 What do you think are the main reasons why the EU spends a significant proportion of its

budget (around 35 of the total EU budget) on the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)?
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QA10 What do you think are the main reasons why the EU spends a significant proportion of its budget

(around 35 of the total EU budget) on the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)? (MAX. 2 ANSWERS)
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows that:

Women (349%) are slightly more likely than men (30%) to mention financial aid to farmers
makes it possible to ensure sustainable farming, while men (219%) are more likely to say
that agriculture is a sector financed almost entirely by the EU budget, rather than at
national or local level than women (17%);

Respondents aged 15-24 years (35%) are the most likely to mention the production of food
products in the EU is more expensive than in other countries, because of stricter
standards, e.g. animal welfare, particularly when compared with those aged 55 and over
(28%);

Europeans who continued education up to 20 years old or beyond are the most likely to mention
the production of food products in the EU is more expensive than in other countries,
because of stricter standards, e.g. animal welfare (33% vs. 25% among those who left
school aged 15 or earlier) and agriculture is a sector financed almost entirely by the EU
budget, rather than at national or local level (22% vs. 16%);

Managers (25%) are more likely than house persons (149%) to cite agriculture is a sector
financed almost entirely by the EU budget, rather than at national or local level,

Respondents who have difficulties paying their bills most of the time are the most likely to
mention agriculture requires heavy human and financial investments (37% vs. 29% of
those who never or almost never have such difficulties), but they are less likely to cite financial
aid to farmers makes it possible to ensure sustainable farming (26% compared with
339%) and the production of food products in the EU is more expensive than in other
countries, because of stricter standards, e.g. animal welfare (26% vs. 32%).

In addition, respondents who believe that agriculture and rural areas are important for the future in
the European Union are more likely to mention financial aid to farmers makes it possible to
ensure sustainable farming (32%, compared with 23% of those who say agriculture and rural
areas are not important), financial aid to farmers makes it possible to guarantee the food
supply of Europeans (33% vs. 26%) and agriculture requires heavy human and financial
investments (31% vs. 25%). Conversely, they are less likely to cite agriculture is a sector
financed almost entirely by the EU budget, rather than at national or local level (19% vs.
25%).

The same pattern applies to Europeans who think that EU aid to farmers should increase: they are
more likely to mention financial aid to farmers makes it possible to ensure sustainable
farming (35%, compared with 22% of those who say that this aid should decrease), financial aid
to farmers makes it possible to guarantee the food supply of Europeans (34% vs. 26%) and
agriculture requires heavy human and financial investments (35% compared with 20%).
Conversely, they are less likely to cite agriculture is a sector financed almost entirely by the
EU budget, rather than at national or local level (16% compared with 33%).
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QA10 What do you think are the main reasons why the EU spends a significant proportion of its budget (around 35 of the total EU budget) on the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)? (M) (TWO ANSWER MAXIMUM)
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Man 21 33 31 30 32 24 2
Woman 17 33 30 34 30 24 0 0 4
15-24 16 31 31 29 35 25 0 0 4
25-39 19 33 30 33 32 25 0 1 2
40-54 21 34 30 32 31 23 0 0 2
55 + 18 33 31 33 28 24 0 1 4
1 Education (End of)

15- 15 32 31 32 25 25 0 0 8
16-19 18 32 31 33 30 25 0 0 3
20+ 22 34 29 31 32 23 0 1 2
Still studying 15 32 33 30 34 25 1 0 5
Self- employed 23 32 34 33 30 22 0 1 1
Managers 25 32 26 31 36 23 0 1 1
Other white collars 20 37 30 33 32 23 0 0 1
Manual workers 18 32 31 32 31 25 0 0 4
House persons 14 33 29 29 28 27 0 1 4
Unemployed 17 31 35 29 28 24 1 2 4
Retired 18 33 30 34 27 24 0 1 4
Students 16 32 31 30 35 26 0 0 4
Most of the time 16 34 37 26 26 22 1 1 3
From time to time 20 30 34 31 28 26 0

Almost never/ Never 19 34 29 33 32 23 0 1 3
Important 19 33 31 33 31 24 0 1 3
Not important 25 26 25 23 29 23 0 1 4
Increase 16 34 35 35 30 24 0 0 2
Decrease 33 26 21 22 32 21 0 2 1
No change 20 35 27 32 32 27 0 0

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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3 Future financial support to farmers

Over half of Europeans would like to see an increase in EU financial support to farmers
over the next ten years

Nearly six in ten respondents (56%, +12 percentage points since 2017) would like to see an
increase in EU financial support to farmers over the next ten years®®. Conversely, slightly
more than one in ten (12%, unchanged) would like to see a decrease in support. Finally, close to three
in ten (29%, unchanged) would like to see ‘no change’, while just 3% (-12 pp) answer that they do
not know.

Since 2017, the share of respondents in favour of an increase has gained more than ten percentage
points, while the proportions in favour of decrease or of ‘no change’ have remained unchanged. This
increase comes at the expense of the ‘don’t know’ rate.

QA11 And over the next 10 years, would you like to see an increase, decrease
or no change in EU financial support to farmers?

(% - EU)
Don't know
3
(-12)
i
Increase
56
— (+12)
Decrease
12

(=)

(Aug.-Sep. 2020 - Dec. 2017)

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)

28 QA11 And over the next 10 years, would you like to see an increase, decrease or no change in EU financial support to farmers? Increase;
Decrease; No change; Don’t know.
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However, a longer-term trend analysis shows that the proportion of respondents who want funding
to increase has risen sharply since 2007 (+27 percentage points, up from 29% to 56%). Meanwhile,
the proportion who want funding to decrease has fallen (-6 pp, down from 18% to 12%).

QA11 And over the next 10 years, would you like to see an increase, decrease or no change in EU
financial support to farmers?
(% - EU)

B Aug.-Sep. 2020 M Dec. 2017 MWOct. 2015 ® Nov.-Dec. 2009 M Nov.-Dec. 2007

INCREASE

DECREASE

NO CHANGE

DON'T KNOW

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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A national analysis shows that, in 23 EU Member States, a majority of respondents would like to
see an increase in EU financial support to farmers over the next ten years. More than three-quarters
of respondents share this opinion in Latvia (84%), Spain (77%) and Cyprus (76%).

In five countries, a majority of respondents consider that the EU’s financial support to farmers should
stay the same over the next ten years: Denmark (47%), Finland (449%) Austria (38%), the Netherlands
(37%) and Sweden (379%, in joint first place along with an increase). The share of respondents thinking
that way is also high in Hungary (43%).

The opinion that financial support should decrease is not the main answer in any of the 27 EU Member
States. However, at least one in ten respondents give this answer in 14 countries, with the highest
levels among respondents in the Netherlands (32%), Denmark (279%), Sweden (25%) and Romania
(20%).

In Malta, over one in five respondents say they do not know (21%).

Quite logically, the two only countries where respondents are more likely to say EU financial support
is too high than too low are also the only two where respondents are more likely to think that financial
support should decrease over the next ten years than they are to think it should increase: the
Netherlands (30% increase vs. 32% decrease) and Denmark (23% vs. 27%).

QA11 And over the next 10 years, would you like to see an increase, decrease or no change in EU financial support to farmers?
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Since 2017, the share of respondents who would like to see an increase in EU financial support to
farmers over the next ten years has increased in 23 EU Member States, and by two digits in 12
countries: Germany (53%, +25 percentage points), Belgium (62%, +23 pp), Portugal (67%, +19 pp),
Slovenia (60%, +19 pp), Bulgaria (59%, +19 pp), Croatia (65%, +17 pp), Ireland (58%, +15 pp), Spain
(77%, +14 pp), Luxembourg (60%, +14 pp), Hungary (44%, +12 pp), Greece (63%, +11 pp) and
Slovakia (68%, +10 pp). Conversely, it has decreased slightly only in Malta (67%, -1 pp). Finally, it is
unchanged in Latvia, Romania and Austria.

QA11 And over the next 10 years, would you like to see an increase, decrease or no

change in EU financial support to farmers?
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A longer-term trend analysis reveals that the proportion of respondents who want an increase in
financial support has grown since 2007° in all EU Member States but Romania (slightly down from
69% in 2007 to 67% in 2020), with increases of more than 30 percentage points registered in Spain
(77%, +40 percentage points since 2007), France (63%, +40 pp), Malta (67%, +38 pp), Portugal (67%,
+38 pp), Luxembourg (60%, +37 pp), Ireland (58%, +37 pp), Belgium (62%, +36 pp), Slovenia (60%,
+35 pp), Cyprus (76%, +33 pp) and Germany (53%, +32 pp).

QA11 And over the next 10 years, would you like to see an increase, decrease or no change in EU financial support to farmers?
(% - Increase)

Nov.- Dec. 2013 B Oct.2015 u Dec. 2017 | Aug.- Sep. 2020
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Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)

23 Croatia is not included in 2007 as it was not part of the EU at that time.
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows that a majority of respondents in every socio-
demographic category would like to see an increase in EU financial support to farmers over the next
ten years. However:

Women (60%) are more likely than men (539%) to say they want increased support;

Europeans who left school aged 15 or earlier (60%) are more likely than those who continued
education up to 20 years old or beyond (539%) to hold this view;

Unemployed people (62%), students (61%) and house persons (60%) are the most likely to
share this opinion, particularly when compared with managers (50%);

Respondents who have difficulties paying their bills most of the time (63%) are more likely
than those who never or almost never have such difficulties (55%) to call for an increase in EU
financial support to farmers;

So are respondents who consider themselves working class (61%, compared to 48% of those
who see themselves as upper class);

Europeans who live in a rural village are slightly more likely than those living in a large town
to share this view (59% vs. 53%).

Moreover, respondents who consider that agriculture and rural areas are important for the future in
the European Union are more likely to say they would like to see an increase in EU financial support
to farmers (58%, compared with 35% of those who think that agriculture and rural areas are not
important).

Finally, Europeans who believe that the CAP benefits all European citizens are also more likely to think
that the EU’s financial aid should increase (58%, compared with 49% of those who disagree that the
CAP benefits all Europeans).
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QA11 And over the next 10 years, would you like to see an increase, decrease
or no change in EU financial support to farmers?
(% - EU)

[} 2 & g

2 3 ; =
EU27 29
Woman
15- 7
16-19 57 11 29 3
20+ 53 14 31 2
still studylng 5
Self employed 1
Managers 50 14 33 3
Other white collars 53 14 31 2
Manual workers 57 13 27 3
House persons 60 9 27 4
Unemployed 62 9 26 3
Retired 56 10 30 4
Students 5

Difficulties paying bills

Most of the time

From time to time 59 11 27 3
Almost never/ Never 55 30

B Consider belonging to

The working class 5
The lower middle class 58 12 27 3
The middle class 55 11 31 3
The upper middle class 48 17 34 1
The upper class 48 26 24 2
= Subjective urbanisation

Rural village 59 11 26 4
Small/ mid size town 57 11 29

Large town 12

Important

Not important

CAP benefits all European citizens

Agree
Disagree 49 21 28 2

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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4 Opinions on payments given to farmers for implementing
environmentally-friendly practices

More than nine in ten Europeans are in favour of the EU continuing to make subsidy
payments to farmers for carrying out agricultural practices beneficial to the climate and
the environment

A large majority of Europeans (92%, +4 percentage points since 2017) say they are in favour of
the European Union continuing to make subsidy payments to farmers for carrying out
agricultural practices beneficial to the climate and the environment*. Moreover, half of
respondents (50%, +7 pp) are ‘totally in favour’ and 42% (-3 pp) are ‘somewhat in favour’. Conversely,
just 6% (+1 pp) oppose these EU subsidies to farmers, and 2% (-5 pp) say they ‘don’t know’.

Since 2017, the share of respondents ‘totally in favour of these EU subsidies has increased
significantly, representing half of the sample in this survey (up from 43% in 2017 to 50% in 2020).

QA15 The EU is currently making subsidy payments to farmers for carrying out agricultural practices
beneficial to the climate and the environment. Are you in favour or opposed to the EU continuing
to do so?

W Aug.-Sep. 2020 M Dec. 2017 B Qct. 2015

TOTALLY IN FAVOUR

SOMEWHAT IN FAVOUR

SOMEWHAT OPPOSED

TOTALLY OPPOSED

DON'T KNOW

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)

30 QA15 The EU is currently making subsidy payments to farmers for carrying out agricultural practices beneficial to the climate and the
environment. Are you in favour or opposed to the EU continuing to do so? Totally in favour; Somewhat in favour; Somewhat opposed; Totally
opposed; Don’t know.
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A national analysis reveals that at least eight in ten respondents in all 27 EU Member States are
in favour of the EU continuing to make subsidy payments to farmers for carrying out agricultural
practices beneficial to the climate and the environment. This proportion is the highest in Croatia
(98%), and Cyprus and Portugal (both 97%), and the lowest in Austria (80%), and Czechia and
Romania (both 879%).

At least half the respondents are totally in favour of such subsidy payments in 18 countries, with the
highest scores in Sweden and Cyprus (both 749%), Denmark (719%) and Ireland (70%).

