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From the recreational area of Cortes de la
Frontera we tale a circular path through an
cork grove of century-old trees.

We enjoy the panoramic views and pass a
sandstone kiln before reaching the geolo-
gical frontier between the sandstone and
limestone, between cork oaks and holm
oaks, a result of the different type of soil.

From the
recreational area

The trail begins

on the A-373, five
kilometres from

Cortes de la Frontera,
opposite a youth hostel
(see [1] on the map). There

is a recreation area managed by the Cortes de
la Frontera Council, and is also the site where
the villagers celebrate a pilgrimage.

We pass through a gate and begin to descend
a forest track.

We make our way through a cork grove
dotted with repopulated pines and the
characteristic undergrowth of heather, gorse,
gall and ferns. On the way we see a series

of hives, producing rich honey, a sustainable
economic activity in the areas, along with
cork production. The forest track we follow
makes way for a sack track [2]. This is the
name given to the routes made for the

cork harvest, and allow for machinery and
personnel to reach difficult areas. Just before
the crown of the saddle we ascend, we find a
limekiln [3] built from sandstone just beside
the geological boundary of the sandstone
soils suitable for the cork oak, with the
limestone of the Sierra de los Pinos.

Cortes de la
Frontera in sight

Among the farmsteads

A little later we reach
the ruins of the
Canuelo farmstead,
with a formidable

fig tree alongside the
path [5]. We continue
our descent and pass

From this point we
can enjoy excellent
views of Cortes de
la Frontera. [4]. We
continue our gentle
ascent along the side of a

firebreak. The risk of wildfire is high in the
summer season. Firebreaks serve to avoid
the propagation of the flames. Reaching the
crown of the saddle, we enter the cork oak
forest to descend towards the path. The

tree vegetation makes way for broom, spiny
broom and gorse, allowing for excellent views
of the Bay of Algeciras and the dense cork
oak forest that extends before us.

several more ruins, guided by the sighage
and crossing a small stream. On our walk, in
Autumn especially, we hear the cry of the
stages and we see a multitude of mushrooms
like the Caesar’s mushroom.

We find ourselves in the recreation area.

If we still want to continue discovering the
area, we can visit the Cortes de la Frontera
Visitor’s Centre. This will allow us to discover
more about the places, landscapes and
customs of the area and information on other
trails offered by the Regional Ministry of the
Environment.

Until relatively recently, whitewash was obtained
using limekilns like this one. The kiln was filled with
limestone rocks, heat was applied for several days
using the most suitable material available locally for
fuel: gorse, rockrose, wild olive branches, etc. Once
the stone was cooked, at temperatures of more than
1,0000 degrees, lime or whitewash was obtained,
which was used for
painting walls, a
technique used as
whitewashing. It
was also used to
disinfect stables,
water, sick animals
and even people.
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