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Gaitanejo

This pathinvites us towalk in the company
of the Gaitanejo reservoir and to enjoy
the magnificent view of its surroundings
from Los Embalses viewpoint. First,
we will walk along a forest track with
restricted access for certain authorised
vehicles, so we will do so with due
cautions, descending little by little to the
dam’s natural downstream boundary. It is
from this point onwards that we observe
a change in the vegetation as we walk
alongside the reservoir, surrounded by
a mixed riverside forest with ash trees,
eucalyptus, palmettos, tamarisk, large
oleanders and some waterfowls.

We start our walk with the first views of the Gai-
tanejo Reservoir, leaving on the right a junction
on the forest track that we will avoid to continue
along the main track downbhill.

The Gaitanejo Dam

We go through a tunnel excavated in the sandstone
and pass through an area full of large rocky hol-
lows, until we reach the oldest hydroelectric power
station in Spain, the Gaitanejo Dam. (Check [1] on
the map).

Gaitanejo Reservoir,
along the right bank
of which runs part of
# this path, surrounded
by abundant natural
vegetation and the
result of repopulation

At the beginning of the 20th century the idea
was conceived of exploiting, for hydroelec-
tric purposes, the difference in level of the
Guadalhorce between the entrance to the
Tajo de los Gaitanes and the El Chorro station.
From 1924-27 the Hydroelectric Company built
the Gaitanejo Dam downstream with its own
hydroelectric power station. This reservoir
rendered the spillway at the bottom of the
Chorro Dam unusable, so that another one had
to be built in 1935-36, with a similar layout to
the existing one, but at a higher level.

Gaitanejo Reservoir [2] is a reservoir located
in the municipality of Ardales, in the province
of Malaga, a short
distance from the
Guadalhorce and
Guadalteba reser-
voirs. Gaitanejo has
a capacity of 4 hm?
and collects wa-
ter from the rivers
Turén, Guadalteba
and Guadalhorce.

It should be noted that 100 metres away is
the popular Caminito del Rey, with access cut
off due to its ruinous and dangerous state of
conservation.

The cave house

There are dozens of
caves, grottoes and
cavities caused by the
erosion of the River
Guadalhorce which,
over the centuries, has
deepened the limestone of

the ground, creating the impressive Desfila-
dero de los Gaitanes and all these impressive
formations, at all heights.

Arch drawn on a huge
sandstone wall, caused by
the erosive effect of the
strong gusts of wind on
the huge sandy rocks

Another characteristic feature of this area is
the composition of its mountains, made up of
sandstone rocks, which are much more sensi-
tive to erosion caused on this occasion by the
effect of strong gusts of wind. On the opposite
shore, we can find a spectacular arch in a
sandstone wall known as La Roseta.

The walls of this
mountain consist of
sandstones that allow
the formation of caves,
. once used as dwellings

Some caves can also be easily observed in
various steep walls. Some of these caves have
been used by people in the past to make their
homes. This trail literally passes through one

of them [3] and, although the passage of time
and the carelessness of some walkers have
taken their toll, some of the walls can still be
clearly seen.

Los Embalses Viewpoint

A diversion will allow oL
us to approach this
viewpoint [4]. We are
now within one of

the most important
hydraulic complexes

in Andalusia. From this
viewpoint we can see,
from left to right, the Conde

de Guadalhorce, Guadalteba and Guadalhorce
reservoirs; to complete this hydraulic system
we would be missing the Gaitanejo reservoir
and the Tajo de la Encantada, but unfortu-
nately from this point they are not visible.
Above the Guadalhorce and Guadalteba dams,
the Pefnarrubia mountain range can be found,
being practically opposite from the viewpoint.

This mountain

range is character-
ised by its colours
lighter than the
others, while the
surroundings of these
marshes consist of
sandstones, which
give them an earthy
yellow tone; in this case, its light colour is due
to the fact that the material that composes it
is mostly limestone.




Embalse del Conde
de Guadalhorce

Gaitanejo Trail
Other trails of the
natural park
Road

O Path
& @ Landmark (see text) ———— Electricity line

/& nterpretive panel ~ —+— Rail

A : ; Desfiladero de los
() viewpoint Gaitanes Natural Site ‘\\