QA15 The EU is currently making subsidy payments to farmers for carrying out agricultural practices beneficial to the climate
and the environment. Are you in favour or opposed to the EU continuing to do so?
(%)
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Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)

157



Europeans, Agriculture and the CAP
504

August - September 2020

In terms of evolutions since 2017, the share of respondents in favour of the EU continuing to make
subsidy payments to farmers for carrying out agricultural practices beneficial to the climate and the
environment has risen in 18 EU Member States, particularly in Croatia (98%, +10 percentage points).
Meanwhile, it has fallen in six countries, most notably in Malta (88%, -7 pp).

QA15 The EU is currently making subsidy payments to farmers for
carrying out agricultural practices beneficial to the climate
and the environment. Are you in favour or opposed to the

EU continuing to do so?

(%)
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Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows that over eight in ten respondents in every socio-
demographic category are in favour of the European Union continuing to make subsidy payments to
farmers for carrying out agricultural practices beneficial to the climate and the environment. However,
there are some small differences:

Women (949%) are slightly more in favour than men (919%);

Respondents who continued education up to 20 years old or beyond (949%) are also more likely
to be in favour than those who left school aged 15 or earlier (30%);

Other white collar workers (95%) are slightly more likely than manual workers (30%) to be in
favour;

So are those who never or almost never have difficulties paying their bills (93%), compared
with those who have such difficulties most of the time (88%);

Moreover, Europeans who have a positive image of the EU are much more likely than those with a
negative image of the EU to be in favour of the EU continuing to make such payments (96% compared
to 84%).

The same pattern applies to respondents who think that agriculture and rural areas are important for
the future in the EU (949%, compared with 67% of those who consider that agriculture and rural areas
are not important), those who consider that the CAP benefits all European citizens (95%, vs. 83% of
those who disagree that the CAP benefits all Europeans) and those who believe that the EU aid to
farmers should increase (97%, compared with 74% among those who think aid should decrease).
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QA15 The EU is currently making subsidy payments to farmers for carrying out
agricultural practices beneficial to the climate and the environment. Are you
in favour or opposed to the EU continuing to do so?

(% - EU)

S g

< s £

— — 5

g 8 °
EU27 92 6 2
Man 91 8 1
Woman 94 5 1

7 Education (End of)

15- 90 7 3
16-19 91 7 2
20+ 94 5 1
Still studying 93 4 4
Self- employed 94 6 0
Managers 93 6 1
Other white collars 95 5 0
Manual workers 90 8 1
House persons 91 8 1
Unemployed 92 7 1
Retired 92 6 2
Students 93 4 3
Most of the time 88 10 2
From time to time 92 7 1
Almost never/ Never 93 6 1
Positive 96 3 1
Neutral 91 7 2
Negative 84 14 2
Important 94 5 1
Not important 67 30 2
Agree 95 4 1
Disagree 83 16 2
Increase 97 2 1
Decrease 74 25 1
No change 92 7 1

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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IV. PURCHASING DECISIONS, QUALITY LABELS AND ORGANIC AGRICULTURE

This chapter takes a detailed look at the factors influencing Europeans’ food product purchases. It
examines their awareness of quality labels, and explores their perceptions of food products derived
from organic agriculture.

1 Factors influencing Europeans’ food product purchases

Nearly nine in ten Europeans say the fact that food products are part of a short supply
chain is an important factor in their decision to buy them

When asked whether or not four particular factors are important in their decision to buy food
products®!, more than eight in ten respondents say that each of these factors is important, with the
following hierarchy:

Close to nine in ten Europeans (87%) say that being ‘part of a short supply chain, i.e. when
distances are short or there are few intermediaries between food producers and
consumers’ is an important factor in their decision to buy food products, including nearly half
(47%) who answer 'very important' and four in ten ‘fairly important’. Conversely, slightly more
than one in ten (119%) say that this factor is not important;

"

The fact that food products ‘respect local tradition and "know-how" is important when
buying food products for 82% (+5 percentage points since 2017) of respondents: it is ‘very
important’ for 40% of Europeans (+9 pp) and ‘fairly important’ for a similar proportion (42%,
-4 pp). This is not important for 16% (-4 pp) of respondents;

81% (+5 pp) of respondents consider that having ‘a specific label ensuring the quality of
the product’ is important in their decision to buy food products. It is a ‘very important’ factor
for 41% (+8 pp) of respondents and a ‘fairly important’ one for 40% (-3 pp). Less than one in
five (17%, -4 pp) say this is not important;

Coming from a geographical area that they know is important for slightly more than eight
in ten respondents (819%, +6 pp), and ‘very important’ for 41% (+10 percentage points since
2017) and ‘fairly important’ for 40% (-4 pp). Conversely, nearly one in five say that this is not
important (18%, -5 pp);

In terms of evolutions since 2017, the importance of the three factors tested in 2017 has gained five
percentage points. Moreover, these increases mainly concern the share of respondents who answer
‘very important’.

31 QA12 How important or not are the following factors in your decision to buy food products? 1. They come from a geographical area that
you know; 2. They respect local tradition and "know-how"; 3. They have a specific label ensuring the quality of the product; 4. They are part
of a short supply chain, i.e. when distances are short or there are few intermediaries between food producers and consumers. Very
important; Fairly important; Not very important; Not at all important; You do not buy food products (SPONTANEOUS); Don’t know.
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QA12 How important or not are the following factors in your decision to buy food products?
(% - EU27)

THEY ARE PART OF A SHORT SUPPLY CHAIN,
1.LE. WHEN DISTANCES ARE SHORT OR THERE
ARE FEW INTERMEDIARIES BETWEEN _47 _40 . J I2 0 I2
FOOD PRODUCERS AND CONSUMERS
ey respect Local rraomon. TN - TN - : | ¢ |-
AND "KNOW-HOW"
—T W=l o I

THEY HAVE A SPECIFIC LABEL ENSURING _41 _40 - B I“ 0 I2
THE QUALITY OF THE PRODUCT
— T sl o |

THEY COME FROM A GEOGRAPHICAL _“‘l _40 M = I5 0 |l
AREA THAT YOU KNOW e
31 4 7 s o |2

Aug.-Sep. 2020 H O O | |
Dec. 2017 O O
Very Fairly Not very Not at all You do not Don't know
important important important important buy food
products
(SPONTANEOUS)

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)

A national analysis shows that over two-thirds of respondents in every EU Member State say the
fact that food products are part of a short supply chain, i.e. when distances are short or there
are few intermediaries between food producers and consumers is important in their decision

to buy food products, with proportions ranging from 52% in Belgium, Luxembourg, Malta and Sweden,
to 69% in Czechia, 75% in Latvia and 76% in Lithuania.

At least half the respondents say it is a very important factor in ten countries, most notably in Slovenia
(609%), and Luxembourg and Sweden (both 56%).

QA12.4 How important or not are the following factors in your decision to buy food products?

They are part of a short supply chain, i.e. when distances are short or there are few intermediaries between
food producers and consumers (%)
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Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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Coming from a geographical area that respondents know is an important factor when buying
food products for at least half of respondents in 26 EU Member States. Among these countries, at
least nine in ten respondents hold this view in Greece (32%), Slovenia (91%), and lItaly, Malta and

Finland (all 89%), compared with less than three-quarters in Denmark (61%), Belgium (72%) and
Czechia (73%).

At least half of respondents say it is a very important factor in six countries: Slovenia (67%), Greece
(62%), Cyprus (619%), Malta (53%), and Italy and Finland (both 509%).

Respondents in the Netherlands are divided on the issue (50% vs. 50%).

QA12.1 How important or not are the following factors in your decision to buy food products?
They come from a geographical area that you know (%)
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Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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In terms of evolutions since 2017, the share of respondents who say that coming from a known
geographical area is an important factor has increased in 22 EU Member States, by two digits in nine
countries, and most dramatically in Malta (89%, +21 percentage points), the Netherlands (50%, +15
pp) and Romania (81%, +14 pp). Conversely, it has decreased slightly in Bulgaria (77%, -2 pp), ltaly
(89%, -1 pp) and Czechia (73%, -1 pp). Finally, it is unchanged in Austria and France.

QA12.1 How important or not are the following factors in your decision
to buy food products?
They come from a geographical area that you know (%)
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Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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Having a specific label ensuring the quality of the product is an important factor for at least
two-thirds of respondents in every EU Member State, with proportions ranging from 97% in Cyprus,
94% in Ireland and 92% in Malta to 66% in Czechia, 69% in Germany and 7 1% in Austria.

At least half the respondents consider that it is a very important factor in nine countries, with the
highest proportions in Cyprus (74%), Bulgaria (62%) and Ireland (619%).

QA12.3 How important or not are the following factors in your decision to buy food products?
They have a specific label ensuring the quality of the product (%)
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Since 2017, the opinion that having a specific label ensuring the quality of the product is an important
factor in buying food products has gained ground in 26 EU Member States, with at least a ten-
percentage point increase in seven countries: Malta (92%, +15 percentage points), Hungary (87%,
+13 pp), Luxembourg (85%, +12 pp), Estonia (81%, +11 pp), Greece (87%, +10 pp), Belgium (86%,
+10 pp) and the Netherlands (819%, +10 pp). Conversely, it has lost ground slightly only in Sweden
(87%, -2 pp).

QA12.3 How important or not are the following factors in your decision
to buy food products?
They have a specific label ensuring the quality of the
product (%)
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The fact that food products respect local tradition and "know-how" is an important factor for
over six in ten respondents in all 27 EU Member States, with the highest proportions in Greece, Malta
and Slovenia (all 93%), and the lowest in Denmark (61%), the Netherlands (62%) and Czechia (66%).

More than half of respondents say this is a very important factor in Slovenia (66%), Greece (64%),
Cyprus (639%), Malta (55%) and Bulgaria (52%).

QA12.2 How important or not are the following factors in your decision to buy food products?
They respect local tradition and "know-how" (%)
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In terms of evolutions since 2017, the proportion of respondents saying that respecting local
tradition and "know-how" is an important factor in buying food products has risen in 21 EU Member
States, by two digits in seven countries, most notably in Malta (93%, +20 percentage points), the
Netherlands (62%, +14 pp) and Croatia (82%, +13 pp). It has decreased slightly only in Latvia (679%,
-2 pp), Cyprus (92%, -1 pp) and Germany (75%, -1 pp). Finally, it is unchanged in Italy, Bulgaria and
Ireland.

QA12.2  How important or not are the following factors in your
decision to buy food products?
They respect local tradition and "know-how" (%)
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows that:

Women (83%) are more likely than men (79%) to say that these four factors are important in
their decision to buy food products, particularly when they come from a geographical area
that they know;

Respondents aged 55 and over are also more likely to say that these four factors are important,
most notably when they respect local tradition and "know-how" (85%, compared with
73% of respondents aged 15-24 years) and come from a geographical area that they
know (85% vs. 73%);

Europeans who left school aged 15 or earlier are more likely to say that coming from a
geographical area that they know (85%, compared with 79% of those who continued
education up to 20 years old or beyond) is an important factor;

Moreover, respondents who think that agriculture and rural areas are important for the future in the
European Union are the most likely to say that each of these factors is important in their decision to
buy food products: for instance, 88% say that being part of a short supply chain, i.e. when
distances are short or there are few intermediaries between food producers and
consumers is an important factor, compared with 69% of those who think that agriculture and rural
areas are not important.

The same pattern applies to Europeans who consider that the CAP benefits all European citizens and
to those who think that EU aid to farmers should increase.
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QA12.4 How important or not are the following factors in your decision to buy
food products?
They are part of a short supply chain, i.e. when distances are short
or there are few intermediaries between food producers and
consumers (N) (% - EU)

They come from a geographical area that you know
They respect local tradition and 'know-how"
They have specfic label ensuring the quality of the
product
They are part of a short supply chain, i.e. when
distances are short or there are few intermediares
between food and producers and consumers (N)

EU27 81 82 81 87
Woman 83 83 82 88
15-24 73 73 81 80
25-39 77 77 81 85
40-54 82 84 81 88
55 +

15-

16-19 83 82 81 87
20+ 79 81 82 89
Still studylng

Important

Not important

CAP benefits all European citizens

Agree
Disagree 77 77 77 82

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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2 Awareness of quality labels

Nearly six in ten Europeans are aware of the organic farming logo, far ahead of any
other logo

Five logos were shown to respondents, who were then asked which of these logos they were aware
of3%
Nearly six in ten respondents (56%, +29 percentage points since 2017) recognize the ‘organic
farming’ logo, far ahead any other logo;

In second position, slightly more than four in ten Europeans (40%, +3 pp) are aware of the
‘Fairtrade’ logo (which is not an EU logo);

One in five respondents (20%, +2 pp) know the ‘protected geographical indication’ logo;

Finally, over one in ten respondents are aware of the ‘protected designation of origin’ (149%,
-4 pp) and the ‘traditional specialty guaranteed’ logos (14%, -1 pp).

