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Underfoot conditions: 2

Walking on bridle paths

Effort: 3
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running time

Monterrey trail. In addition, the natural park
offers other routes for hikers. Nearby trails
include the Ubeire and Molinos de Isfalada
trails.

landforms will give rise to equally different plant
formations, often contrasted.
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clothing and footwear. Check that the water
from fountains is safe to drink.
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observed. Then, we will also cross areas
where the vegetation is shown to us in
different degrees of naturalness: pine
forests, holm oaks, chestnut trees, alder
and riverside forests..., and along with them
landmarks of a human presence that left

its mark on these landscapes: farmhouses,
threshing floors, ditches and old facilities for
harnessing the energy of rivers and streams.




rail
del Aguadero

The Trail of Aguadero will allow us
to enjoy a beautiful landscape with
abundant vegetation, within which a
unique tree such as the Castano de la
Rosa stands out.

During the tour we will pass
through several ravines with crystal
clear waters and we will see old
farmhouses, some of them restored.
This privileged environment is
considered one of the greenbelts of
the province of Almeria.

Banks of the Andarax

We start from the

El Nacimiento
recreational area, 1
kilometre from Laujar
de Andarax. From there
we follow the track that
goes up, between limestone

cliffs, along the banks of the River Andarax to
the Chillo Ravine, where the start of this trail
is signposted (see [1] in the map). The path
ascends between terraces of almond trees,
olive trees and holm oaks, until it reaches a
splendid plot [2], a place where the cereal
grain was traditionally separated from its husk.
From here we witness a beautiful landscape:
the Andarax Valley, presided over by the
Almirez Hill (2,519 m), and the Gador mountain
range, in the background.

Along the path we will observe curious
geological phenomena caused by water
erosion and the effect of temperature on an
area of limestone materials, in which we will
observe a large rock fracture [3].

We continue climbing until we cross the
Canal de la Hidroeléctrica, an old ditch that
supplied several light factories. We leave
the canal to enter the pine forest and we
will pass by a ruined farmhouse surrounded
by large chestnut trees [4]. At this point it is
interesting to see the contact between the
limestone materials with the metamorphic
ones. A Betic endemism is found here: the
Ayrupe, a shrub that prefers acid substrates.

Tajos de la Umbria

We continue

walking through

the reforested pine
forest [5] observing
the large gullies that
erosion has caused on
the ground. When we go

about three kilometres (from the canal) we
will arrive at the Tajos de la Umbria [6], a

natural viewpoint, at more than 1,600 meters

high. From here we can enjoy a wonderful
view, presided over by the Almirez Hill,

in which the old terraces stand out where
until not many years ago all kinds of cereals
were grown. To our right, there is the Pefas
Blancas Hill, which we go around to go down
to the Aguadero Ravine.

This beautiful and hidden place is the
appropriate area to make a stop and observe
the vegetation that surrounds us. We will
meet in a riverside forest [7] with willows,
poplars or ash trees. We cross to the
opposite side of the ravine
and along a path between
pine trees we reach
the forest track. At
this point of the
route we coincide
with the Sulayr
Trail (GR-240),
the beacons of
which are red
and white.

Castafo de la Rosa

We leave the track

by a path to the

left. Following it we
will arrive at the
Castano de la Rosa [8],
a wonderful centennial
specimen the trunk of which

can only be embraced by several people.

We continue the path, passing through
populations of chestnut trees, until we
reach the Majada de Las Vacas Ravine and
its magnificent alder forest. We cross the
ravine over a wooden bridge [9] and climb
until we reach the forest track, being near
the Cortijo de la Rancia. We will walk
about three kilometres along the forest
track. We will pass the Palomar Ravine and
the Horcajo Ravine. At this point we will
find ourselves in the area of La Murilla [10],
from where we can
enjoy the wonderful
panoramic views
that the peaks of
this area of Sierra
Nevada offer us:
Almirez (2.519 m)
and Buitre (2.464
m). We will continue
the forest track for
another 5 kilometres
to get back to the
recreational area.
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