
	
  

CONSERVATION AND ENHANCEMENT OF THE CORDOBA SYNAGOGUE  

The Cordoba Synagogue, located in the Jewish quarter, is one of the most representative examples of the 
non-Christian Spanish medieval architecture. The restoration of the Cordoba synagogue is in line with the 
Interventions for the Conservation and Restoration Programme carried out by the Ministry of Culture on the 
Cultural Spaces Network, which is necessary for the conservation, knowledge and dissemination of this 
valuable heritage. 

With the restoration works of the Cordoba	
   synagogue, the conservation state of an Andalusian cultural 
heritage example is improved. In this way there is an increase in that heritage by recovering, reactivating 
and making it available to citizens. 

The total cost was 307,536 euros, with an 80% of European co-funding through the ERDF (246,029 euros). 
With this, the aim is to increase in the percentage of tourists carrying out cultural activities during their visit 
to a value of 38.2% in 2023, compared with the 33.2% of reference in 2013. 

1. It is considered a Project’s Good Practice since it meets the following criteria: 

The ERDF's role has been suitably disseminated among the beneficiaries, potential beneficiaries, 
and the general public: 

The Directorate General of European Funds has disseminated this action in February 2019, through 
consistent local insertions in a local radio advertising campaign and a 4-page spread about the project in 
the “20 minutos” newspaper, with a special print run of 3,000 copies in the province of Cordoba, which was 
the area of the action. The 4-page spread, in its entirety, covers the project and the ERDF and the EU	
  
contribution.	
   

 



	
  

 

Inside 4-page spread in the “20 minutos” newspaper of 15 
February, 2019. 

In addition, the newspaper included in the day cover a large banner 
highlighting the role of the ERDF in the conservation and enhancement of the 
emblematic building of the Cordoba	
  synagogue. 

 

 

 

Finally, the same newspaper published in a supporting press release on February 26 about this action 
(picture on the right). 

The campaign radio slots were broadcast in “Onda Cero”, “Ser”, “Cope” and “Canal Sur Radio”, in the area 
of Córdoba and with a total of 98 inserts for a week. The slot is available at the following link: 

http://www.fondoseuropeosandalucia.es/radio/sinagoga.wav 

	
  



	
  

On the other hand, during the execution of the works, mandatory standards such as a works sign and a 
plate including the dissemination data were placed to inform of the co-funding of this action by the 
European Regional Development Fund. 

 

 

 

As a highlighted communication action of this project, on February 15, 2019, the Directorate General of 
European funds made a call for the local press so that they would get to know first-hand and in-situ about 
the rehabilitation works carried out in the synagogue. In this journalists’ meeting, a press release was 
distributed highlighting the role of the ERDF, as well as diverse information on the European Funds for the 
knowledge and use of the attending media. 

 



	
  

 

 

Based on the meeting, a large number of media echoed the news, having great impact among the Cordoba 
citizens, in particular, and Andalusia, in general. A dossier with the coverage achieved in the media can be 
accessed through the following link: 

http://www.fondoseuropeosandalucia.es/SINAGOGA/DOSSIER_COBERTURA_SINAGOGA.pdf 

Nevertheless, here are some highlighted examples: 

   

 

	
  
	
  



	
  

 

 

Finally, the action has been conveniently spread among the beneficiaries, 
potential beneficiaries and the general public through the web portal of the 
Regional Ministry of Culture of Andalusia: 

https://juntadeandalucia.es/organismos/culturaypatrimoniohistorico/areas/bi
enes-culturales/actuaciones-conservacion/finalizadas.html 

On this web page, when accessing the project "Cordoba	
  synagogue" we 
find this information sheet where the role of the EU and the ERDF is 
communicated (picture on the right). 

2. The action incorporates innovative elements: 

The innovative feature lies in the finding of important archaeological remains in the annex plot such as the 
presence of the Roman wall and a ritual bath. This has led the Administration to carry out this conservation 
and enhancement action of the site, which will as well serve as a space for visitors’ reception to the 
synagogue. Given its small dimensions, there were overcrowding problems in the Judios Street that gives 
access to the monument. 

The findings include a Jewish ritual bath or 'mikveh' at the end of the plot, bordering the Muslim wall. This 
leads us to deduce that it formed part of the complex of units attached to the temple. To visit these 
remains, a surrounding pedestrian path was built with ramps, double handrail (accessible route) and 
bridges with wooden floor and a parapet made of transparent glass. 

In addition to the recovery, enhancement and knowledge promotion of the Cordoba	
  synagogue, there is a 
Visitors’ area where people may get information that facilitates their understanding of the protected 
premises. 

 

 

	
  

	
  



	
  

3. Adaptation of the obtained results to the established objectives: 

This action is framed within the Cultural Spaces Network of Andalusia (RECA, for its acronym in Spanish), 
which pursues an "integrated and unitary system formed by those cultural spaces located in the territory of 
the autonomous community". On this basis, these works have the following objectives: the sustainable use 
of spaces and places such as cultural resources through their protection, conservation and enhancement; 
the advancement of scientific knowledge regarding its values; and the promotion of local and territorial 
development initiatives based on the dissemination and maximisation of the cultural spaces and sites 
integrated in the network. 