Moreover, only 20% of respondents (-13 percentage points since 2017) are not aware of any of these
logos, and 3% (-1 pp) say that they do not know. This means that more than three-quarters of
Europeans (77%, +14 pp) recognize at least one of the five logos shown.

In terms of evolutions since 2017, the share of respondents who are aware of the ‘organic farming’
logo has risen dramatically (+29 percentage points, up from 27% in second position to 56% in first
place).

A longer-term trend since 2012 shows that awareness of ‘organic farming’ (+32 percentage points)
and, to a lesser extent, ‘protected geographical indication’ (+6 pp)’ and ‘Fairtrade’ (+4 pp) has gained
ground. Meanwhile, the proportion of respondents who are not aware of any of the five logos has
fallen (-17 pp).

32 QA13 Which of the logos are you aware of? (MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE) LOGOS SHOWN: ORGANIC FARMING; FAIRTRADE; PROTECTED
DESIGNATION OF ORIGIN; PROTECTED GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATION; TRADITIONAL SPECIALTY GUARANTEED.
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QA13 Which of the logos are you aware of? (MULTIPLE ANSWER POSSIBLE)
(% - EVU)

W Aug.-Sep. 2020 ®Dec.2017 ®Oct. 2015 ™ Nov.-Dec. 2013 Mar. 2012

kg W

e Organic farming

Fairtrade

Protected geographical indication

Protected designation of origin

Traditional specialty guaranteed

None (SPONTANEOUS)

Don't know

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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A national analysis reveals that the organic farming logo has the highest rate of awareness
among respondents in 17 EU Member States. Within these countries, more than seven in ten
respondents know this logo in Latvia and Lithuania (both 73%), and Slovenia (72%). Overall, this is
also the case in Luxembourg (74%) and Denmark (71%). At the other end of the scale, at most four
in ten respondents recognise this logo in Hungary, Ireland and Portugal (all 40%), Cyprus (39%) and
Malta (309%).

The Fairtrade logo is the one that respondents are most aware of in ten countries: Luxembourg
(949%), Sweden and the Netherlands (both 939%), Ireland (30%), Denmark and Belgium (both 819%),
Finland (79%), Germany (79%) and Austria (78%). In all other countries, less than half the
respondents are aware of the Fairtrade logo, with the lowest scores in Lithuania (9%), Spain (12%),
and Greece and Romania (both 139%).

In every country, less than a third of respondents are aware of the three other logos.

At least one in five respondents know the protected geographical indication logo in eight
countries, with the highest proportions in Spain (31%), France (29%), and Portugal and Italy (both
279%). Less than one in ten recognise it in seven countries, including Finland (6%), and Latvia, Sweden
and the Netherlands (all 8%).

Over one in five respondents are aware of the protected designation of origin logo in Portugal
and Slovakia (both 249), France (23%) and Italy (219%). Less than one in ten know it in 14 EU Member
States, with the lowest proportions in Estonia, Latvia and the Netherlands (all 3%).

The traditional specialty guaranteed logo is known by at least one in five respondents in Slovakia
(289%), Portugal (27%), and Italy and Spain (both 209%). At the other end of the scale, less than one
in ten respondents are aware of it in ten countries, with the lowest levels in the Netherlands (5%),
and Finland, Denmark and Sweden (all 6%).

Finally, it is worth noting that in three EU Member States a majority of respondents spontaneously
say that they do not know any of these five logos: this is the case in Portugal and Greece (both 44%),
and in Malta (36%). More than a third of respondents say the same in Hungary (38%), Bulgaria (36%)
and Cyprus (349%).
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QA13 Which of the logos are you aware of?
(MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE) (%)
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Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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In terms of changes since 2017, the evolution of the share of respondents aware of the organic
farming logo is impressive: it has risen by two digits in all 27 EU Member States, with the most
dramatic increases in Romania (51%, +42 percentage points), Poland (70%, +41 pp) and Latvia (73%,
+35 pp).

Awareness of the Fairtrade logo has gained ground in 25 EU Member States, by two digits in ten
countries, most dramatically in Finland (79%, +25 pp), Estonia (48%, +24 pp) and Ireland (90%,
+18 pp). It has lost ground slightly only in Austria (78%, -4 pp) and Czechia (23%, -3 pp).

The proportion of respondents who know the protected geographical indication logo has
decreased in 12 EU Member States, most notably in Greece (11%, -11 pp) and Slovenia (16%,
-10 pp). Conversely, it has increased in ten countries, particularly in Spain (31%, +16 pp) and Bulgaria
(24%, +12 pp). It is unchanged in five countries (Ireland, Cyprus, Lithuania, Malta and Romania).

Awareness of the protected designation of origin has fallen in 20 EU Member States, and by two
digits in Greece (6%, -25 pp), France (23%, -22 pp) and Italy (21%, -11 pp). However, it has risen
slightly in six countries, particularly in Malta (11%, +6 pp). It is unchanged in Belgium.

The traditional specialty guaranteed logo has registered decreases in awareness in 16 EU
Member States, most strikingly in Lithuania (8%, -21 pp), Greece (119%, -16 pp), Cyprus (7%, -14 pp),
Czechia (18%, -12 pp) and Finland (6%, -12 pp). Awareness has increased in eight countries, most
notably in Austria (17%, +8 pp). It is unchanged in Ireland, Germany and Denmark.

Finally, the share of respondents who spontaneously say that they know none of these five logos has
fallen in all 27 EU Member States, by two digits in 17 countries, most dramatically in Romania (32%,
-33 pp), Spain (28%, -32 pp) and Latvia (16%, -29 pp).
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QA13  Which of the logos are you aware of?
(MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE) (%)
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Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows that most respondents in every socio-
demographic category are aware of the organic farming logo. However:

Women (60%) are more likely than men (53%) to be aware of the organic farming logo (60%
compared with 53%);

Respondents aged 55 and over are the least likely to be aware of any logo: for instance, 50%
of them know the organic farming logo, compared with 63% of those aged 15-24 years;

The same pattern applies to Europeans who left school aged 15 or earlier: for example, 20%
of them are aware of the Fairtrade logo, compared with 50% of those who continued
education up to age 20 or beyond;

Managers are the most likely to be aware of both the organic farming (67%) and Fairtrade
(60%) logos, while house persons are the least likely to recognise either (48% and 31%
respectively);

Respondents who never or almost never have difficulties paying their bills are the most likely
to know the organic farming logo (60% vs. 47% of those who have such difficulties most of
the time) and the Fairtrade logo (46% compared with 28%), while those who have such
difficulties most of the time are slightly more likely to recognise the three other logos.

Those living in large towns (59%) are more likely to be aware of the organic farming logo,
compared to those from rural villages (54%).

In addition, Europeans who consider that agriculture and rural areas are important for the future in
the European Union are the most likely to be aware of the five logos. The most significant differences
concern the organic farming logo (recognised by 57%, compared with 45% of those who think that
agriculture and rural areas are not important) and the Fairtrade logo (41% vs. 30%).

Interestingly enough, respondents who think that EU aid to farmers should decrease are much more
aware of the Fairtrade logo than those who consider that this aid should increase (52% compared
with 37%).
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QA13 Which of the logos are you aware of? (MULTIPLE ANSWER POSSIBLE)
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Fn Gender
Woman 4 19 14 19
15-24 14 16 3
25-39 61 46 17 25 18 15 2
40-54 59 41 16 22 17 17 3
55 + 35 10 15 10 26 4

Socio-professional category

Self- employed 2
Managers 66 59 17 28 17 8 2
Other white collars 64 47 18 24 17 13 3
Manual workers 54 36 14 19 15 22 3
House persons 47 30 9 14 12 28 4
Unemployed 54 33 14 22 17 22 2
Retired 49 33 9 12 8 28 5
Students 64 46 15 22 15 15 4
Most of the time 48 28 17 23 18 27 4
From time to time 50 27 15 21 17 26 4
Almost never/ Never 60 46 13 19 13 17 3
%5 Subjective urbanisation

Rural village 54 40 10 17 12 22 3
Small/ mid size town 57 39 16 21 15 19 3
Large town 15 19

Important

Not |mportant O 10 15 12 2

Increase

Decrease 57 51 12 17 13 16 3
No change 57 43 14 18 12 20 3

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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3 Perceptions of organic agriculture

Over nine in ten Europeans think that food products from organic agriculture are more
expensive than other food products

When asked whether they agree or disagree with eight statements related to food products coming
from organic agriculture®, respondents provide the following answers:

More than nine in ten Europeans (91%, including 58% ‘totally agree’ and 33% ‘tend to agree’)
agree that ‘they are more expensive than other food products’;

At least eight in ten respondents consider that food products coming from organic agriculture
‘comply with specific rules on pesticides, fertilisers, and antibiotics’ (82%, of whom
37% ‘totally agree’ and 45% ‘tend to agree’), ‘are produced with better environmental
practice than other food products’ (81%, of whom 349% ‘totally agree’ and 47% ‘tend to
agree’) and ‘respect higher animal welfare standards than other food products’ (80%,
of whom 34% ‘totally agree’ and 46% ‘tend to agree’);

At least seven in ten Europeans agree that ‘they are of better quality than other food
products’ (74%, including 28% ‘totally agree’ and 46% ‘tend to agree’) and that ‘they are
safer than other food products’ (719%, including 26% ‘totally agree’ and 45% ‘tend to
agree’);

Nearly two-thirds of respondents (65%, of whom 24% ‘totally agree’ and 419% ‘tend to agree’)
believe that organic food products ‘taste better than other food products’;

Conversely, only a minority of respondents agree that ‘they are difficult to find in the
supermarkets, shops or markets in the area where they live’ (43%, including 15%
‘totally agree’ and 28% ‘tend to agree’), while more than half (54%, with 23% ‘totally disagree’
and 31% ‘tend to disagree’) disagree with this statement.

33 QA14 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming from « organic » agriculture..? 1. They are
safer than other food products; 2. They are of better quality than other food products; 3. They are more expensive than other food products;
4. They taste better than other food products; 5. They are produced with better environmental practice than other food products; 6. They
comply with specific rules on pesticides, fertilisers, and antibiotics; 7. They respect higher animal welfare standards than other food
products; 8. They are difficult to find in the supermarkets, shops or markets in the area where you live
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QA14 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming from « organic »
agriculture .7

(% - EU27)
THAN OTHER FOOD PRODUCTS
THEY COMPLY WITH SPECIFIC RULES ON -37 _45 10 I 5 I .
PESTICIDES, FERTILISERS, AND ANTIBIOTICS
THEY ARE PRODUCED WITH BETTER ENVIRONMENTAL - 3 _ 4 10 I 5 I .
PRACTICE THAN OTHER FOOD PRODUCTS
THEY RESPECT HIGHER ANIMAL WELFARE - " _45 1 I 3 I .
STANDARDS THAN OTHER FOOD PRODUCTS
THEY ARE OF BETTER QUALITY - 58 _ 6 18 I4 I4
THAN OTHER FOOD PRODUCTS
THEY ARE SAFER THAN OTHER FOOD PRODUCTS - 26 _45 19 Is I 5
THEY TASTE BETTER THAN OTHER FOOD PRODUCTS - 2 - 41 23 I 6 I 6
THEY ARE DIFFICULT TO FIND IN THE SUPERMARKETS, - " - 2 . - I I )
SHOPS OR MARKETS IN THE AREA WHERE YOU LIVE
[ [ | [ =
Totally agree Tend to agree Tend to disagree Totally disagree Don't know

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)

A national analysis reveals that, in all 27 EU Member States, over three-quarters of respondents
agree that organic food products are more expensive than other food products. The share of
respondents who agree with this statement is the highest in Estonia (98%), and Greece, Finland and
the Netherlands (all 97%), and the lowest in Romania (78%), far lower than in Austria (86%).

In 24 EU Member States, over half of respondents totally agree with this statement, most notably in
Greece (78%), and Bulgaria and Estonia (both 749%).

QA14.3 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming from « organic » agriculture ...?
They are more expensive than other food products (%)
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Over six in ten respondents in every EU Member State agree that food products coming from organic
agriculture comply with specific rules on pesticides, fertilisers, and antibiotics. Respondents
in Denmark (95%), Sweden (94%) and Ireland (93%) are most likely to agree with this statement,
while those in Lithuania (62%), Bulgaria (71%), and Romania and Latvia (both 72%) are least likely
to do so.

More than half the respondents totally agree that organic food products comply with specific rules
on pesticides, fertilisers, and antibiotics in Denmark (68%), Sweden (57%) and Austria (54%).

QA14.6 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming from « organic » agriculture ...?
They comply with specific rules on pesticides, fertilisers, and antibiotics (%)
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In all 27 EU Member States, large majorities of respondents consider that organic food products are
produced with better environmental practice than other food products, in proportions ranging
from 90% in Ireland and 88% in Spain, Austria and the Netherlands to 58% in Czechia, 68% in
Lithuania and 70% in Slovakia.

At least four in ten respondents totally agree with this statement in eight countries, particularly in
Cyprus (49%), Denmark (48%) and Austria (46%). Over one in five respondents say that they do not
know in Czechia (22%).

