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With this edition of Andalusia Basic Data 2001, the Institute of Statistics of
Andalusia brings out, after eight years in a row, one of the repertoires of statistical
information that have achieved a better reception and a bigger dissemination
among the increasing number of statistical users that demand data in our region.

Since its creation in 1994 until this emblematic first year of the XXI century,
Andalusia Basic Data has been responding to both a necessity and an ambition:
to offer a quick source of enquiry, easy to use and strongly informative, to the
citizens and that permits them to approach the more relevant data of our reality.

Organised in 17 thematic chapters, in which more than 120 tables and graphics
have been included, Andalusia Basic Data 2001 incorporates into the different
statistical sources information related to the origin of the data, methodological
explanations and useful comments centred around the concepts and variables
that have been used in its drawing up. In the same way, in order to facilitate the
increase of information to every user who wishes so, it has been included in each
chapter a relation of additional sources of enquiry. All this has been completed
together with the interest of improving the flow of information about Andalusia,
from the objectivity and the rigour.

Among the novelties that has been incorporated into the present edition of Andalusia
Basic Data, it is worth highlighting, in the Chapter 1 “Territory and environment”,
the inclusion of information related to the water balance of the basins and the
demand of water per use. In the Chapter 3, about “Education and occupational
training”, it is presented, for the very first time, figures concerning the awarded
scholarships and grants disaggregated per provinces and number of graduates
per university and branch. In the Chapter 17, about “Great figures of the Andalusian
economy”, it has been incorporated information from the Annual Regional
Accounting of Andalusia. Finally, it has been opted for dividing into two individual
and separate chapters the information related to the spheres of “Culture” and
“Leisure time”.

Edited in paper support, Andalusia Basic Data 2001 is likewise accessible through
the web of the Institute of Statistics of Andalusia (www.iea.junta-andalucia.es).
In there, in addition to a considerable volume of statistical sources, it is facilitated
the access to previous editions of this work, as well as the possibility of
communicating with the Institute in order to make suggestions or ask for more
detailed information.

We hope that this eighth printing of Andalusia Basic Data enjoys the excellent
reception that precedent editions received. It will be another proof of the contribution
that statistics make for illuminating the knowledge on Andalusia and facilitating
its comprehension. And it will be, more than any other thing, the unmistakable
proof that, year after year, the passion for the present and the future of Andalusia
is being shaping as an inseparable partner of the passion for unravelling its keys.
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