Therefore, with this intervention, the recovering of the synagogue and its annex spaces from a historical 
point of view, as well as their integration into the urban area, has been achieved. Certain specific areas of 
the monument have been recovered, moisture problems in the subsoil and covers have been solved, and 
the remains found in the annex solar have been made suitable for visits, thus completing the information of 
the complete site. 

For all of these reasons, the general objectives marked in the drafting of the project are possible to 
achieve, i.e. the recovery, restoration, research and dissemination of this exceptional cultural heritage of 
the Andalusian community. 

 

 

 

4. Resolution contribution of a regional problem or weakness: 

The actions made since 1985 in the Cordoba synagogue have been consistent with different consolidation 
actions of the building, recovery of murals and plasterwork, provision of facilities, adequacy of access, 
woodwork interventions, anti-xylophagous treatments, etc. 

The studies developed in 2013 have highlighted the need to consolidate and restore the plasterwork of the 
prayer room, solving moisture problems in the building and adapting and integrating the adjoining site into 



	
  

the remains, acquired by the Regional Ministry of Culture in 2008. The works executed in 2014 solved most 
of the problems affecting the main body of the building and allowed its reopening to the public. Currently, 
the project called "Conservation and enhancement of the Cordoba	
   synagogue" collects the outstanding 
actions performed, also in the adjoining plot, where important archaeological remains were found and 
which can now be visited. 

 

 

5. High target population coverage: 

The Cordoba synagogue is one of the most visited areas of the cultural spaces network of Andalusia. It is 
the second most visited monument in Cordoba, after the Mosque-Cathedral, and also the second in 
number of visits in Andalusia, within the monuments under the management of the Government of 
Andalusia. 

So much so that after the conservation and restoration works, this monument site has exceeded 38,000 
visitors in the first month after its reopening in 30 October, 2018. It also received 9,600 visits just in the first 
week after reopening. In addition, the Cordoba synagogue exceeded, for the first time, 600,000 visits, 
increasing in 5.1% the number of visitors in 2017 compared to the previous year. 

 



	
  

6. The horizontal criteria for equal opportunities and non-discrimination, environmental 
sustainability and/or social responsibility have been taken into account: 

With the surrounding pedestrian path with double-railed ramps (accessible routes), the site is contributing 
to a more equalitarian society in terms of barrier-free access for all visitors. In addition, the entrance to the 
synagogue is free for all residents of the European Union and has a symbolic price for non-EU tourists 
without any discrimination. 

As for social responsibility, the performed works on the plot were only part of the first phase of the solution 
for the moisture problems that the Synagogue was suffering and that had the consequent risk of 
deterioration of a unique plasterwork. 

Finally, all the materials used to restore the mentioned plasterwork of the prayer room, solve the moisture 
problems in the building and improve the “Janitor’s House” by restoring its cover and replacing its old 
supply facilities, have come to improve the building's environmental efficiency and sustainability to preserve 
its unique historical age and value. 

7. Synergies with other public intervention policies or instruments: 

The cultural heritage is the expression and manifestation of the richness and cultural diversity of a 
population. The importance of this heritage is protected by ensuring that public policies contribute to such 
knowledge, research and dissemination, through the effective cultural, historical and artistic heritage 
conservation and enhancement. For this reason, with this action and other similar ones, cultural heritage 
can be safeguarded, like has been in this case for the Andalusian Historical Heritage. 

This type of action is part of and in perfect accordance to the regional strategic plans in the field of culture 
and tourism, in particular, with the Culture and Sustainable Tourism Strategic Plans. 

The Andalusian Culture Strategic Plan, (PECA, for its acronym in Spanish), is the comprehensive strategic 
document that sets the master lines of the cultural policy. In addition to establishing the action strategy, this 
plan is materialised in programmes such as those aimed at the protection of the cultural heritage, the 
promotion of visits and dissemination	
  plan, actions in the cultural landscape, etc. Likewise, the Andalusian 
General Plan for Sustainable Tourism represents the highest level planning tool, which contributes to the 
specific plans and to the Andalusian tourist policy in general. 

 

 



	
  

TECHNICAL DATA OF THE PROJECT 

Operational programme: ERDF Andalusia 2014-2020 

Thematic objective: 6. Preserving and protecting the environment and promoting resource efficiency. 

Investment priority: 6c. Conserving, protecting, promoting and developing natural and cultural heritage. 

Specific Objective: 6.3.1. Protecting, promoting and developing cultural heritage. 

Beneficiary's Website: 
https://juntadeandalucia.es/organismos/culturaypatrimoniohistorico/consejeria/sobre-consejeria/fondos-
europeos-2014-2020.html  

Project Manager: General Directorate of Cultural Heritage and Museums. Regional Ministry of Culture and 
Historical Heritage. 