QA14.5 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming from « organic » agriculture ...7
They are produced with better environmental practice than other food products (%)
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More than six in ten respondents in the 27 EU Member States agree that food products coming from
organic agriculture respect higher animal welfare standards than other food products, with
proportions ranging from 90% in the Netherlands, and 87% in both Spain and Malta, to 65% in
Lithuania and 679% in both Bulgaria and France.

50% of the respondents totally agree with this statement in Denmark.

In Bulgaria, slightly more than one in five respondents (21%) say they ‘don’t know’.

QA14.7 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming from « organic » agriculture ...7
They respect higher animal welfare standards than other food products (%)
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More than half of respondents in every EU Member State believe that organic food products are of
better quality than other food products. This proportion is the highest in Cyprus (89%), Portugal
(87%) and Greece (83%), and the lowest in Finland (57%), France (58%) and the Netherlands (60%).

At least four in ten respondents totally agree with this statement in Cyprus (49%), Greece (45%),
Austria (439%), Slovenia (42%) and Hungary (40%).

QA14.2 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming from « organic » agriculture ...7
They are of better quality than other food products (%)
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In all 27 EU Member States, over half the respondents agree that food products coming from organic
agriculture are safer than other food products, with the highest scores in Cyprus (87%), Portugal
(849%) and Malta (82%), and the lowest in the Netherlands and France (both 53%) and Denmark
(64%).

At least four in ten respondents totally agree with this statement in Cyprus (47%), Greece (42%) and
Hungary (40%).

QA14.1 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming from « organic » agriculture ...7
They are safer than other food products (%)
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Majorities of respondents in all 27 EU Member States consider that organic food products taste
better than other food products. Over three-quarters of respondents share this opinion in Portugal

(84%), Greece, Austria and Romania (all 779%), and Slovenia (76%). Around half do so in France (49%
vs. 42%), Finland (519%) and Estonia (52%).

More than four in ten respondents totally agree with this statement in Slovenia (439%).

QA14.4 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming from « organic » agriculture ...?

They taste better than other food products (%)
3 2 2 i 5 5 9 7 8 2 9 9
|
41

1

6 6 8 6
-- B . -
2

----3-
4 4 4 5
-—--_-

2
2l19 16 18 19

=~ e

0
5
|
29

4
- 4 5 1
3 - -

3 6

—_— -

5

| -

23 T 25 28 28
lilliia Illiw

48 34 41 44 41 46 36 46 45

38

25
22 24 18 19 18 20 22

4 4
I .
17 18

39 33

49 48 46 35 43 39

24 25 26

—
4
—
16
41
36

|I III Rual lllll”i

Emiml I=II~—_II—-= B oem ez 1™ o == 411

PT RO EL AT SI IE ES IT CY PL HU BE LV HR LUEU27SK BG SE MT DE NL LT CZ DK EE FI FR
M Totally agree M Tend to agree M Tend to disagree M Totally disagree M Don't know

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)

186



Europeans, Agriculture and the CAP
504

August - September 2020

Opinions are more divided when it comes to the statement that food products coming from organic
agriculture are difficult to find in the supermarkets, shops or markets in the area where
respondents live. In 16 EU Member States, majorities of respondents agree with this statement,
with proportions ranging from 74% in Hungary, 69% in Romania, 65% in Croatia, to 50% in Latvia
(vs. 43%) and 51% in Austria.

At least a third of respondents totally agree with this statement in Hungary (38%) and Romania
(33%).

However, in 11 countries only minorities of respondents agree that these products are difficult to find
in the area where they live. Within these 11 countries, more than four in ten respondents share this
opinion in Belgium (43% vs. 56%), Ireland (43% vs. 57%) and Czechia (419% vs. 54%), while less than
a quarter do so in Denmark (12% vs. 86%), France (18% vs. 79%) and the Netherlands (24% vs.
74%).

Over a third of respondents totally disagree with this statement in Denmark (629%), France (46%), the
Netherlands (35%) and Germany (35%).

QA14.8 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming from « organic » agriculture ...7
They are difficult to find in the supermarkets, shops or markets in the area where you live (%)
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows that large majorities of respondents in every
socio-demographic category agree with seven of the statements related to food products coming
from organic agriculture:

Women are slightly more likely than men to agree with each statement, most notably with the
fact that organic food products are safer than other food products (72%, compared with
68% among men) and taste better (68% vs. 63%);

Europeans who continued education up to 20 years old or beyond are the most likely to agree
with the seven statements, particularly with the statement that organic food products respect
higher animal welfare standards than other food products (83%, compared with 72%
among those who left school aged 15 or earlier) and comply with specific rules on
pesticides, fertilisers, and antibiotics (85% vs. 76%);

Respondents who never or almost never have difficulties paying their bills are more likely than
those who have such difficulties almost all the time to agree that organic food products
respect higher animal welfare standards than other food products (80% compared
with 719%), comply with specific rules on pesticides, fertilisers, and antibiotics (82%
vs. 77%) and are produced with better environmental practice than other food
products (81% vs. 76%);

Europeans who consider themselves upper class are generally more likely than those who say
they belong to the working class to agree with these seven statements, most notably that
organic food products are produced with better environmental practice than other food
products (90% compared to 75%), respect higher animal welfare standards (88% vs.
76%), comply with specific rules on pesticides, fertilisers, and antibiotics (87% vs.
76%) and are of better quality than other food products (80% vs. 71%);

Respondents who live in a large town are more likely than those living in a rural village to agree
that organic food products are safer than other food products (74% compared with 68%)
and are of better quality (76% vs. 72%).

In addition, respondents who believe that agriculture and rural areas are important for the future in
the European Union are the most likely to agree with the seven statements: for instance, 81% agree
that food products coming from organic agriculture respect higher animal welfare standards
than other food products, compared with 62% among those who think that agriculture and rural
areas are not important.

The same pattern applies to respondents who consider that the CAP benefits all European citizens.

However, only minorities of respondents in most socio-demographic categories agree that organic
food products are difficult to find in the area where they live:

This proportion is particularly low among respondents who continued education up to age 20
or beyond (39%), managers (36%), students (37%), those who never or almost never have
difficulties paying bills (39%), and Europeans who consider themselves upper (25%) or upper
middle (33%) class;

However, a majority of Europeans who finished education aged 15 or earlier (47%), those who
have difficulties paying their bills most of the time (55%) or from time to time (53%) and
respondents who consider themselves working class (48%) say that organic food products are
difficult to find in the area where they live. The same goes for respondents who think that
agriculture and rural areas are not important for the future in the EU (49%).
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QA14 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming from « organic » agriculture..? Total
'Agree’ (% - EU)
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EU27 91 82 81 80 74 71 65 43
Man 91 81 80 79 72 68 63 44
Woman 91 83 81 80 76 72 68 42
k1 Education (End of)
15- 89 76 74 72 71 69 62 47
16-19 91 80 79 79 74 70 64 46
20+ 93 85 84 83 74 70 67 39
Still studying 90 83 84 81 79 73 65 38
Self- employed 93 82 83 84 78 72 68 47
Managers 94 88 86 85 75 74 70 36
Other white collars 93 86 83 84 75 73 70 44
Manual workers 88 81 79 78 72 69 64 45
House persons 88 80 77 76 76 74 67 45
Unemployed 93 78 79 75 74 65 61 46
Retired 93 78 77 77 70 69 61 43
Students 90 84 84 81 77 73 64 37
Most of the time 90 77 76 71 71 66 61 55
From time to time 89 83 81 79 77 74 70 53
Almost never/ Never 92 82 81 80 73 70 65 39
The working class 91 76 75 76 71 67 62 48
The lower middle class 91 81 79 79 74 71 64 47
The middle class 91 83 83 81 75 72 67 42
The upper middle class 95 90 86 84 73 70 69 33
The upper class 91 87 90 88 80 73 67 25

Rural village 91 80 80 78 72 68 64 44
Small/ mid size town 91 82 81 79 74 70 65 44
Large town 92 84 82 82 76 74 68 41
Important 92 83 81 81 75 71 66 43
Not important 82 67 64 62 60 61 56 49

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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V. ATTITUDES TOWARDS INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS

This chapter focuses on people's attitudes towards international trade in agricultural products. It looks
at respondents’ views about trade barriers to imports of agricultural products. It then examines their
opinions about the impact of trade agreements between the European Union and other countries of
the world on EU agriculture and consumers.

1 The European Union and trade barriers to imports of agricultural
products

Nearly nine in ten Europeans want agricultural imports from any origin to enter the EU
only if they comply with the EU’s environmental and animal welfare standards

Respondents were asked whether they agree or disagree with three statements about the European
Union and trade barriers to imports of agricultural products®*:

Close to nine in ten Europeans (88%, +1 percentage point since 2017 *) agree that
‘agricultural imports from any origin should only enter the EU if their production has
complied with the EU’s environmental and animal welfare standards’, including 56%
(+2 pp) who ‘totally agree’. On the other hand, 7% (+1 pp) disagree, and 5% (-2 pp) do not
know;

Nearly six in ten respondents (57%, +5 pp) consider that ‘the EU should have trade barriers
to imports of agricultural products with the exception of imports from developing
countries’, with close to one in five (19%, +3 pp) totally agreeing. More than a third (34%,
unchanged) disagree, and less than one in ten (9%, -5 pp) ‘don’t know’;

Less than four in ten Europeans (39%, no change) agree that ‘the EU should have no trade
barriers to imports of agricultural products, regardless of their origin’, and 15% (+2
pp) ‘totally agree’. Conversely, a majority (54%, +4 pp) disagree with this statement, including
more than a quarter (27%, +4 pp) who totally disagree. Finally, 7% (-4 pp) answer ‘don’t know’.

In terms of evolutions since 2017, the share of respondents who agree that ‘the EU should have trade
barriers to imports of agricultural products with the exception of imports from developing countries’

34 QA16 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about the European Union and trade barriers to imports of
agricultural products? 1. The EU should have no trade barriers to imports of agricultural products, regardless of their origin; 2. The EU should
have trade barriers to imports of agricultural products with the exception of imports from developing countries; 3. Agricultural imports from
any origin should only enter the EU if their production has complied with the EU’s environmental and animal welfare standards. Totally
agree; Tend to agree; Tend to disagree; Totally disagree; Don’t know.

35 In 2017, this statement was slightly different: ‘Agricultural imports from any origin should only enter the EU if they fully comply with
EU standards in terms of safety and quality’
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has increased by five percentage points, while the proportion of respondents who disagree that ‘the
EU should have no trade barriers to imports of agricultural products, regardless of their origin’ has
increased by four points.

QA16 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about the
European Union and trade barriers to imports of agricultural products?

(% - EU27)
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Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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A national analysis reveals that more than three-quarters of respondents in every EU Member
State agree that agricultural imports from any origin should only enter the EU if their
production has complied with the EU’s environmental and animal welfare standards.
Respondents in Belgium, Luxembourg and Ireland (all 96%) are the most likely to agree with this

statement, while at most eight in ten hold this view in Lithuania (79%), and Czechia and Romania
(both 80%).

Over half of respondents totally agree with this statement in 17 countries, most notably in Cyprus
(749%), Ireland (719%), and Sweden and Spain (both 679%).

QA16.3 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about the European Union and trade barriers to
imports of agricultural products?
Agricultural imports from any origin should only enter the EU if their production has complied with the EU's
environmental and animal welfare standards (%)
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In terms of evolutions since 2017, the share of respondents who agree that agricultural imports
from any origin should only enter the EU if they comply with the EU’s environmental and animal
welfare standards has increased in 20 EU Member States, particularly in Luxembourg (96%, +14
percentage points) and Estonia (88%, +14 pp). However, it has decreased in six countries, including
Lithuania (79%, -8 pp), and it is unchanged in the Netherlands.

QA16.3 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about
the European Union and trade barriers to imports of agricultural
products?

Agricultural imports from any origin should only enter the EU if
their production has complied with the EU's environmental and
animal welfare standards (%)
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In 25 EU Member States, a majority of respondents consider that the EU should have trade
barriers to imports of agricultural products with the exception of imports from developing
countries. Within these countries, more than seven in ten respondents agree with this statement in
Cyprus (79%), Hungary (72%) and Malta (71%). At the other end of the scale, less than half of
respondents do so in Bulgaria (41% vs. 35%), Lithuania (48% vs. 32%), and Latvia and Czechia (49%
vs. 37% in both countries).

More than three in ten respondents totally agree with this statement in Cyprus (45%), Malta (38%),
Romania (32%) and Hungary (31%).

Conversely, only a minority of respondents agree with this statement in two EU Member States:
Estonia (36% vs. 64%) and the Netherlands (43% vs. 54%).

At least one in five respondents say they do not know in Bulgaria (249%) and Lithuania (20%).

QA16.2 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about the European Union and trade barriers to
imports of agricultural products?
The EU should have trade barriers to imports of agricultural products with the exception of imports from
developing countries (%)
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Since 2017, the opinion that the EU should have trade barriers to imports of agricultural products
with the exception of imports from developing countries has gained ground in 22 EU Member States,
most dramatically in Luxembourg (65%, +20 percentage points), Denmark (52%, +12 pp) and Croatia
(67%, +11 pp). It has lost ground in four countries, most notably in Lithuania (48%, -9 pp), and it is
unchanged in Belgium.

QA16.2 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements
about the European Union and trade barriers to imports of
agricultural products?

The EU should have trade barriers to imports of agricultural
products with the exception of imports from developing
countries (%)
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Minorities of respondents in 23 EU Member States agree that the EU should have no trade
barriers to imports of agricultural products, regardless of their origin. Within these countries,
the level of agreement is the lowest in Finland (21% vs. 79%), Malta (26% vs. 61%), Ireland (27%
vs. 73%) and France (28% vs. 65%), and the highest in Estonia and Luxembourg (both 48% vs. 52%),
Cyprus (46% vs. 48%) and Croatia (46% vs. 52%).

Over three in ten respondents totally disagree with this statement in eight countries, particularly in
Slovenia (40%), Finland (39%), and Ireland and France (both 38%).

In contrast, majorities of respondents agree that the EU should have no trade barriers to imports of
agricultural products, regardless of their origin, in four EU Member States: Romania (62%), Italy
(539), Poland (49% vs. 37%) and Latvia (47% vs. 43%).

At least one in five respondents totally agree with this statement in five countries: Romania (31%),
Cyprus (25%), Italy and Latvia (both 219%), and Poland (209%).

QA16.1 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about the European Union and trade barriers to
imports of agricultural products?

The EU should have no trade barriers to imports of agricultural products, regardless of their origin (%)
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In terms of evolutions since 2017, the proportion of respondents who agree with this statement has
risen in 16 EU Member States, most notably in Croatia (46%, +17 percentage points), Romania (62%,
+13 pp), Cyprus (46%, +12 pp), Estonia (48%, +11 pp) and Luxembourg (48%, +10 pp). Conversely,
it has fallen in eight countries, particularly in Malta (26%, -21 pp), Ireland (27%, -13 pp) and Belgium
(33%, -11 pp). Finally, it is unchanged in Lithuania, Portugal and Sweden.

QA16.1 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following
statements about the European Union and trade barriers to
imports of agricultural products?

The EU should have no trade barriers to imports of
agricultural products, regardless of their origin (%)
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows that:

Respondents aged 40-54 years (90%) are more likely to agree than those aged 15-24 years
(85%) that agricultural imports from any origin should only enter the EU if their
production has complied with the EU’s environmental and animal welfare standards;

Europeans who continued education up to age 20 or beyond are the most likely to agree that
agricultural imports from any origin should only enter the EU if their production has
complied with the EU’s environmental and animal welfare standards (950% vs. 84% of
those who left school aged 15 or earlier), but the least likely to agree that the EU should
have no trade barriers to imports of agricultural products, regardless of their origin
(36% vs. 419%);

Managers are the least likely to agree that the EU should have no trade barriers to
imports of agricultural products, regardless of their origin (32%, compared with 41%
among manual workers and unemployed people), and the most likely to agree that
agricultural imports from any origin should only enter the EU if their production has
complied with the EU’s environmental and animal welfare standards (92%, compared
with 86% among manual workers, house persons, retired people and students).

Moreover, respondents who think agriculture and rural areas are important for the future in the
European Union are more likely to agree that agricultural imports from any origin should only
enter the EU if their production has complied with the EU’s environmental and animal
welfare standards (89%, compared with 72% of those who consider that agriculture and rural
areas are not important). Conversely, they are less likely to agree that the EU should have no trade
barriers to imports of agricultural products, regardless of their origin (38% vs. 48%).

The same pattern applies to respondents who consider that EU aid to farmers should increase.
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QA16 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about the
European Union and trade barriers to imports of agricultural products?

Total 'Agree’
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25-39 88 57 41
40-54 90 59 36
55 + 87 56 38
15- 84 57 41
16-19 87 60 39
20+ 90 54 36
Still studying 87 54 38
Self- employed 88 57 36
Managers 92 56 32
Other white collars 91 58 40
Manual workers 86 60 41
House persons 86 58 40
Unemployed 89 57 41
Retired 87 54 38
Students 86 53 38
Important 89 57 38
Not important 72 54 48
Increase 91 58 37
Decrease 81 56 48
No change 88 58 39

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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2 EU trade agreements and exchange of agricultural and food
products

At least six in ten Europeans say trade agreements between the EU and other countries
have been positive for EU agriculture and themselves as consumers of food products

When asked whether trade agreements between the European Union and other countries of the world,
aiming at facilitating the exchange of agricultural and food products, have been positive or negative
for EU agriculture and for themselves as consumers of food products®®, at least six in ten respondents
answer that these trade agreements have been positive:

65% of Europeans (+1 percentage point since 2017) consider that these trade agreements
have been positive for them as consumers of food products, including 12% (unchanged)
who believe they have been ‘very positive’. On the other hand, slightly less than one in five
(20%, +5 pp) say they have been negative, and 15% (-6 pp) answer ‘don’t know’;

Six in ten respondents (+1 pp) believe that trade agreements between the EU and other
countries have been positive for EU agriculture, with 12% (+1 pp) answering ‘very
positive’. Conversely, a quarter (+7 pp) see these agreements as negative, and 15% (-8 pp) do
not know.

36 QA17 Currently, there are a number of trade agreements between the European Union and other countries of the world, with the aim
among other things of facilitating the exchange of agricultural and food products. Overall, would you say that these trade agreements have
been positive or negative for ...? 1. EU agriculture; 2. You as a consumer of food products. Very positive; Fairly positive; Fairly negative; Very
negative; Don’t know.
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Large majorities of Europeans consider that these trade agreements have been positive for both EU
agriculture and themselves as consumers of food products. However, in terms of evolutions since
2017, the feeling that these trade agreements have been negative has gained ground: +7 percentage
points for EU agriculture, and +5 points for consumers of food products. So has the belief that their
impact has been positive, but to a much lesser extent: +1 point for both.

QA17 Currently, there are a number of trade agreements between the
European Union and other countries of the world, with the aim
among other things of facilitating the exchange of agricultural
and food products. Overall, would you say that these trade
agreements have been positive or negative for ...?
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A national analysis shows that, in the 27 EU Member States, a majority of respondents consider
that trade agreements between the European Union and other countries of the world have been
positive for them as consumers of food products. Respondents in Ireland and Estonia (both 90%), and
Finland (85%) are the most likely to hold this view, while those in France (41% vs. 35%), Bulgaria
(59%) and Slovenia (61%) are the least likely to do so.

At least one in five respondents think that these trade agreements have been very positive for them
as consumers in Cyprus (32%), Romania (31%), Ireland (22%) and Poland (20%).

It is worth noting that around a quarter of respondents say that they do not know in Denmark, Bulgaria
and Lithuania (all 27%), Latvia and Malta (both 25%), and France (24%).

QA17.2 ngs of facilitating the exchange of agricultural and food products. Overall, would you say that these trade agreements
have been positive or negative for ...?
You as a consumer of food products (%)
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In terms of evolutions since 2017, the share of respondents who say trade agreements between
the EU and other countries of the world have been positive for them as consumers of food products
has increased in 22 EU Member States, most strikingly in Estonia (90%, +34 percentage points),
Luxembourg (75%, +23 pp), Sweden (819%, +22 pp) and Finland (85%, +21 pp). Conversely, it has
decreased in five countries, particularly in Italy (63%, -6 pp) and Malta (70%, -5 pp).

QA17.2 Currently, there are a number of trade agreements between
the European Union and other countries of the world, with the
aim among other things of facilitating the exchange of
agricultural and food products. Overall, would you say that
these trade agreements have been positive or negative for ...7
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In 26 EU Member States, a majority of respondents say that trade agreements between the European
Union and other countries of the world have been positive for EU agriculture. Within these 26
countries, over eight in ten respondents think that way in Ireland (85%), Estonia (84%), Romania
(829%) and Cyprus (81%), while less than six in ten do so in Germany (53%), Austria (55%) and Spain,
Latvia and Bulgaria (all 58%).

More than one in five respondents believe that such trade agreements have been very positive for
EU agriculture in Cyprus (33%), Romania (32%) and Ireland (24%).

However, respondents in France are divided on this issue (39% positive vs. 39% negative).

Finally, in seven countries, at least one in five respondents say they ‘don’t know’: Lithuania (30%),
Bulgaria and Denmark (both 29%), Latvia (27%), Malta (25%), France (22%) and Czechia (20%).

QA17.1 Currently, there are a number of trade agreements between the European Union and other countries of the world, with
the aim among other things of facilitating the exchange of agricultural and food products. Overall, would you say that
these trade agreements have been positive or negative for ...?
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Since 2017, the opinion that such trade agreements have been positive for EU agriculture has gained
ground in 21 EU Member States, most strikingly in Estonia (84%, +32 percentage points), Sweden
(739%, +21 pp), Luxembourg (68%, +21 pp), Finland (72%, +15 pp), Cyprus (819%, +12 pp) and Slovenia
(61%, +10 pp). In contrast, it has lost ground in six countries, most notably in Spain (58%, -10 pp).

QA17.1 Currently, there are a number of trade agreements between the
European Union and other countries of the world, with the aim
among other things of facilitating the exchange of agricultural
and food products. Overall, would you say that these trade
agreements have been positive or negative for ...?
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Analysis of the socio-demographic data shows that over half the respondents in every socio-
demographic category consider that trade agreements between the European Union and other
countries of the world have been positive for both EU agriculture and for themselves as
consumers of food products:

Respondents aged 25-39 years are the most likely to answer that trade agreements have been
positive for both EU agriculture (64%, compared with 57% of respondents aged 55 and over)
and consumers (69%, compared with 62%);

Europeans who left school aged 15 or earlier are the least likely to say that these trade
agreements have been positive for both EU agriculture (53%, compared with 62% of those
who finished education between 16 and 19 years old) and themselves as consumers (57%,
compared with 67% of respondents who continued education up to age 20 or beyond);

Other white collar workers are the most likely to say that trade agreements have been positive
for both EU agriculture (65%, compared with 55% among retired people) and consumers
(71% vs. 60%);

Respondents who have difficulties paying their bills from time to time are the most likely to
say that these trade agreements have been positive in both areas: 68% for consumers of
food products (compared with 63% among those who have such difficulties most of the
time), and 65% for EU agriculture (vs. 58%);

Europeans who consider themselves upper class are more likely than those who say they
belong to the working class to believe that these trade agreements have been positive for both
EU agriculture (76% compared to 58%) and themselves as consumers of food products
(75% for 63%);

Respondents who live in a large town are the most likely to say that these trade agreements
have been positive both for EU agriculture (65%, compared with 57% among respondents
living in a rural village) and themselves as consumers of food products (70% vs. 64%).

Moreover, Europeans who have a positive image of the European Union are much more likely than
those who have a negative image of the EU to consider that these trade agreements have been
positive for both EU agriculture (68% compared with 44%) and consumers of food products
(74% vs. 51%).

The same pattern applies to respondents who think that agriculture and rural areas are important for
the future in the European Union; and to Europeans who believe that the CAP benefits all European
citizens: 72% consider that these trade agreements have been positive for themselves as
consumers (compared with 50% of those who disagree that the CAP benefits all Europeans), and
669% for EU agriculture (vs. 45%).
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QA17 Currently, there are a number of trade
agreements between the European Union
and other countries of the world, with the
aim among other things of facilitating the
exchange of agricultural and food products.
Overall, would you say that these trade
agreements have been positive or negative
for..?

Total 'Positive’ (% - EU)

E

g 2 p

© o T

2 83

3

EU27 60 65
15-24 63 69
25-39 64 70
40-54 61 67
55 + 57 62
Self- employed 62 70
Managers 59 66
Other white collars 65 71
Manual workers 62 67
House persons 59 61
Unemployed 57 61
Retired 56 61
Students 62 69
Most of the time 58 62
From time to time 64 68
Almost never/ Never 58 65
The working class 58 63
The lower middle class 61 65
The middle class 60 67
The upper middle class 61 71
The upper class 76 75

Subjective urbanisation

Rural village 57 63
Small/ mid size town 59 65
Large town 66 71
Image of EU
Positive 68 74
Neutral 58 64
Negative el 51
Important 61 66
Not important 52 57
Agree 66 72
Disagree 45 50

Base: all respondents (n.= 27,237)
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CONCLUSION

The vast majority of Europeans continue to believe that agriculture and rural areas in the EU are
important for their future — a view that has gained considerable ground over the last ten years. Yet
when it comes to the relationship between agriculture in the EU and climate change, perceptions are
mixed: more than two-thirds believe that EU farmers need to change the way they work to fight
climate change. The majority of Europeans agree that agriculture has already made a major
contribution in fighting climate change. While still remaining a minority, a much larger share of
respondents think that agriculture is one of the major causes of climate change. Two-thirds of
respondents are prepared to pay 10% more for agricultural products that are produced in a way that
limits their carbon footprint.

Asked how rural areas have changed in their country over the past ten years, Europeans are on
balance positive, particularly when asked about access to high-speed internet connections and the
transport infrastructure. Conversely, large shares think that health services and job opportunities in
rural areas have gotten worse over the last decade.

More than half of Europeans think that the area covered by forests has decreased compared with ten
years ago both in their country and across the EU as a whole*’. Asked about the benefits provided by
forests, around two-thirds of Europeans mention providing animals natural habitats and conserving
nature and absorbing carbon dioxide to fight climate change.

Providing safe, healthy food of high quality remains the most mentioned objective of the EU in terms
of what people think should be its focus with regards to agriculture and rural development policy,
while securing a stable supply of food in the EU ranks last of seven listed objectives. However,
securing a stable supply of food in the EU is the objective through which the largest share of
respondents think the EU is fulfilling its role via the Common Agricultural Policy.

Three-quarters of respondents think that the CAP benefits all European citizens and not only farmers
- a view that has gained considerable ground since 2017. Awareness of the Common Agricultural
Policy has also continued to increase, now with nearly three-quarters of respondents who have heard
of it, although only very few know the details.

Almost all consider each of the various priorities of the CAP as important, particularly ‘securing a
stable supply of food in the EU’, ‘ensuring sustainable management of natural resources’,
‘strengthening the farmer’s role in the food chain’ and ‘helping to fight climate change’. Moreover,
the vast majority of Europeans agree that the CAP contributes to each of these areas.

A much larger share of Europeans think that the amount of financial support that the EU gives to
farmers to support their incomes is too low, and a majority would now like to see the EU financial
support to farmers increase, up by 27 percentage points since the question was first asked in 2007.
Furthermore, almost all respondents are in favour of continued EU subsidy payments to farmers for
carrying out agricultural practices beneficial to the climate and the environment.

When buying food products, more than eight in ten respondents give importance to a short supply
chain, knowing the geographical area of the products’ origin, a specific label ensuring the quality and
respect for local tradition and "know-how". Regarding quality labels, 56% know the organic farming
logo, after a 29-percentage point increase since 2017. The Fairtrade (40%)*® and protected
geographical indication (20%) logos are the only other logos recognised by at least one in five
respondents.

37 In fact, the EU forested area has expanded by an area larger than the whole of Slovenia in the last ten years.
38 Please note this is not an EU logo.
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Although more than nine in ten Europeans agree that food products coming from organic agriculture
are more expensive than other food products, at least two-thirds of respondents associate organic
products with higher standards, better environmental practice, higher animal welfare, better quality,
safety and taste. However, around four in ten respondents experience difficulty to find organic
products in the area where they live.

At least six in ten respondents say trade agreements between the EU and other countries of the world
have been positive both for EU agriculture and themselves as consumers of food products. Nearly
nine in ten respondents consider that agricultural imports from any origin should only enter the EU if
their production has complied with the EU’s environmental and animal welfare standards and a
majority is also in favour of trade barriers with the exception of imports from developing countries.
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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

Between the 3™ August and 15" September 2020, Kantar carried out the wave 93.2 of the
EUROBAROMETER survey, at the request of the European Commission, Directorate-General for
Communication, “Media monitoring and Eurobarometer” Unit.

The wave 93.2 covers the population of the respective nationalities of the European Union Member
States, resident in each of the 27 Member States and aged 15 years and over.

The basic sample design applied in all States is a multi-stage, random (probability) one. In each
country, a number of sampling points was drawn with probability proportional to population size (for
a total coverage of the country) and to population density.

In order to do so, the sampling points were drawn systematically from each of the "administrative
regional units", after stratification by individual unit and type of area. They thus represent the whole
territory of the countries surveyed according to the EUROSTAT NUTS Il (or equivalent) and according
to the distribution of the resident population of the respective nationalities in terms of metropolitan,
urban and rural areas.

In each of the selected sampling points, a starting address was drawn, at random. Further addresses
(every N address) were selected by standard "random route" procedures, from the initial address. In
each household, the respondent was drawn, at random (following the "closest birthday rule"). If no
one answered the interviewer in a household, or if the respondent selected was not available (not
present or busy), the interviewer revisited the same household up to three additional times (four
contact attempts in total). Interviewers never indicate that the survey is conducted on behalf of the
European Commission beforehand; they may give this information once the survey is completed, upon
request.

The recruitment phase was slightly different in the Netherlands and Denmark. In these countries, a
sample of addresses within each areal sampling point (1km? grid) were selected from the address or
population register. The selection of addresses was done in a random manner. Households were then
contacted by telephone and recruited to take part in the survey.
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N° FIELDWORK POPULATION|PROPORTION
COUNTRIES INSTITUTES INTERVIEWS DATES 15+ EU27
BE Belgium Kantar Belgium (Kantar TNS) 981 13/08/2020 | 15/09/2020 | 5,188,369 2.45%
BG Bulgaria Kantar TNS BBSS 1,057 | 03/08/2020 | 24/08/2020 | 5,995,194 1.60%
cz Czechia Kantar CZ 1,027 | 04/08/2020 | 24/08/2020 | 8,956,740 2.39%
DK Denmark Kantar Gallup 1,022 | 07/08/2020 | 03/09/2020 | 4,848,611 1.29%
DE Germany Kantar Deutschland 1,527 | 05/08/2020 | 07/09/2020 | 71,728,398 19.10%
EE Estonia Kantar Emor 1,104 | 17/08/2020 | 31/08/2020 | 1,073,224 0.29%
IE Ireland Kantar Belgium 1,239 | 27/08/2020 | 15/09/2020 | 3,896,482 1.04%
EL Greece Taylor Nelson Sofres Market 1,016  |07/08/2020 | 30/08/2020 | 9,187,524 2.45%
Research
ES Spain NS '"Vesngzcr')‘i’r:‘iédne Mercados y 1,049  |13/08/2020 | 15/09/2020 | 40,006,943 10.65%
FR France Kantar Public France 1,001 03/08/2020 | 31/08/2020 | 52,732,499 14.04%
HR Croatia Hendal 1,019 | 05/08/2020 | 24/08/2020 | 3,488,460 0.93%
i Italy Kantar Italia 1,021 | 04/08/2020 | 26/08/2020 | 52,397,331 13.95%
cY Rep. OfCyprus CYMAR MarketR esearch 505 03/08/2020 | 01/09/2020 | 734,695 0.20%
LV Latvia Kantar TNS Latvia 1,024 | 06/08/2020 | 01/09/2020 | 1,568,124 0.42%
LT Lithuania TNS LT 1,008 | 10/08/2020 | 03/09/2020 | 2,300,257 0.61%
LU Luxembourg Kantar Belgium 608 20/08/2020 | 15/09/2020 | 503,275 0.13%
HU Hungary Kantar Hoffmann 1,058 | 08/08/2020 | 24/08/2020 | 8,351,017 2.22%
MT Malta MISCO International 502 05/08/2020 | 31/08/2020 | 426,055 0.11%
NL Netherlands TNS NIPO 1,086 | 05/08/2020 | 31/08/2020 | 14,165,638 3.77%
AT Austria Das Osterreichische Gallup Institut 1,008 07/08/2020 | 23/08/2020 | 7,580,083 2.02%
PL Poland Kantar Polska 1,057 | 03/08/2020 | 25/08/2020 | 32,139,021 8.56%
PT Portugal Marktest - Marketing, Organizacdo | ) 4e; | 65/08/2020 | 30/08/2020 | 8,869,051 2.36%
e Formacao
RO R omania Centrul Pentru Studierea Opinieisi| 105 | 531082020 | 30/08/2020 | 16,372,216 4.36%
Pietei (CSOP)

S| Slovenia Mediana DO O 1,011 | 04/08/2020 | 19/08/2020 | 1,767,202 0.47%
SK Slovakia Kantar Slovakia 1,046 | 06/08/2020 | 23/08/2020 | 4,592,379 1.22%
Fi Finland Kantar TNS Oy 1,009  |20/08/2020 | 03/09/2020 | 4,488,064 1.20%
SE Sweden Kantar Sifo 998 18/08/2020 | 10/09/2020 | 8,149,850 1.90%
TOTAL EU27 | 27,237 | 03/08/2020 | 15/09/2020 | 375,506,702 100%*

* It should be noted that the total percentage shown in this table may exceed 100% due to rounding
** Recruitments in Luxembourg, Ireland, Belgium and Spain are carried out by R onin International, Kantar Belgium, Kantar Spain, Infas and
GDCC. Non-probabilistic sample in Luxembourg and Ireland was randomly drawn from Kantar’s LifeP oints panel
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N° OF CAPI N° OF CAWI TOTAL N°

COUNTRIES INTERVIEWS | INTERVIEWS | INTERVIEWS
BE Belgium 388 593 981
BG Bulgaria 1,057 1,057
Ccz Czechia 1,027 1,027
DK Denmark 936 86 1,022
DE Germany 1,527 1,527
EE Estonia 1104 1,104
IE Ireland 1239 1,239
EL Greece 1,016 1,016
ES Spain 302 747 1,049
FR France 1,001 1,001
HR Croatia 1,019 1,019
IT Italy 1,021 1,021
cY Rep. Of Cyprus 505 505
LV Latvia 1,024 1,024
LT Lithuania 1,008 1,008
LU Luxembourg 608 608
HU Hungary 1,058 1,058
MT Malta 502 502
NL Netherlands 754 332 1,086
AT Austria 1,008 1,008
PL Poland 1,057 1,057
PT Portugal 1,061 1,061
RO Romania 1,103 1,103
Sl Slovenia 1,011 1,011
SK Slovakia 1,046 1,046
Fl Finland 1,099 1,099
SE Sweden 998 998

TOTAL EU27 20,431 6,806 27,237

CAPI : Computer-Assisted Personal interviewing
CAWI : Computer-Assisted Web interviewing

Consequences of the coronavirus pandemic on fieldwork

Where feasible, interviews were conducted face-to-face in people's homes or on their doorstep and
in the appropriate national language. In all countries where face-to-face interviewing was feasible
CAPI (Computer Assisted Personal Interviewing) was used. At the start of the fieldwork it was intended
that interviewers offer respondents the possibility to answer the question online, if they were
reluctant to do it face-to-face. Eventually this option was not needed (except in Denmark and
Netherlands), as the number of required interviews could be reached through regular face-to-face
interviewing. For all interviews conducted face-to-face, hygiene and physical distancing measures
were respected in line with government regulations, and whenever possible, interviews were

conducted outside homes, on doorsteps, to remain in open air and maintain social distance.

In Netherlands and Denmark, face-to-face interviewing was feasible, but it was not possible to
reach the target number of interviews within the fieldwork period. Therefore, to reach the target
number of interviews within the fieldwork period an online survey was offered to those who refused
the face-to-face option at the telephone recruitment stage. As a result, data collection was made
through interviews via CAPI and CAWI modes.
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Due to the coronavirus pandemic, face-to-face interviews were not possible in Belgium,
Estonia, Finland, Ireland, Luxembourg and Spain. In these countries, interviews were conducted
online using Computer-Assisted Web Interviewing (CAWI). However, at a later stage during the
fieldwork, face-to-face interviews became feasible in Belgium and Spain. As a result 388 and 302
interviews were conducted face-to-face.

The online design in each country differed based on what was feasible within the fieldwork period. In
all but Luxembourg the online sample was based on a probabilistic sample design: in other terms,
respondents were recruited in a probabilistic random manner, ensuring that all individuals in this
country have an equal chance to be interviewed.

In Belgium, Ireland and Spain, respondents were recruited by telephone via a probabilistic dual
frame sample of telephone numbers, drawn from national telephone numbering plan.

In Luxembourg, the same approach was implemented. However, the observed response rates were
not sufficient to achieve the target sample size in the fieldwork period, so this sample was
supplemented with a non-probabilistic sample randomly drawn from Kantar’'s LifePoints panel. In
total 155 interviews were conducted via the probabilistic sample and 453 via the LifePoints panel in
Luxembourg. The sample for Ireland was also supplemented from the same panel but to a lesser
extent (349 interviews).

In Estonia, Finland and Sweden, only people randomly selected through a probabilistically drawn
sample were interviewed online.

In Estonia and Finland, the respondents are recruited through a telephone survey. In Estonia a dual
frame random sample is drawn from the national telephone numbering plan whilst in Finland and
Sweden a random sample is drawn from the telephone register.

! See also the case of Sweden detailed above.
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Margins of error

Readers are reminded that survey results are estimations, the accuracy of which, everything being
equal, rests upon the sample size and upon the observed percentage. With samples of about 1,000
interviews, the real percentages vary within the following confidence limits:

Statistical Margins due to the sampling process
(at the 95% level of confidence)

various sample sizes are in rows various observed results are in columns

5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%
9506 90% B85% B80% 75% 70% 65% 60% S55% 50%

N=s0| 60 | 83 | 99 | 111 | 120 | 127 | 132 | 136 | 138 | 139 N=50
N=500| 19 | 26 | 31 | 35 | 38 | 40 | 42 | 43 | 44 44 |N=500
N=1000 14 | 19 22 | 25 | 27 |28 | 30 | 30 | 31 3.1 N=1000
N-1500| 11 | 15 18 | 20 | 22 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 25 | 25 N=1500
N=2000] 10 | 13 16 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 21 | 22 | 22 N=2000
N=3000] 08 | 11 @ 13 | 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 18 | 18 N=3000
N=4000| 07 | 09 | 11 | 12 | 13 | 14 | 15 | 15 | 15 | 15 |N-4000
N=5000| 06 | 08 10 | 11 | 12 | 13 | 13 | 14 | 14 | 14 N=5000
N=6000| 06 | 08 09 | 10 | 11 | 12 | 12 | 12 | 13 | 13 N=5000
N=7000] 05 | 07 @ 08 | 09 | 10 | 11 | 11 | 11 | 12 | 12 |N=7000
N=7500] 05 | 07 08 | 09 | 10 | 10 | 11 | 11 | 11 | 11 N=7500
N=8000| 05 | 07 08 | 09 | 09 | 10 | 10 | 11 | L1 | 11 N=BOOO
N=9000| 05 | 06 07 | 08 | 09 | 09 | 10 | 10 | 10 | 10 N=9000
N-10000| 04 | 06 | 07 | 08 | 08 | 09 | 09 | 10 | 10 | 10 |N-10000
N=11000] 04 | 06 | 07 | 07 | 08 | 09 | 09 | 09 | 09 & 09 N-11000
N=12000] 04 | 05 06 | 07 | 08 | 08 | 09 | 09 | 09 09 |N=12000
N-13000] 04 | 05 | 06 | 07 | 07 | 08 | 08 | 08 | 09 09 |N-13000
N=14000| 04 | 05 | 06 | 07 | 07 | 08 | 08 | 08 | 08 | 08 |N-14000
N=15000| 03 | 05 | 06 | 06 | 07 | 07 | 08 | 08 | 08 | 08 |N=15000
S% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%

95% 90% B8S% BO% 75% 70% 65% 60% S55%  S50%
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QUESTIONNAIRE

ASK ALL

Ql Do you think that, in the EU, agriculture and rural areas are ... for our future?
(READ OUT — ONE ANSWER ONLY)
Very important
Fairly important
Not very important
Not at all important
DK
EB88.4.QC1

U A WNH

Q2 Have you ever heard of the support that the EU gives farmers through its
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)?
(READ OUT — ONE ANSWER ONLY)
Yes, and you know the details
Yes, but you don’t really know the details
No, you have never heard of it

DK
EB88.4 QC2

AWN B

Q3 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement: the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) benefits all European citizens and not
only farmers.

(READ OUT — ONE ANSWER ONLY)
Totally agree
Tend to agree
Tend to disagree
Totally disagree

DK
EB88.4 QC3

Uu BN WNH

Q4 In your opinion, which of the following should be the main objectives of the EU
in terms of agriculture and rural development policy?
(SHOW SCREEN — READ OUT - ROTATE - MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE)
Ensuring a fair standard of living for farmers
Creating growth and jobs in rural areas
Ensuring reasonable food prices for consumers
Securing a stable supply of food in the EU
Ensuring a sustainable way to produce food
Protecting the environment and tackling climate change
Providing safe, healthy food of high quality
Other (SPONTANEQUS)

DK
EB88.4 QC4

OCoONIOOTUTDNNWNKF
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Q5 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is
fulfilling its role in... ?
(SHOW SCREEN — READ OUT - ROTATE - ONE ANSWER PER LINE)
Totally Tend to Tend to Totally DK
agree agree disagree disagree
1 Ensuring a fair standard of living 1 5 3 4 5
for farmers
5 Creating growth and jobs in rural 1 5 2 4 5
areas
3 Ensuring reasonable food prices 1 5 3 4 5
for consumers
4 Securing a stable supply of food in 1 5 3 4 5
the EU
5 Ensuring a sustainable way to 1 5 3 4 5
produce food
6 Prote.ctlng‘the environment and 1 5 3 4 5
tackling climate change
5 P.rowdlng.safe, healthy food of 1 5 3 4 5
high quality
EB 88.4 QC5
Q6 What do you think should be the two main responsibilities of farmers in our society?
(SHOW SCREEN — READ OUT - ROTATE — MAX. 2 ANSWERS)
Protecting the environment and tackling climate change 1
Creating growth and jobs in rural areas 2
Securing a stable supply of food in the EU 3
Providing safe, healthy food of high quality 4
Supplying the population with a diversity of quality products 5
Ensuring the welfare of farmed animals 6
Encouraging and improving life in the countryside 7
Other (SPONTANEQUS) 8
DK 9
EB88.4 QC6

Q2
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504

Questionnaire

Q7 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy
(CAP) are?
(SHOW SCREEN - READ OUT - ROTATE - ONE ANSWER PER LINE)
Very Fairly Not very Not at all
) ) . . DK
important important important important
Developing research and digital
1 | solutions to support the agriculture 1 2 3 4 5
and food sectors (M)
Strengthening the farmer's role in
2 the food chain ! 2 3 4 >
3 Encourgglng young people to enter 1 > 3 4 5
the agricultural sector
Boosting investment and growth,
and increasing the number of jobs
4 in the agriculture and food sectors ! 2 3 4 >
(N)
5 Help tackle climate change (N) 1 2 3 4 5
Securing a stable supply of food in
6 the EU (N) 1 2 3 4 5
5 Ensuring sustainable management 1 5 3 4 5
of natural resources (N)
Reducing disparities in the
8 | development of different regions 1 2 3 4 5
and territories of the EU (N)
EB88.4 QC7 item 1 trend modified, 2-3 trend, item 4-8 are NEW
Q8 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to...?
(SHOW SCREEN - READ OUT - ROTATE - ONE ANSWER PER LINE)
Totally Tend to Tend to Totally DK
agree agree disagree disagree
Developing research, and digital
1 solutions to support the agriculture 1 2 3 4 5
and food sectors (N)
Strengthening the farmer's role in
2 the food chain (N) ! 2 3 4 >
Encouraging young people to enter
5 the agricultural sector (N) ! 2 3 4 >
Boosting investment and growth,
4 | and increasing the number of jobs 1 2 3 4 5
in the agriculture and food sectors
5 Help tackle climate change (N) 1 2 3 4 5
Securing a stable supply of food in
© |theEUN) . ’ 5 4 >
7 Ensuring sustainable management 1 5 3 4 5
of natural resources (N)
Reducing disparities in the
8 | development of different regions 1 2 3 4 5
and territories of the EU (N)

EB88.4 QC8 item 4 trend, 1-3, 5-8 are NEW

Q3
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Questionnaire

Q9 The EU gives financial support to farmers to help stabilise their incomes. This aid
represents around 1% of the combined public expenditure of the 27 Member States of
the EU and around 35% of the total EU budget. Do you think that this support is too low,
about right or too high? (M)
(ONE ANSWER ONLY)

Too low
About right
Too high

DK
EB88.4 QC9 (no. Member States and % updated)

A WNH

Q10 What do you think are the main reasons why the EU spends a significant proportion of its
budget (around 35% of the total EU budget) on the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)? (M)
(SHOW SCREEN - READ OUT — ROTATE - MAX. 2 ANSWERS)
Agriculture is a sector financed almost entirely by the EU budget, rather than at
national or local level
Financial aid to farmers makes it possible to guarantee the food supply of Europeans 2
Agriculture requires heavy human and financial investments 3
Financial aid to farmers makes it possible to ensure sustainable farming 4
The production of food products in the EU is more expensive than in other countries, 5
because of stricter standards, e.g. animal welfare

[y

Addressing the environment and climate change issues in rural areas
Other (SPONTANEQUS)
None, this proportion is not justifiable (SPONTANEOUS)

DK
EB88.4 QC10 (% updated)

O 00N

Qll And over the next 10 years, would you like to see an increase, decrease or no change in
EU financial support to farmers?
(ONE ANSWER ONLY)
Increase
Decrease
No change

DK
EB88.4 QC11

DN WN -

Q4
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Q12

How important or not are the following factors in your decision to buy food

products?

(SHOW SCREEN - READ OUT — ROTATE - ONE ANSWER PER LINE)

504

Questionnaire

Very Fairly Not very Not at all | You do not DK
important | important | important | important buy food
products
(SP.)
They come from a
1 | geographical area 1 2 3 4 5
that you know
They respect local
2 | tradition and "know- 1 2 3 4 5
how"
They have a specific
label ensuring the
3 quality of the ! 2 3 4 >
product
They are part of a
short supply chain,
i.e. when distances
4 |are short or there are 1 5 3 4 5

few intermediaries
between food
producers and
consumers (N)

EB88.4 QC13 item, 1-3, item 4 NEW

Q5
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Questionnaire
Q13  Which of these logos are you aware of?
(SHOW SCREEN - MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE)

lv
LOGO 1 (Organic farming)

2v
LOGO 2 (Fairtrade) Il

3!
LOGO 3 (Protected designation of origin)

4,
LOGO 4 (Protected geographical indication)

5,
LOGO 5 (Traditional specialty guaranteed)
None (SPONTANEQUS) 6
DK 7

EB88.4 QC14

Q6



Europeans, Agriculture and the CAP
504

August-September 2020

Questionnaire

Q14 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming
from « organic » agriculture...?
(SHOW SCREEN - READ OUT — ROTATE - ONE ANSWER PER LINE)

Totally Tend to Tend to Totally DK
agree agree disagree disagree

1 They are safer than other food 1 5 3 4 5
products

5 They are of better quality than other 1 5 3 4 5
food products

3 They are more expensive than other 1 5 3 4 5
food products

4 They taste better than other food 1 5 2 4 5
products
They are produced with better

5 | environmental practice than other 1 2 3 4 5
food products
They comply with specific rules on

6 pesticides, fertilisers, and antibiotics ! 2 3 4 >
They respect higher animal welfare

/ standards than other food products ! 2 3 4 >
They are difficult to find in the

8 | supermarkets, shops or markets in 1 2 3 4 5
the area where you live

NEW

Q15 The EU is currently making subsidy payments to farmers for carrying out agricultural
practices beneficial to the climate and the environment. Are you in favour or opposed to
the EU continuing to do so?
(READ OUT - ONE ANSWER ONLY)

Totally in favour
Somewhat in favour
Somewhat opposed
Totally opposed

DK
EB88.4 QC18

U DN WNH-

Q7
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Int.: Now | would like to ask you a question about international trade in agricultural products.

Q16

504

Questionnaire

| am going to read you some statements about the European Union and trade barriers
to imports of agricultural products. Do you agree or disagree with each of the following

statements?

(SHOW SCREEN - READ OUT — ROTATE - ONE ANSWER PER LINE)

Totally | Tendto | Tendto Totally DK
agree agree | disagree | disagree
The EU should have no trade barriers to
1 imports of agricultural products, regardless 1 2 3 4 5
of their origin
The EU should have trade barriers to
imports of agricultural products with the
2 . ; \ 1 2 3 4 5
exception of imports from developing
countries
Agricultural imports from any origin should
3 only enter the EU if their production has 1 5 3 4 5
complied with the EU’s environmental and
animal welfare standards (M)

EB88.4 QC19 item 1-2 trend, item 3 modified

Q17 Currently, there are a number of trade agreements between the European Union and
other countries of the world, with the aim among other things of facilitating the
exchange of agricultural and food products. Overall, would you say that these trade
agreements have been positive or negative for ...?

(SHOW SCREEN - READ OUT — ROTATE - ONE ANSWER PER LINE)
Very Fairly Fairly Very DK
positive | positive negative | negative
1 EU agriculture 1 2 3 4 5
2 | You as a consumer of food products 1 2 3 4 5
EB88.4 QC20

Q8
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Questionnaire

Q18 Overall, how would you rate the following in rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY)?
(SHOW SCREEN - READ OUT — ROTATE - ONE ANSWER PER LINE)
Very Fairly Fairly Very bad DK
good good bad
1 | Job opportunities 1 2 3 4 5
2 Educational facilities 1 2 3 4 5
3 Health services 1 2 3 4 5
4 Access tp high-speed internet 1 5 3 4 5
connections
5 Acgess to leisure and cultural 1 5 2 4 5
activities
6 | The environment and landscape 1 2 3 4 5
Transport infrastructure connecting
7 | to cities (quality of the roads and 1 2 3 4 5
public transport)
NEW
Q19 Compared with ten years ago, would you say things have improved, got worse or
stayed about the same in rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY) when it comes to...?
(SHOW SCREEN - READ OUT - ROTATE - ONE ANSWER PER LINE)
Improved Got Stayed DK
worse about
the same
1 Job opportunities 1 2 3 4
2 Educational facilities 1 2 3 4
3 Health services 1 2 3 4
4 | Access to high-speed internet connections 1 2 3 4
5 | Access to leisure and cultural activities 1 2 3 4
6 | The environment and landscape 1 2 3 4
7 Transport infrastructure connecting to cities 1 5 3 4
(quality of the roads and public transport)
NEW

Qs
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Questionnaire

Q20 Compared with ten years ago, do you think that the area covered by forests has
increased, stayed the same or decreased...
(SHOW SCREEN — READ OUT — ROTATE - ONE ANSWER PER LINE)
Increased Stayed Decreased | DK
the same
1 | In (OUR COUNTRY) 1 2 3 4
2 | Across the EU as a whole 1 2 3 4
NEW
Q21 What do you think are the most important benefits provided by forests?
(SHOW SCREEN — READ OUT — ROTATE — MAX 3 ANSWERS)
Providing healthy leisure activities 1
Providing wood to produce furniture, paper or construction material 2
Providing animals natural habitats, preserving the different types of animals and 3
plants and conserving nature
Providing renewable energy using wood as fuel 4
Protecting people from natural disasters such as floods and avalanches 5
Contributing to jobs and rural development 6
Absorbing carbon dioxide, contributing to fight climate change and its detrimental 7
effects
All of them (SPONTANEQUS) 8
None (SPONTANEQUS) 9
DK 10
EB84.2 QC13
Q22 Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with each of the following statements
about agriculture and climate change?
(SHOW SCREEN — READ OUT - ROTATE - ONE ANSWER PER LINE)
Totally Tend to Tend to Totally DK
agree agree disagree | disagree
1 Agnculture is one of the major causes of 1 5 3 4 5
climate change
EU farmers need to change the way
they work in order to fight climate
2 change even if that means that EU ! 2 3 4 >
agriculture will be less competitive
3 Agriculture has already made a major 1 5 3 4 5
contribution in fighting climate change
You are prepared to pay 10% mare for
4 _agncultural prqdl_Jcts th_at are produced 1 5 3 4 5
in a way that limits their carbon
footprint (M)

EB72.5 QB12 (2010) item 1-3 trend, item 4 modified

Q10
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for our future?

Do you think that, in the EU, agriculture and rural areas are ...
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QA2 Have you ever heard of the support that the EU gives farmers through its Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)?
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QA3 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement: the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) benefits

all European citizens and not only farmers.
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QA5.1 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in ...?7

Ensuring a fair standard of living for farmers (%)
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QA5.2 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in ...?7

Creating growth and jobs in rural areas (%)
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QA5.3 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in ...?7

Ensuring reasonable food prices for consumers (%)
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QA5.4 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in ...?7

Securing a stable supply of food in the EU (%)
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QA5.5 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in ...?7

Ensuring a sustainable way to produce food (%)
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QA5.6 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in ...?7

Protecting the environment and tackling climate change (%)
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QA5.7 To what extent do you think the EU through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is fulfilling its role in ...?7

Providing safe, healthy food of high quality (%)
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QA6 What do you think should be the two main responsibilities of farmers in our society?
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QA7.1 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?

Developing research and digital solutions to support the agriculture and food sectors (%)
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QA7.2 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?

Strengthening the farmer's role in the food chain (%)
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QA7.3 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?

Encouraging young people to enter the agricultural sector (%)
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QA7.4 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?
Boosting investment and growth, and increasing the number of jobs in the agriculture and food sectors (%)
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QA7.5 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?
Help tackle climate change (%)
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QA7.6 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?
Securing a stable supply of food in the EU (%)
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QA7.7 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?
Ensuring sustainable management of natural resources (%)
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QA7.8 How important do you think the following priorities of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are?
Reducing disparities in the development of different regions and territories of the EU (%)
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QA8.1 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to ...?
Developing research, and digital solutions to support the agriculture and food sectors (%)
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QA8.2 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to ...?
Strengthening the farmer's role in the food chain (%)
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QA8.3 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to ...?
Encouraging young people to enter the agricultural sector (%)
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?

QA8.4 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to ...7

Boosting investment and growth, and increasing the number of jobs in the agriculture and food sectors (%)
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QA8.5 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to ...?
Help tackle climate change (%)
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QAB8.6 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to ...?
Securing a stable supply of food in the EU (%)
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QAB8.7 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to ...?
Ensuring sustainable management of natural resources (%)
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QAB8.8 Do you agree or not that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) contributes to ...?
Reducing disparities in the development of different regions and territories of the EU (%)
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QA9 The EU gives financial support to farmers to help stabilise their incomes. This aid represents around 1% of the
combined public expenditure of the 27 Member States of the EU and around 35% of the total EU budget. Do you think
that this support is too low, about right or too high?
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QA10 What do you think are the main reasons why the EU spends a significant proportion of its budget (around 35% of the

total EU budget) on the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)?
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QA11 And over the next 10 years, would you like to see an increase, decrease or no change in EU financial support to

farmers?
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How important or not are the following factors in your decision to buy food products?

They come from a geographical area that you know (%)
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QA12.2 How important or not are the following factors in your decision to buy food products?

They respect local tradition and "know-how" (%)
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QA12.3 How important or not are the following factors in your decision to buy food products?

They have a specific label ensuring the quality of the product (%)
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QA12.4 How important or not are the following factors in your decision to buy food products?
They are part of a short supply chain, i.e. when distances are short or there are few intermediaries between
food producers and consumers (%)
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QA13 Which of the logos are you aware of?
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QA14.1 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming from « organic » agriculture ...?
They are safer than other food products (%)
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QA14.2 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming from « organic » agriculture ...?
They are of better quality than other food products (%)

° © i o ¥

g 5 > ) 3 ¢ S

=) ® 2 3 g o) ©

> o © _6 4+ < 5

= - o > - -

£ 2 5 = S £ s

o i) =

: = 5 o - = o

VA - | 28 46 18 4 4 74 22

I | 19 55 21 4 1 74 25

BG mmm 36 39 10 3 12 75 13

cZ b 24 47 17 4 8 71 21

DK mmm 26 42 21 8 3 68 29

pe HE 29 46 18 4 3 75 22

FE 16 51 28 5 0 67 33

. 27 50 20 3 0 77 23

ELE 45 38 13 2 2 83 15

S 30 51 16 2 1 81 18

R B 17 41 25 9 8 58 34

HR o 33 44 18 2 3 77 20

T Wi 33 48 12 2 5 81 14

cy = 49 40 5 1 5 89 6

[AVAR— 37 40 14 3 6 77 17

LT 23 49 20 3 5 72 23

U 22 49 24 5 0 71 29
—

HU 40 41 11 3 5 81 14

Vi | 26 55 9 0 10 81 9
L

NL 16 44 30 7 3 60 37
—

AT 43 39 14 3 1 82 17

PL 33 47 10 3 7 80 13

T ER 29 58 6 1 6 87 7

rRo K1 38 39 16 2 5 77 18

S Emm 42 37 17 2 2 79 19

SK G 23 51 14 2 10 74 16

FI 9 48 39 4 0 57 43

SE  mmm 16 53 23 8 0 69 31

138



Europeans, Agriculture and the CAP
504

August - September 2020
Tables

QA14.3 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming from « organic » agriculture ...?
They are more expensive than other food products (%)
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QA14.4 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming from « organic » agriculture ...?
They taste better than other food products (%)
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QA14.5 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming from « organic » agriculture ...?
They are produced with better environmental practice than other food products (%)
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QA14.6 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming from « organic » agriculture ...?
They comply with specific rules on pesticides, fertilisers, and antibiotics (%)
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QA14.7 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming from « organic » agriculture ...?
They respect higher animal welfare standards than other food products (%)
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QA14.8 Do you agree or not with the following statements related to food products coming from « organic » agriculture ...?
They are difficult to find in the supermarkets, shops or markets in the area where you live (%)
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QA15 The EU is currently making subsidy payments to farmers for carrying out agricultural practices beneficial to the climate

and the environment. Are you in favour or opposed to the EU continuing to do so?
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Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about the European Union and trade barriers to

imports of agricultural products?

QA16.1

The EU should have no trade barriers to imports of agricultural products, regardless of their origin (%)
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QA16.2 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about the European Union and trade barriers to

imports of agricultural products?

The EU should have trade barriers to imports of agricultural products with the exception of imports from

developing countries (%)
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QA16.3 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about the European Union and trade barriers to

imports of agricultural products?

Agricultural imports from any origin should only enter the EU if their production has complied with the EU's

environmental and animal welfare standards (%)
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QA17.1 Currently, there are a number of trade agreements between the European Union and other countries of the world,
with the aim among other things of facilitating the exchange of agricultural and food products. Overall, would you
say that these trade agreements have been positive or negative for ...?

EU agriculture (%)
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QA17.2 Currently, there are a number of trade agreements between the European Union and other countries of the world,
with the aim among other things of facilitating the exchange of agricultural and food products. Overall, would you
say that these trade agreements have been positive or negative for ...?

You as a consumer of food products (%)
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QA18.1 Overall, how would you rate the following in rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY)?
Job opportunities (%)
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QA18.2 Overall, how would you rate the following in rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY)?
Educational facilities (%)
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QA18.3 Overall, how would you rate the following in rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY)?
Health services (%)
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QA18.4 Overall, how would you rate the following in rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY)?
Access to high-speed internet connections (%)
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QA18.5 Overall, how would you rate the following in rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY)?
Access to leisure and cultural activities (%)
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QA18.6 Overall, how would you rate the following in rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY)?
The environment and landscape (%)
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QA18.7 Overall, how would you rate the following in rural areas in (OUR COUNTRY)?
Transport infrastructure connecting to cities (quality of the roads and public transport) (%)
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QA19.1 Compared with ten years ago, would you say things have improved, got worse or stayed about the same in rural
areas in (OUR COUNTRY) when it comes to ...?
Job opportunities (%)
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QA19.2 Compared with ten years ago, would you say things have improved, got worse or stayed about the same in rural
areas in (OUR COUNTRY) when it comes to ...?
Educational facilities (%)
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QA19.3 Compared with ten years ago, would you say things have improved, got worse or stayed about the same in rural
areas in (OUR COUNTRY) when it comes to ...?
Health services (%)
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QA19.4 Compared with ten years ago, would you say things have improved, got worse or stayed about the same in rural
areas in (OUR COUNTRY) when it comes to ...?
Access to high-speed internet connections (%)
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QA19.5 Compared with ten years ago, would you say things have improved, got worse or stayed about the same in rural
areas in (OUR COUNTRY) when it comes to ...?
Access to leisure and cultural activities (%)
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QA19.6 Compared with ten years ago, would you say things have improved, got worse or stayed about the same in rural
areas in (OUR COUNTRY) when it comes to ...?
The environment and landscape (%)
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QA19.7 Compared with ten years ago, would you say things have improved, got worse or stayed about the same in rural
areas in (OUR COUNTRY) when it comes to ...?
Transport infrastructure connecting to cities (quality of the roads and public transport) (%)
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QA20.1 Compared with ten years ago, do you think that the area covered by forests has increased, stayed the same or
decreased...
In (OUR COUNTRY) (%)

g
g £ z

5]

wv
Py : | 10 29 56 5
I | 27 63 2
BG 2 10 82 6
cz b 25 66 5
DK B 25 43 25 7
pe N 6 26 64 4
EE - 8 24 68 0
e BE 35 33 32 0
I — 3 14 82 1
S = 9 20 69 2
rrB1 10 27 55 8
HR i 6 29 63 2
T Wi 42 43 6
Y = 13 18 65 4
AV — 21 66 5
T 6 19 69 6
U 34 58 0
HU 16 38 39 7
Vi | 12 62 23
NL 17 33 48 2
AT o 8 52 36 4
PL o 16 36 39 9
T ER 3 16 75 6
ro K1 5 27 66 2
S 16 28 53 3
SK 3 17 76 4
FI 13 48 39 0
SE  mmm 28 33 39 0
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QA20.2 Compared with ten years ago, do you think that the area covered by forests has increased, stayed the same or
decreased...
Across the EU as a whole (%)

g
g £ z

=

wv
Py : | 7 27 53 13
I | 7 22 69 2
BG 3 22 43 32
cz b 3 28 52 17
DK B 8 31 35 26
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EE - 3 26 71 0
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I — 3 22 67 8
S = 9 24 61 6
rrB1 6 17 57 20
HR i 6 31 52 11
T Wi 9 42 37 12
AE 11 16 52 21
AV — 4 18 47 31
T 5 24 48 23
U 9 19 71 1
HU 13 38 32 17
Vi | 5 17 43 35
NL 7 18 70 5

AT o 5 40 47

PL 14 36 30 20
T ER 2 28 44 26
ro K1 11 35 42 12
S 8 26 51 15
SK 3 21 64 12
FI 5 41 54 0
SE  mmm 9 23 67 1
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What do you think are the most important benefits provided by forests?

(%)
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Tables

QA22.1 Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about agriculture and climate
change?
Agriculture is one of the major causes of climate change (%)
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August - September 2020

QA22.2 Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about agriculture and climate

change?

EU farmers need to change the way they work in order to fight climate change even if that means that EU

agriculture will be less competitive (%)
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August - September 2020

QA22.3 Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about agriculture and climate

change?

Agriculture has already made a major contribution in fighting climate change (%)
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August - September 2020

QA22.4 Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about agriculture and climate

change?

You are prepared to pay 10% more for agricultural products that are produced in a way that limits their

carbon footprint (%)
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